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Vlad Lodoaba 
Dropping the falls, Remy Mansfield '06.5 paddles his line through the surging rapids of Otter Creek beneath the Battell Bridge. 

Student 
Committee 
Members 

Absent 
By Pierce Graham-Jones 

MAGAZINE SENIOR EDITOR 

The constituents of the hand-
book-designated "Appointed Stand-
ing Committees" help govern facets 
of Middlebury College life rang-
ing from athletics to study abroad. 
Many of these committees have 
space reserved for appointed student 
members. Today, four days after fall 
break, 11 of these positions remain 
unfilled. 

Committees still in need of stu-
dent participation are the Athletic 
Policy Committee, the Curriculum 
Committee, the Honorary Degree 
Committee, the Independent Schol-
ar Committee, the Career Services 
Committee and the Off-Campus 
Study Committee. 

The problem is not student ap-
athy. It was not until Oct. 7, Tuesday 
of the fifth week of classes, that the 
Student Government Association 
(SGA), whose responsibility it is 
to appoint students to these posi-
tions, first advertised the openings 
to the student body. Once students 
received the announcement, there 
was "a very large response to almost 
all the committees," said SGA Direc-
tor of Membership Courtney Taylor 
'04. Now, two weeks later, she no 
longer wants to "hurry through the 
appointment process without fully 
considering every interested stu-
dent." Taylor plans to have all posi-
tions filled by Monday. 

However, the lack of student 
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Yankees-Red Sox Rivalry Hits Home 
By Joshua Carson 

NEWS EDITOR 

The lounges were packed, dia-
logue between the opposing fans 
hostile and the outcome — sadly 
predictable. The palpable dynam-
ic on campus during the Ameri-
can League Championship Series 
(ALCS) between the Boston Red 
Sox and the New York Yankees was 
intense. Debate that started in front 
of the television oftentimes spilled 
over into conversation in the class-
room as professors and students 
alike appreciated the historic enor-
mity of the series, which ended on 
Saturday night with a solo walk-off 
homerun in the bottom of the 11th 
inning from Yankees third basemen 
Aaron Boone. 

While few students were on 
campus to watch the final game 
Thursday night, the series, which 
showcased seven games over a nine 

day span, brought the college com-
munity together for what turned out 
to be an incredibly exciting event, 
strung with epic comebacks, an em-
barrassing brawl and tragic defeat. 

Signs of the momentous series 
were widespread on campus as fans 
felt compelled to brandish their loy-
alties through hats, T-shirts and ban-
ners hung from dorm rooms. For 
baseball fans, analysis, second-guess-
ing and future predictions dominat-
ed conversation over dinner — when 
they pulled themselves away from 
the game to actually go and eat. 

Over the clapping and cheering, 
students wrote papers, read novels 
and skipped nighttime screenings 
for the opportunity to watch their 
team, whether it be the Yankees or 
the Red Sox, defeat its historic en-
emy. Even students not watching 
the game struggled to concentrate 
over the taunting chants as Red Sox 
fans proclaimed "Yankees Suck!" 

while Yankees supporters responded, 
"1918!" 

For both Yankee and Red Sox 
fans, there was a sense if inevita-
bility. The Yankees, who have won 
26 World Series titles in their dis-
tinguished history, felt they were 
destined to win another. The Red 
Sox fans, who have not celebrated a 
World Series title since 1918, sensed 
that their year had finally come. 

Coming into the ALCS, the two 
teams had squared off 26 times, with 
the Yankees taking 14 of those regu-
lar series games. Everyone watching 
the games at The Grille or in a lounge 
knew the series would be close. And 
it was not only the players on the 
field who pushed their physical and 
mental limits but also Middlebury 
College students and faculty who 
were captivated by the games. 

Katie Herd '06.5 watched every 
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David Lindholm '05 and Dan Stone '05.5 cheer on the Red Sox in The Grille theater. 
Julia Randall 
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Senior 
Faces 

Assault 
Charges 

By Claire M. L. Bourne 
MANAGING EDITOR 

A Middlebury College student 
was arrested Oct. 12 and charged 
with impeding police officer activity, 
assaulting a police officer and resist-
ing her own arrest. Molly Turco '04 
was taken into custody by the Mid-
dlebury Police Department in the 
early morning of Oct. 12 outside 
a student-sponsored fundraising 
event at 226 South Munger Street 
after allegedly shoving a police offi-
cer who was in the process of asking 
her brother, Mark Turco, 27, to leave 
the property. Mr. Turco was also tak-
en into custody and faces charges of 
trespassing, attempting to hinder a 
police officer and resisting arrest. 

Both Mr. and Ms. Turco were 
arraigned the following day and re-
leased on $5,000 bail each. They face 
possible jail time, or fines and com-
munity service if convicted, said 
Middlebury Police Chief Thomas 
Hanley. 

The event organizers, James Mc-
Inerney '03.5 and David Galeski '04, 
have been asked by the Police De-
partment to pay approximately $525 
to cover the cost of "extraordinary 
police service." According to Han-
ley, noise complaints from neighbors 
and the alleged incident involving 
the Turcos "diverted police resourc-
es," suspending the search for a miss-
ing 14 year old in the area. The police 
department had to call in reinforce-
ments to assist officers at the scene. 

"To expect the taxpayers of Mid-
dlebury to have the double burden of 
suffering the disruption caused by 
these events and then having to pay 
for the extra police services is beyond 
reasonable," Hanley said. 

The police activity occurred at 
the bottom of the 226 South Munger 
Street driveway, where event security 
guards — Middlebury Volunteer 
Ambulance Association (MVAA) 
EMTs hired by organizers — were 
stationed to monitor the flow of 
guests onto the property. Accord-
ing to court documents, the security 
staff called the police shortly after 
midnight when a man, later identi-
fied as Mr. Turco, "was there and giv-
ing [them] a hard time, swearing at 
them and wouldn't produce an iden-
tification." 

"The people who got in the al-
tercation shouldn't have been there," 
said Galeski, who along with Mcln-
erney coordinated the black-tie, in-
vitation-only event, known as "Ten-
der is the Night," to raise money for 
MVAA. It is unclear whether Ms. 
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M I D D B R I E F S MMC Breaks into Ice Climbing 
by Megan O'Keefe 

ZOO: Still on Probation 

The Community Council voted to keep Zeta Theta Phi (ZOO) social 
house on provisional status on Oct. 6 after members of ZOO went before 
the Council to ask that the house's probation be lifted. ZOO was placed 
on probation last spring largely as a result of damage to Palmer House and 
poor relations with facilities management staff. 

Dean of Student Affairs Ann Hanson told The Middlebury Campus, 
"The Community Council informed Mike Vclez, president of the ZOO, 
that they would be removed from probation once the Community Coun-
cil had information that the ZOO had completed all aspects of the stipula-
tion that was voted for them last spring. Specifically they need to schedule 
a meeting with the facilities team and talk about issues of respect for the 
property. When that is completed and Mike Velez notifies us, then they 
will be removed from probation." 

Provisional status bars the house from registering parties and from 
holding rush and pledge. While ZOO hoped to hold an abbreviated rush 
and pledge as usual this semester, the decision precluded the possibility 
of a fall pledge class. 

Historic Front Triangle Recieves Makeover as 
Part of the Library Construction 

Landscaping work began this week on Middlebury College's historic 
front quadrangle which, according to a Facilities Planning newsletter, "is 
being transformed in concert with the construction of the new library." 

The landscape project was designed by Andropogon Associates Ltd. 
who, according to the newsletter , "have been retained to assist in the de-
velopment of a sustainable landscape design for the front quad that inte-
grates the functional needs and aesthetics of this expanded green space." 

Contractors are now in the process of reconfiguring the natural land-
scape between the new library and Old Stone Row. 

In an email to the Middlebury College Community, Phil Benoit ex-
plained, "This will involve removal or relocation of a number of trees in 
the area in order to accommodate the reconfigured path system and to 
open vistas from the new library through to the rest of the campus south 
of Route 125. 

The removal of the Old Science building, a parking lot and four his-
toric homes have added over an acre of land to the quad and have allowed 
for the redesign of the space that links the College with the town of Mid-
dlebury. 

While some trees are now being transplanted to new locations, 35-40 
new trees — all of species native to Vermont — will eventually be planted 
in the area around the quadrangle. 

Notably, a few of the trees that must be removed or transplanted are 
class trees, while one is a memorial tree. The plan dictates that "these will 
either be replaced with another tree or trees or handles with utmost care 
during the moving process. The College and Andropogon Associates are 
working closely with an arborist to ensure the well-being of transplanted, 
existing, and newly planted trees on the front quad." 

Eventually granite stonework will be installed in close proximity to 
the new library, creating a series of steps for casual seating. The space will 
be further enhanced by an outdoor reading garden. 

"The Garden of the Seasons," which was designed by artist Michael 
Singer, will feature Vermont granite and copper coated aluminum. Singer, 
a local Vermonter, was selected to design the garden by the Committee on 
Art in Public Places in competition held last spring. Native plantings and 
water are incorporated into the design in a manner that will highlight the 
changing seasons. 

The redesign of the space will also include a redesign of footpaths in 
the area. 

"Paths have been designed to accommodate new patterns of pedes-
trian traffic as well as to capitalize on views of the reconfigured and ex-
panded quad. They have also been carefully located to preserve as many 
trees as possible," the newsletter explains. 

The plan also calls for safer access to the Office of Admissions in 
Emma Willard House and to the new Department of Public Safety in 
Harnest House, which will be by provided by the construction of a more 
prominent crosswalk. 

W A N T TO K N O W W H A T IS G O I N G 

ON AROUND CAMPUS? 

BE THE FIRST TO G E T THE SCOOP. 

W R I T E FOR T H E N E W S SECTION. 

CONTACT DANIEL PHILLIPS 

FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

By Daniel Phillips 
NEWS EDITOR 

Last winter during the Atwater 
dining hall construction excavation, 
the icy runoff from the site froze 
into a 15-foot cascading ice flow 
that lured an extreme group of on-
campus climbers for several ascents 
in the middle of the night. However, 
their undercover escapades are on 
the verge of becoming an organized 
sport at Middlebury College as part 
of the Middlebury Mountain Club 
(MMC), pending grants of the Fi-
nance Committee expected later 
this week. 

MMC Gear Guru Andy Hale 
'06, noted that there are already 
four pairs of ice axes — or "tools" 
in climber jargon — on campus, 
and nearly 100 students have ac-
tively voiced interest in ice climb-
ing by signing a petition drafted by 
MMC. The only remaining obstacle 
is securing enough funding from the 
College to purchase at least six new 
sets of equipment. 

Hale explained that part of the 
reason MMC decided to incorpo-
rate an ice climbing option was due 
to the "phenomenal amount of in-
terest out there. Ice climbing is hard 
to get into," Hale continued. "You ei-
ther need all the equipment yourself 
or know someone who has the tools 
and the know-how. It's not like get-
ting a pair of running shoes." 

Michelle Long '04, president of 
MMC, has been working with Hale 
to get ice climbing off the ground at 
Middlebury. She was inspired by a 
particular trip that she went on last 
winter — she stopped by the climb-
ing wall and mentioned that she was 
going ice climbing and 10 people 
said they wanted to come along. 
Long felt as though she were lead-
ing an MMC trip, and decided that 
there should be room for ice climb-
ing within the Mountain Club itself. 

Hale and Long went to the 
Finance Committee yesterday to 
put forth their ice climbing initia-
tive, and should know the extent of 
funds by the end of this week. If all 
goes according to plan, MMC plans 
to have ice-climbing trips embark-
ing as soon as Winter Term. 

Apart from the unprecedented 
student support and enthusiasm for 
the sport on campus, the other driv-
ing force behind the development of 
ice climbing at the College has come 
from the new Assistant Director for 
Outdoor Programs and Events, Der-
ek Doucet, who recently replaced 
Megan Smith. Long explained that 
the topic of ice climbing was one 
of the first she proposed to Doucet 
upon his appointment, to which 
he was extremely receptive. He has 
already been more than helpful in 
obtaining a wealth of manufacturer 
discounts for the purchase of new 
equipment, which at retail price 
amounts to over $6,000 for six pairs 
of crampons, 12 pairs of boots and 
three pairs of tools, according to 
Hale. Additionally, Doucet has ar-
ranged for an insurance company 
to cover the MMC from the poten-
tial liability associated with the new 
program. 

Doucet noted, "The enthusiasm 
and motivation to bring ice climb-
ing to the MMC has been entirely 
student generated. I've just been 
happy to be able to assist by provid-
ing the expertise to get the program 

Schuyler Van Horn 
Andy Hale '06 sports crampons and an ice axe provided by MMC. Hale hopes 
that activities funding will make more ice climbing equipment available soon. 

off the ground." 
Doucet has experience in risk 

management in outdoor program-
ming with numerous guide ser-
vices, colleges and universities and 
different Outward Bound schools. 
"So far, my role has been advising 
the club on selecting and purchas-
ing the equipment needed for an 
institutional ice climbing program," 
Doucet added. 

"As we move forward, I'll be 
implementing a training seminar for 
MMC leaders that will address insti-
tutional climbing leadership in the 
winter environment. The training 
will be focused on risk management 
in ice climbing, participant care and 
group management in cold weather 
environments, suggested teach-
ing strategies and progressions and 
general outdoor leadership theory, 
among other topics." 

Doucet continued, "It will also 
include an orientation to various 
nearby ice climbing sites appropriate 
for institutional use, and a discussion 
of what makes sites suitable and un-
suitable for MMC ice climbing trips. 
I envision this training being at least 
one and possibly two weekends in 
duration." 

After the training, the MMC 
may begin running ice climbing 
trips just as they do with other ac-
tivities such as rock climbing, back-
packing or canoeing, which cus-
tomarily includes a sign-up in the 
McCullough mail space, a meeting 
of the guides involved and a status 
check of all equipment for the trip. 
"The one crucial difference," Doucet 
pointed out, "is that since ice climb-
ing is a completely new activity for 
the MMC, I'll be going in to the field 
to directly supervise the trips as the 
student leaders become comfort-
able with the new program. This will 
serve as additional hands on training 

time for the student leaders, with 
me serving as an experienced set of 
eyes to back them up. The idea is that 
they will actually run the trips, and 
my role will be to only intervene if 
risk management or program qual-
ity issues make it necessary to do 
so, or if my assistance is specifically 
requested." 

There is a plethora of ice climb-
ing options available to interested 
adventurers during the Vermont 
winter. At the nearby Bristol Cliffs, 
nestled just west of the Green Moun-
tains south of Burlington, a quarter-
mile hike up a steep, wooded slope 
leads to the base of an 80-foot-wide, 
220-foot high face of sprawling ice, 
tumbling down from the roof in a 
40-degree pitch, with a swath of ver-
tical ice at the top — any ice climb-
er's ecstasy. 

Hale also pointed out that the 
Adirondack Mountains boast some 
of the best ice climbing in the coun-
try, and not too far from Smuggler's 
Notch or Huntington Ravine, the 
east face of Mount Washington, 
Middlebury is smack in the middle 
of the New England's premier des-
tinations. 

Long is confident that the sport 
will catch on at the College since no 
prior experience is necessary to par-
ticipate, and those avid ice climbers 
who need no further instruction 
would have the opportunity to lead 
future trips as guides. 

Hale describes the experience 
as "absolutely different than rock 
climbing. It's different in that you 
are absolutely relying on your gear 
and your ability to use that gear cor-
rectly." He referred to ice climbing as 
being a "very ephemeral" and "sur-
real experience" due tp the unnatural 
process of harnessing the elements, 
for in a week's time, a perfect ice flow 
may entirely vanish. 

C O R R E C T I O N S 
The Middlebury Campus misidentified Tom Butler, director of education and advocacy at the Wildlands 
Project, in a photo caption on page 10 of the Oct. 9 edition. The Campus regrets this error. 
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Special Senate Elections Slated to Fill Vacancies 

Andrea Larocca '05.5, Atwater 

Ashley Timidaiski '07, First-Year 

Doug Campbell '06, Ross 

Elizabeth Johnston '06, Sophomore 

Emily Halnon '06.5 Wonnacott 

By Thomas Drescher 
STAFF WRITER 

The Student Government As-
sociation (SGA) will hold special 
elections this Thursday and Friday 
to fill five vacancies in the Senate. 
A shortage of candidates for the 
initial elections has left the SGA 
Senate without Senior, Inter-House 
Council (IHC), Senior Feb, Cook 
and Brainerd Representatives. A list 
of new candidates for the unfilled 
positions will be available later this 
week. 

The following students were 
elected to the SGA Senate: Andrea 
LaRocca '05.5 (Atwater), Doug 
Campbell '06 (Ross), Emily Halnon 
'06.5 (Wonnacott), Keith Williams 
'07 (First-Year), Ashley Timidaiski 
'07 (First-Year), Kathrin Schews-
inger '06 (Sophomore), Elizabeth 
Johnston '06 (Sophomore), Jim-
my Hickey '05 (Junior Full-Year), 
Susanna Gorski '05.5 (Junior Fall/ 
Winter) and Mike Bolger '04 (Se-
nior). 

Voter turnout this year was rel-
atively normal, said SGA Director 
of Membership Courtney Taylor 
'04. Actual numbers are not being 
released. According to Taylor, there 
are rarely more than a few candi-
dates for each position, so having 
a number of unfilled spots is not 
a big shock. 

"Senate elections are generally 
not widely contested," said Taylor, 
"so I was not particularly surprised 
that some of the positions only had 
one candidate." 

Section E-4 of the SGA Con-
stitution states that: "In the event 
of a vacancy of a Student Senate or 
dormitory representative position, 
a new election will be held from 
Thursday at 6 p.m. until the sub-
sequent Friday at 6 p.m., the week 
following the vacancy." 

According to the Constitution, 
then, SGA Senate special elections 
should have been held last week, 
Thursday, Oct. 16 and Friday, Oct 
17. After careful consideration, 
however, Taylor and SGA Presi-
dent Sam Rodriguez '04 opted to 

move the elections back a week for 
a number of reasons. 

First, holding the election over 
fall break would have been diffi-
cult. "We thought that it would be 
extremely unfair to the candidates 
if the election were held over vaca-
tion, when many students would 
not have access to e-mail," ex-
plained Taylor. 

"After realizing this," she add-
ed, "we discussed the issue with 
Secretary of the College and Pro-
fessor of Political Science Eric 
Davis and Dean of Student Affairs 
Ann Hanson. [They both] agreed 
that it would be unreasonable to 
hold elections over break, and ad-
vised us to hold them this week in-
stead of last." 

Taylor also pointed out that 
the purpose of the clause in the 
SGA Constitution regarding spe-
cial elections is to ensure that all 
positions are filled before the sec-
ond Senate meeting. The SGA's de-
cision to hold the elections a week 
later should have no negative im-
pact in terms of the functioning of 
the Senate. 

It is hard to say whether or not 
the results of this election indicate 
that students are largely indiffer-
ent to campus politics. Rodriguez 
hopes to reconcile the student 
body and the SGA. "He wants to 
make the SGA more available to 
students, and make students more 
knowledgeable about the SGA," 
said Taylor. 

Taylor speculates that many 
Middlebury students are not in-
volved in, or aware of, student 
government because they are too 
busy with other activities. "We have 
a very active student body," ex-
plained Taylor. "On top of a rigor-
ous academic schedule, this might 
not leave time for student govern-
ment." 

Candidates are now running 
for all five unfilled positions, so by 
week's end there should be no va-
cancies in the SGA Senate. The spe-
cial elections will begin on Thurs-
day at 6 p.m., and conclude at the 
same time on Friday evening. 

Jimmy Hickey '05, Junior Full Year 

Kathrin Schwesinger '05, Sophomore 

Keith Williams '07, First-Year 

Susanna Gorski '05.5, Junior Fall/Winter 

Mike Bolger '04, Senior 
(no picture available) 

Council Hears Sexual Assault Policy Proposal 
It's hard to get people to come forward on this. By Taylor Johnston 

STAFF WRITER 

The Sexual Assault Policy 
Group brought a proposal before 
the Community Council on Tues-
day, Oct. 14 to recommend changes 
in the judicial and reporting process 
for sexual assault crimes, including 
a means to report assaults anony-
mously and have assault cases tried 
in ways more sensitive to victims. An 
additional discussion with the Col-
lege attorney at the Oct. 20 Council 
meeting followed this initial report. 

Based on over a year of research, 
discussion with the college commu-
nity and deliberation, the group 
proposed the use of an anonymous 
reporting form to better account 
for the number of assaults that take 
place on campus and the establish-
ment of a subgroup of the Commu-
nity Judicial Board that could review 
sexual assault cases more privately, 
and by way of teleconference, with 
the victim. 

This new judicial procedure 
would allow a victim to bring his or 
her assaulter to justice without hav-
ing to face the assaulter in the same 
room. 

Dean of Student Affairs Ann 
Hanson convened the Sexual As-
sault Policy Group, chaired by Asso-
ciate Dean of Student Affairs Kathy 
Foley-Giorgio, in 2001. The group, 

which included Elizabeth Brook-
bank '04, Director of Public Safety 
Lisa Boudah, Assistant Director of 
the Center for Counseling and Hu-
man Relations Virginia Logan and 
Cook Commons Dean David Edle-
son, set out to review and improve 
the College's assault policy after a 
number of community members 
expressed concern when the college 
reported surprisingly low sexual as-
sault statistics. 

"I have never in all my years 
here had anybody suggest that I 
minimize this issue [sexual assault]," 
explained Edleson, in reference to 
the problem of under reporting. 
"It's hard to get people to come for-
ward on this. The administration 
has done its best to give every op-
tion to victims. If [the community 
doesn't] hear anything [about an 
assault], then the victim decided not 
to come forward. We need to respect 
this decision. It's often the victim 
that needs to put it behind them 
the most." 

With this in mind, the group 
devised several possible means to 
make it easier for victims to take 
action against their assaulter in the 
least emotionally stressful way pos-
sible, or at least have their experi-
ence included in the College's crime 
statistics. They recently succeeded 
in updating the College Handbook 
with a revised definition of sexual 

The administration has done its best to give every 
option to victims. 

— Dean David Edleson, Cook Commons 
assault and structure for assault 
policy, and have now begun to peti-
tion the Community Council for the 
other proposed changes. 

As Brookbank explained at the 
most recent Council meeting, the 
group hopes to solve the problem of 
under reporting and give some kind 
of voice to victims who may not be 
inclined to bring charges against 
their assaulter through the report 
forms, in which victims can anony-
mously give details about their expe-
rience. The forms could contribute 
to assault awareness on campus and 
aid the Department of Public Safety 
in maintaining a safe environment. 

"The ideal situation would be 
for someone to make a formal re-
port," Brookbank explained. "Ob-
viously, though, that's not happen-
ing, so we are trying to encourage it 
[with the anonymous report form]. 
If there are only one or two sexual 
assaults [recorded per year], that's 
pretty intimidating for victims con-
sidering coming forward." 

The College attorney and sev-
eral Community Council members 
voiced misgivings about the inten-
tions of the report form, feeling it 

may actually discourage formal re-
ports by providing a way to skirt 
judicial action, or leave accused stu-
dents vulnerable to those who may 
abuse the form. As Council member 
Andrew Feinberg '04 explained, "I 
want to see this form implemented, 
but [we need to] avoid creating a 
whole other headache." 

Some Council members also 
raised concerns about the proposed 
changes to the judicial procedure, 
which would allow sexual assault 
cases to take place with only four 
members of the Community Judi-
cial Board instead of the usual eight 
in order to minimize the number of 
people with access to intimate details 
of sexual assault victims. Though 
these members and the College at-
torney felt this change may infringe 
on the rights of the accused, Edle-
son, Logan and Brookbank defend-
ed the importance of the procedure 
as a means to encourage victims to 
take action. 

Community Council and the 
Sexual Assault Policy Group plan 
to meet again next week to continue 
discussion on ways to make the pro-
posals feasible. 

OVERSEAS 
B R I E F I N G 

by Edward Pickering 

The words "wilderness" and 
"wasteland" are used interchange-
ably to describe any barren, im-
posing landscape. To say that the 
Western Highlands of Scotland arc 
barren would be an understate-
ment — a failure of description. The 
West Highland Way stretches from 
Glasgow north to Fort William, 
95 miles of moorland and moun-
tain bisected by a single highway. 
The Bridge of Orchy, a collection 
of mostly white buildings grouped 
around a hotel, sits astride the road 
and in the shadow of the 3,000-plus 
foot peaks Beinn Dorain and Beinn 
an Dothaidh. From their summits 
one can see clear to the horizon, 
bare mountains and sheer valleys 
extending on all sides. Not a single 
unplanted tree adorns the denuded 
slopes of this range; aside from rock, 
sheep are the only projections. Man 
has left his foot trails and cairns, but 
nothing more. Even Nature, else-
where so liberal, seems to have be-
grudged the place its tiny stock of 
plants and animals. 

To return to my original ques-
tion: are the Highlands a wilderness 
or wasteland? Or, what is the dis-
tinction? And why, on the summit 
of Beinn Dorain, was I reminded of 
Greece, and then Vermont? I'm told 
that the Highlands were blanketed 
by forest a mere few thousand years 
ago. Moose; bear and lynx inhabited 
these wilds. But these species and 
many more vanished from Scotland, 
the victims of deforestation largely 
caused by agriculturally and pas-
toral-ly minded humans. The same 
goes for the Peloponnese, the birth-
place of ancient Greek civilization, 
home to Corinth, Sparta, Pylos and 
Argos. Since time immemorial the 
Peloponnese has borne the rustic 
face with which we, in the modern 
age, instinctively associate all things 
Greek, past and present. Burnished 
hillsides with low growing shrub-
bery, the odd cluster of attenu-
ated trees, a prevailing midday sun 
— that is our conception of Greece. 
Yet, bears and lions used to roam the 
Peloponnese and forests were once 
abundant and extensive, at least, un-
til man did away with them some-
time in the B.C.'s. The landscape 
we think of as uniquely Greek — as 
"natural" — is in fact an environ-
mentally degraded one. So, too, are 
the West Highlands. All of which 
makes me think of Vermont and a 
startling statistic I was told by a pro-
fessor. In 1900 farmland covered 80 
percent of Vermont, forest 20 per-
cent. By 2003 the numbers had re-
versed: forest 80 percent, farmland 
20 percent. To think that Vermont's 
woods, so characteristic of the state, 
were reclaimed from pastureland. 
Vermont has always seemed so "nat-
ural" to me, so "untouched." 

The next time you cross a 
stonewall crumbling in the middle 
of the woods, stop and consider 
why it is there; consider how dif-
ferent New England must once have 
looked. Of the Peloponnese, West 
Highlands and New England, I can-
not say which is most pristine, least 
touched. It all makes me wonder if 
I have ever seen a true "wilderness," 
or if all the locales of my life are, in 
some respect, semi-"wastelands." 
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Faculty Input Lands 
Winter Term in Hot Water 

HARVEST FEAST 

By Megan O'Keefe 
NEWS EDITOR 

In a discussion on the mer-
its of Winter Term held during 
an open meeting of the faculty 
on Oct. 13, a majority of the fac-
ulty present criticized Middlebury 
College's 4-1-4 calendar and en-
couraged the Educational Affairs 
Committee (EAC) to eliminate 
Winter Term. 

Approximately 65 members 
of the faculty and administration 
attended the meeting, which was 
moderated by Dean of the Fac-
ulty, Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and Professor of English 
Alison Byerly. Byerly welcomed the 
faculty, explaining, "The purpose 
of this meeting is really to have an 
informal discussion." 

While seven faculty discus-
sion groups met at Bread Loaf 
earlier this fall to "take the pulse 
of the faculty" on the issue of Win-
ter Term, Bylery added, the EAC 
hoped that the Oct. 13 meeting 
would target "the largest concep-
tual issues." 

The common themes from 
the Bread Loaf discussion groups 
were summarized on a handout 
that separated the "valuable as-
pects of Winter Term" from "con-
cerns about F/W/S calendar and 
Winter Term." 

The handout asked faculty 
members to consider three major 
questions: "1) What is the purpose 
of Winter Term now? 2) Do we 
expect Winter Term to be as rig-
orous for all students as the fall 
and spring semesters? 3) Which 
characteristics of Winter Term are 
unique to its intensive, four-week 
format? Which of these character-
istics seem central to our academic 
mission?" 

Director of Off-Campus 
Study and Professor of History 
and Russian David Macey began 
the discussion by stressing the sig-
nificance of Winter Term in the 
structure of study abroad. Macey 
noted that the flexibility of the 4-
1-4 schedule allows Middlebury 
students to enroll in rigorous for-
eign universities where the fall 
term of study may conclude at the 
end of January. 

Professor of History Paul 
Monod started a flood of criti-
cism for the current calendar, ad-
mitting that he has been an op-
ponent of Winter Term for many 
years. Monod argued that there 
is no pedagogic reason for main-
taining the month-long term and 

expressed doubt that anything 
meaningful can be taught in four 
weeks alone. Student Government 
Association President Samuel Ro-
driguez '04 announced later that 
a Winter Term course taught by 
Monod in January 2003 in Salz-
burg, Austria, Religious Conflict in 
the Hapsburg Lands, 1500-1800, 
was among his most meaningful 
and enriching academic experi-
ences as a Middlebury student. 
While budget constraints have 
currently suspended off-campus 
Winter Term courses, the future of 
these programs remains unclear. 

Charles A. Dana Professor of 
Political Science Murray Dry was 
an outspoken proponent of Win-
ter Term during the discussion. "I 
have always enjoyed Winter Term 
at Middlebury," said Dry. He noted 
that he would be hesitant to teach 
the range of courses he has taught 
at Middlebury if Winter Term were 
abolished. Reacting to the plethora 
of Winter Term criticisms voiced 
by his colleagues, Dry wondered 
out loud whether the faculty pres-
ent comprised a representative 
sample of the whole body. While 
Dry admitted, "It's going to go 
one way or the other and most of 
you have probably made up your 
mind," he invited colleagues with 
an open-mind to speak with him 
about his positive Winter Term ex-
periences. 

Many faculty members ex-
pressed a agreement that should 
Winter Term remain a part of the 
academic calendar, teaching re-
quirements must be uniform for 
all members of the faculty, regard-
less of seniority. 

Byerly assured the faculty that 
the EAC would present detailed 
alternative academic calendars be-
fore calling for a faculty vote. A 
move to a two-semester calendar 
will elongate the fall and spring 
semesters to 14 weeks from their 
current 12. According to Secretary 
of the College and Professor of Po-
litical Science Eric Davis, this can 
be accomplished without moving 
the fall final exam period. 

Chair of the Student Educa-
tional Affairs Committee Steve 
Clarke '04 briefly presented the 
student-case in favor of Win-
ter Term at the conclusion of the 
meeting. Clarke emphasized the 
importance of Winter Term, not 
only to the Middlebury academic 
experience, but also to the athletic, 
cultural and social experience that 
students consider to be an integral 
part of college life. 

Video Kin? 

NEW MOVIES 
28 Days Later 
Charlie's Angels 2 
It Runs in the Family 
The Matrix Reloaded 
Respiro*Wrong Turn 
The Italian Job 
Hollywood Homicide 

10-9 Sun.-Thurs. 
& Sat. 10-9:30 
X-BOX, Playstation 2 for rent 

Middlebury 388-2036 

Vlad Lodoaba 
Heaping their plates with seasonal favorites, students enjoyed a break from brunch at Ross and Proctor to dine 
outdoors with their family and friends during the first Parents' Weekend. 

Public Safety Releases Crime Statistics 
Reported Sex Offenses Up, Crime Down Overall 

definitions described by the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation's Uni-
form Crime Reporting program. 
The Middlebury Police Depart-
ment provides Public Safety with 
"statistical information regarding 
crimes occurring on all public and 
privately held properties adjacent 
or contiguous to the campus as 
defined by federal law," notes the 
Safety and Security Handbook 
2003, which can be obtained from 
Campus Security or online from an 
e-mail sent out to the College com-
munity on Monday. 

The Department of Public 
Safety actively seeks out reports 
from College officials, athletic 
coaches or advisors with "signifi-
cant responsibility for students 
and campus activities," who are re-
quired by federal law to notify Pub-
lic Safety of crimes defined under 
the Clery Act. 

And in accordance with years 
past, the College community will 
be glad to know that no crimes 
have yet been reported on the 
Bread Loaf campus. 

By Daniel Phillips 
NEWS EDITOR 

The results are in: reported 
forcible sex offenses at Middlebury 
College have risen over the past two 
years, while crime as a whole — 
robbery, burglary, arson and liquor 
law violations — has decreased, ac-
cording to the Department of Pub-
lic Safety's annual security report. 

The definitions of on-campus 
crimes reported range from crimi-
nal homicide to larceny— the un-
lawful taking, carrying, leading or 
riding away of property from the 
possession of another— and have 
recently been compiled for the pe-
riod of January 1 through June 30, 
2003. 

The new numbers are pub-
lished alongside the data from the 
complete years 2000-2002, and are 
recorded by geographic location on 
campus. 

The most disconcerting data 
are from sex offenses, which nearly 
jump off the page with eight forc-
ible sex offenses reported on cam-

pus and in residential facilities 
from the start of 2002 until June 30 
of this year, as compared to the to-
tal of three from 2000-2002. 

There have been no records of 
robbery, motor vehicle theft or ag-
gravated assault since 2001, and li-
quor law violation arrests on cam-
pus and on public property have 
fallen steadily over the past two 
years. 

Offenses pertaining to judicial 
referral also reflect the decline in 
liquor law violations, while drug 
violations continue to rise sharply 
and consistently, climbing from 15 
in 2001 to 64 in 2002, with 27 drug 
violations already recorded for the 
2003 period until June 30. 

The crime statistics are as-
sembled by the Dean of Student 
Affairs Office and the Middlebury 
Police Department and released 
annually in compliance with the 
Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Cam-
pus Security Policy and Campus 
Crime Statistics Act. The Clery Act 
mandates the definitions of crimes 
listed, which are reported using the 

PUBLIC SAFETY LOG 
DATE TIME INCIDENT CATEGORY L O C A T I O N D I S P O S I T I O N 

10/5-6/03 Unknown Theft Bike Center for the 
Arts 

Open 

10/7/03 Unknown Theft Bike Bicentennial Hall No Suspects 

10/7/03 2:55 p.m. Vandalism Cut Tire R Lot No Suspects 

10/8/03 10:00 a.m. Theft Gary Fisher Outside N o Suspects 

10/8/03 1:07 p.m. Vandalism Vending Machine Allen Hall Referred to C o m m o n s Dean 

10/9/03 Unknown Theft Bike Ross No Suspects 

10/9/03 Unknown Theft Bike Voter N o Suspects 

10/9/03 7:30 p.m. Theft Bookbag Proctor No Suspects 

10/9-10/03 6:00 p.m. -
11:00 a.m. 

Theft Bike Parts Gifford No Suspects 

10/11/03 1:03-1:17 a.m. Drug Violation Marijuana Joint Pearsons Referred to C o m m o n s Dean 

10/11/03 11:33 a.m. -
1-2:05 p.m. 

Theft Wheelchair Center for the 
Arts 

Case Closed 

10/12/03 12:15 a.m. Vandalism Lamp Post Middlebury Col-
lege Campus 

No Suspects 

10/12/03 3:18 p.m. Collision Hit and 
Run 

M Lot No Suspects 

10/13/03 7:00-9:30 p.m.. Theft Bicycle Wheel Le Chateau Open 

10/18/03 10:54 p.m. Vandalism Folding Chair Prescott (ADP) Referred to Dean of Student Affairs 

10/19/03 11:28 p.m. Driving Violation Reckless Stewart Hill Referred to C o m m o n s Dean 
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College Swept Up by Baseball Series 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE I 

game of the ALCS, balancing her 
support for the Yankees with her 
homework and reading. "1 definitely 
did my work around the game," she 
said. "But it got difficult. I would 
watch and be studying or work 
around it." 

Dean of Advising and Assis-
tant Professor of American Litera-
ture Karl Lindholm teaches a first-
year seminar titled "Segregation in 
America: Baseball's Negro Leagues," 
as well as various other courses on 
the relationship between baseball 
and American culture. A lifelong 

Red Sox fan, Lindholm was "very 
disappointed" and "emotionally 
drain [ed] " after the series, and yet he 
remains loyal to the team that he has 
supported for five decades. 

"I have my life back," Lind-
holm said. "The Red Sox play in the 
postseason was just so exhausting 
— every game was to the ninth [in-
ning]. It's hard because you don't get 
enough sleep, you don't get enough 
work done. But I watched every 
pitch." 

Even President John McCardell 
offered his opinion on the series. 
While his allegiance lies with the Bal-
timore Orioles, he noted, "The Yan-

kees initially opposed the relocation 
of the Browns to Baltimore, this in 
spite of the fact that the Yankee fran-
chise began as the Baltimore Orioles 
before moving to New York in 1902. 
This means I have always hated the 
Yankees. So, I am rooting for the Red 
Sox but fear the Yanks will win." 

Whether supporting the Yan-
kees or the Red Sox, every fan that 
followed the ALCS felt the power 
and emotion of playoff baseball. 
Even those students who lacked 
all interest could not help but be 
touched as the furor and passion of 
the fans inundated the campus for 
seven games of playoff baseball. 

Holiday Travel 
Airport - Amtrak Station 

Transportation 
Catt f o r Rates and Reservation* 

3 8 8 3 8 3 8 

800 388-1002 
w w w . m i d d l c b u r y t m t i t s i i i t «C-Ol î l 

COLLEGESHORTS 
Unfazed 

by Delays 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE I 

members has not overly inconve-
nienced the committees in ques-
tion. Many, such as the Off-Cam-
pus Study Committee, have yet to 
convene. "We do not meet more 
than once or twice in the fall, so the 
lateness of the SGA appointments 
has not been a problem," said Di-
rector of Off-Campus Study David 
Macey. Executive Director of Career 
Services and Chair of the Career 
Services Committee Jaye Rosebor-
ough echoed this indifference, add-
ing, "We have several other student 
groups which advise us that are very 
important to us." 

The Curriculum Committee, 
which has been meeting weekly, 
finds the lack of student member-
ship a deficit, but not a burden. The 
committee, chaired by Associate 
Dean of Faculty Susan Campbell, is 
responsible for overseeing changes 
in course offerings and policies 
of each academic department. In 
making these decisions, Campbell 
noted, "I am sure that the students 
would provide welcome input and 
perspective." 

Still, no committee has prof-
fered unsolicited complaints about 
the lack of student participation. As 
Taylor pointed out, "I have not been 
contacted by any of the faculty/staff 
chairs or members of the these com-
mittees, and I hope and assume that 
if they were on a strict timeline or 
were seriously impeded by the lack 
of student members, they would 
have contacted me." 

The failure to fill the positions 
caps a succession of recent SGA de-
lays, most notably the late SGA Sen-
ate elections. Taylor attributes her 
inability to advertise the committee 
openings earlier to an unclear grasp 
of her new position's duties: "I did 
not know that appointing students 
to College committees fell under my 
job description, and so was caught a 
little off guard when I was contacted 
by Eric Davis [Secretary of the Col-
lege] telling me to do so." Once Tay-
lor understood her responsibilities 
she, too, was impeded by drawn out 
Senate elections. Fearful of "bom-
barding students with e-mails," she 
decided with other SGA members to 
"take care of Senate and SGA com-
mittees first." 

Taylor hopes to transform these 
errors into future years' success: "I 
plan on writing up a timeline for the 
director of membership next year, 
with a clear list and explanation of 
duties, committees and responsibili-
ties, in order to avoid this problem 
in the future." 

Faculty COVERING THE FLEET 

By Andrea Giss ing and Joshua Carson 

NYU Mourns Second Student Suicide 

The New York University community is struggling to accept and under-
stand why two undergraduate students committed suicide from the top stories 
of the Elmer Holmes Bobst Library within one month of each other. 

The most recent death occurred on Oct. ! 1 when 18-year old first-year 
student Stephen Bohler jumped exactly one month after 20-year old junior 
John D. Skolnik took his life. An all-campus e-mail was sent out alerting the 
student body to the suicide and also encouraging them to seek counseling 
which was offered at both the library and Bohler's dormitory. 

Students who knew Bohler described him as an amicable and sociable 
person who did not exhibit any signs of depression or emotional problems. 
His mother, Carolyn Bohler said that, "He was extremely happy to come to 
NYU." While the investigation is continuing, officials believe that Mr. Bohler 
leapt from the balcony of the eighth, nineth or 10th floor at 2:50 p.m. 

NYU has been trying to downplay the incidents, especially over the week-
end while parents and prospective students were touring the school during an 
open house day. 

The University — which has never had a problem with suicide attempts 
from atop the Bobst Library — has increased security at library by posting se-
curity guards on the balconies. Predictably, student use of the library has been 
light as of late. 

Source: The New York Times 

Students Buy Bargain Books front Abroad 

Courtesy 
Winching in the jib, Pete Wolkowski '06.5 sights the trim as Dan Phillips 
'06.5 tails the sheet in a Middlebury Offshore Sailing Team regatta. 

Off-Campus Charity Event 
Strains Police Resources 

called with a noise complaint. "The 
noise levels were unacceptable to 
the neighbors. You were uhable or 
unwilling to control the notée and 
disruption to your neighbors. Ille-
gally parked vehicles, impeding any 
emergency fire or medical response, 
should that have been necessary, ob-
structed the street," wrote Hanley in 
an Oct. 15 letter to Galeski and Mc-
Inerney. 

"We will go to any lengths to 
restore our relations with the police 
and our neighbors," Galeski said. 

Mclnerney said he and Gales-
ki intended to pay the requested 
amount. The money, he explained, 
would most likely be taken from the 
night's $1,000 profit, proceeds ear-
marked for MVAA. 

Hanley said requesting money 
for extra police resources is not un-
precedented, although hosts gener-
ally take care of the additional costs 
before an event. When then-White 
House Press Secretary Ari Fleischer 
'82 visited Middlebury College last 
fall, "the College arranged to cover 
costs of extra police," Hanley said. 

"People have to understand 
that the police department is not a 
Pez container. Our resources are not 
unlimited," he said. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE I 

and Mr. Turco had purchased tick-
ets for the party. Ms. Turco declined 
to comment for this article, and Mr. 
Turco could not be reached for com-
ment. 

Police used pepper spray to 
restrain Mr. Turco as he protested 
Officer Jack Lehneman's attempt to 
arrest his sister for interfering with 
police efforts to remove him from 
the property, the police affidavit al-
leges. 

Court documents state that 
both Mr. and Ms. Turco's blood al-
cohol content exceeded the legal 
limit at the time of the incident. 

Mclnerney and Galeski submit-
ted a letter on behalf of 226 South 
Munger Street residents before the 
event — the fourth in as many years 
— informing the police department 
and local residents of their intent 
to erect a tent in the backyard for 
the formal ball. "Due to the nature 
of the event, minor noise pollution 
may become a problem. We will 
monitor the situation closely," the 
letter stated. 

According to Hanley, police 
were dispatched to the residence 
around 10:30 p.m. after neighbors 

As textbook prices continue to rise and place further economic burden 
on students, many are searching for less expensive alternatives for purchas-
ing books — and they are finding them abroad. Much like prescription drugs, 
textbooks are less expensive when purchased from Europe. In America, both 
students and college stores alike took advantage of the price disparity and pur-
chasing their books from the United Kingdom, France, Israel and the Far East. 
That is until a 1998 Supreme Court ruling stated that re-importing American 
textbooks from abroad violated federal copyright law. 

Now, however, "gray market" sales have skyrocketed on American cam-
puses. The books purchased abroad are practically identical to those purchased 
in the U.S., the only difference is often the words, "International Student Edi-
tion," printed on the front cover. Prices, however, can vary dramatically as 
the "Lehniger Priciples of Biochemistry, Third Edition," sells for $146.15 on 
Amazon.com but only $63.48 plus $8.05 for shipping from the same website 
in Britain. 

Tom Frey, owner of the University Bookstore at Purdue University, 
sells many books purchased overseas at standard US prices. "I buy from 
Amazon.co.uk and from sources in the Far East," he said. "I knew more and 
more students were doing the same thing, individually." Defending its pricing 
policy, the publishing industry maintains that it pegs its prices to local market 
conditions and the per capita income of individual countries. 

The lawyer for the Association of American Publishers, Allan Adler, de-
fended the industry, saying, "The practice of selling U.S. products abroad at 
prices keyed to the local market is longstanding. It's not unusual, it doesn't 
violate public policy and it's certainly not illegal." The National Association of 
College Stores does not see the issue in the same light. Instead, they are urging 
the publishing industry to stop the pricing practice that they view as discrimi-
nating against American students. 

The issue of outrageous textbook prices has come under increased scru-
tiny as of late since Senator Charles E. Schumer of New York proposed making 
the first $1,000 of textbook costs tax deductible in response to reports that stu-
dents are spending 41 percent more on books than in 1998. 

Source: The New York Times 
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The Vermont Long Trail Legend 
By Megan Michelson 

STAFF WRITER 

When Dean Ouellette was 
20 years old, he decided that he 
wanted to hike all 272 miles of the 
Long Trail, which winds along the 
Green Mountains through the en-
tire length of Vermont. He set out 
by himself, with a backpack filled 
with a sleeping bag, tent, unreliable 
cooking stove and enough packaged 
noodles to last him to his set food 
refill point 100 miles along the trail 
at the Middlebury Gap. He carried 
little else with him. "I had no mon-
ey. I was 20 years old, I didn't care. I 
know I wouldn't ever do that today," 
said Ouellette, who now at the age 
of 31 works as the maintenance su-
pervisor of electricians for Middle-
bury College's Facilities Manage-
ment Department. 

Ouellette completed the trail 
in a swift 20 days, averaging just 
over 13 miles a day. When his stove 
stopped working, the young hiker 
sat atop the 4,083 foot peak at Cam-
el's Hump and wondered how he 
would prepare his next meal. Over 
10 years later, he still remembers the 
name of the woman who hiked up 
alongside him and offered to lend 
him money to buy a few items at 
the next store he passed along the 
way. "Her name was Laurie Spauld-
ing. She said she'd lend me $40, but 
when I got to the store, she had left 
$60 waiting for me," Ouellete re-
called. "I sent her a check to reim-
burse her as soon as I completed 
the trail." 

Stories like these are not un-
common on the oldest long-dis-
tance hiking trail in the United 
States — the Long Trail, found right 
here in Vermont. "It may not be the 
longest trail, or even the best trail, 
but it is the oldest," said Ouellette, a 
lifelong Vermonter. The trail crosses 
three arctic-alpine zones, four fed-
eral wilderness areas, six ski resorts, 
a national forest and overlaps with 
over 100 miles of the Appalachian 
Trail. It climbs five peaks, the high-
est being the 3,494 foot summit of 
Mt. Mansfield in Stowe, and it sinks 
to low elevations of around 300 feet 
in areas of southern Vermont. 

What makes the Long Trail 
stand out, however, besides its ven-
erability, is perhaps the trail's degree 
of difficulty. "It is a surprisingly big 

U P IN FLAMES 

We've had people from Alaska, Quebec, Pennsyl-
vania and Georgia just recently. They come from 
all over the place. Last year, New Zealand and 
India were represented on the Long Trail. 

—Keri Foster, membership and volunteer 
coordinator of the Green Mountain Club 

International Paper 
Company Fires Debate 

challenge for people to hike the 
whole distance. A lot of people who 
hike the Appalachian Trail com-
ment on how difficult it is when 
they hit Vermont," said Keri Foster, 
the membership and volunteer co-
ordinator for the Green Mountain 
Club. The Club is Vermont's pre-
mier hiking organization dedicated 
to preserving and protecting the 
Long Trail system. 

Since the trail was completed in 
1930, a recorded 2,400 people have 
hiked it in its entirety. According 
to Foster, there were 188 thru-hik-
ers recorded last year. So far this 
hiking season, which will continue 
until January, the total count is up 
to 90. "It seems as though there's 
more hikers than usual this year. 
The good weather might have had 
an impact. Also, it seems like since 
Sept. 11, more people have decided 
to stay close to home to hike the 
trail in their own backyards," said 
Foster. Only about half of the re-
corded Long Trail hikers, however, 
are actually from Vermont. "We've 
had people from Alaska, Quebec, 
Pennsylvania and Georgia just re-
cently. They come from all over the 
place," she said. "Last year New Zea-
land and India were represented on 
the Long Trail." 

The Green Mountain Club re-
cords thru-hikers by asking indi-
viduals to submit end-to-end ap-
plications and a 10-page summary 
of their hikes, making it difficult to 
keep accurate calculations. "We can 
only track the people who send in 
the application. There are probably 
a lot of people who we can't record. 
And many people wait up to several 
years before filling out their applica-
tion," explained Foster. 

Those who do send in their im-
pressions and stories often include 
humorous and inspirational tales, 
the likes of which can only be had 
in the remote woods of the Green 

Mountains. Hikers have carried 
everything from tubas to rubber 
chickens, documenting their jour-
neys with photographs along the 
way. One city dweller lugged along 
a bulky air mattress and foot pump 
to provide more nighttime comfort. 
Another young hiker, a 14-year-old 
boy from Vermont, proudly claimed 
he finished the entire trail in order 
to prove to his parents that he was 
worthy of earning his driver's per-
mit. Eighty-year-old Bob Northrop 
has completed the Long Trail six 
times. And last summer, a family of 
seven walked all 272 miles together. 

The Long Trail's distance and 
elevation climbs make it a realis-
tic long-distance hike for hikers of 
nearly all experience levels. "The 
time frame is very manageable. Un-
like the Appalachian Trail which 
takes six months to complete, most 
people do the Long Trail in about 
three weeks. It's easy for some peo-
ple to just drop out of their lives for 
27 days and go hike the Long Trail," 
said Foster. 

Ouellette says he may try to do 
the Long Trail again some day, but 
for now, he's focused on his family 
and on climbing all 46 of the 4,000 
foot peaks in New York's Adiron-
dack Mountains. His longing to be 
back on the trail runs deep. "There's 
something great about being able to 
survive solely on what you can carry 
on your back," said Ouellette. What 
draws so many other people to en-
dure the lifestyle of a Long Trail hik-
er is not always known, but accord-
ing to Foster, there is one thing that 
brings people back. "The best fea-
ture of the Trail? It's in Vermont!" 

For more information on 
hiking the Long Trail, visit the 
Green Mountain Club's Web site 
at greenmoutainclub.org, contact 
them by phone at 802-244-4237, or 
stop by at the hiker center in Water-
bury, Vt. 

Schuyler Van Horn 
Surrounded by caution tape, the East Middlebury General Store looks to the future following a fire that tore 
through the building's interior last weekend. 

By Kelsey Rinehart 
STAFF WRITER 

"Stop the tire fire!" was the 
message of the Oct. 15 public fo-
rum aimed at preventing the In-
ternational Paper Co. (IPC) of Ti-
conderoga, N.Y., from using tires 
as a fuel source in its mill boilers. 
"We are here tonight because we 
don't want to breathe the smoke of 
burning tires," said environmental 
advocate for Vermont Public Inter-
est Research Group (VPIRG) Ben 
Davis, who moderated the night's 
discussion. 

The forum was held in response 
to IPC's request to the New York De-
partment of Environmental Conser-
vation (DEC) to conduct a test burn 
of tire-derived fuel (TDF). In a let-
ter expressing IPC's intention, IPC 
Mill Manager Chris Mallon stated, 
"During the 30-day trial, we will 
maintain compliance with all per-
mit limits." The letter, which is also 
signed by Lawrence B. Phillips, IPC's 
environmental scientist, contin-
ues, "In addition, we will monitor 
TDF usage and will limit our TDF 
firing to a maximum of three tons 
per hour, as metered into the bark 
feeder in the wood yard." If grant-
ed a permit to use TDF, IPC would 
shred tires into three-quarter-inch 
strips after removing 95 percent of 
the metal in the tires. 

At the forum, dozens of Ad-
dison County residents, includ-
ing State Senators Gerry Gossens 
and Claire Ayer of Addison County 
and State Legislator Steve Maier of 
Middlebury, listened to three panel-
ists and two representatives of IPC 
assess the tire-burning issue. Panel-
ists included former University of 
Vermont professor Jean Richardson, 
who has done extensive research on 
dioxin (a potent carcinogen released 
during tire burning) and other pol-
lutants, Middlebury physician Jack 
Mayer and David Higbee of the New 
York-based organization Environ-
mental Advocates. Speaking on be-
half of IPC, Mallon and Manager of 
Technical Services Jay Wilson also 
gave statements. 

Mallon began by arguing, "The 
mill [IPC] is interested in doing this 
for economic reasons." He noted 
that fuel prices have skyrocketed re-
cently, although he was also quick to 
mention that the mill was not ask-
ing for regulatory relief. Mallon ex-
plained that IPC seeks to conduct a 
30-day test during which the boilers 
would be stocked with up to 73 tons 
of tires per day. If these tests are suc-
cessful, IPC would then replace five 
to 10 percent of its boiler fuel with 
"tire-derived fuel" (TDF). Mallon 
further contended that the burn-
ing is actually an environmentally 
friendly way to dispose of unwanted 
tire piles, a claim that he defended 
by citing the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency's (EPA) approval of 
the tire burning and its use at plants 
around the country. "We expect no 
adverse effects," he concluded. 

Wilson echoed these senti-
ments, noting that the Ticonderoga 
facility has a long history of envi-
ronmental compliance with local, 
state and national regulations. Wil-
son said that IPC uses "state-of-the-
art combustion control" and "con-
tinuous emissions monitors that 
operate 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week." He said that these envi-
ronmentally aware practices would 
still hold true in the experimental 
tire burn, when IPC would precisely 
identify every chemical compound 
being produced. 

In opposition to the IPC repre-
sentatives, the VPIRG stated, "The 
incineration of tires emits toxic 
heavy metals including mercury, 
lead, chromium, beryllium, cad-
mium and arsenic." VPIRG further 
noted that the burning also releases 
dioxin, which the EPA has recog-
nized as the most potent man-made 
carcinogen known. 

Higbee also responded to the 
IPC statements, first noting that 
there is a minimum of 33 million-
stires in New York. As for these 
tires catching on fire, Higbee cau-
tioned, "it's not if but when," since 
the tires often end up in hazardous 
and unmonitored piles. He warned 
of the severe water and air pollution 
caused by these accidental tire blazes 
and suggested the solution of turn-
ing tire piles into material for road-
beds, as has been done in Maine. 
Higbee said that the belief that tires 
burn so hot that they destroy all 
pollutants is a fallacy and claimed, 
"There is no such thing as 'destroy.' 
When you burn tires, you get energy 
and pollution." He argued that no 
level of emissions was acceptable, 
for once IPC is given a permit, "the 
plant will have an appetite for burn-
ing tires." 

Richardson, who lives about 27 
miles downwind from IPC, stated 
that such a complex mix of pollut-
ants in emissions not only affects air 
quality, but also "rains down onto 
plants and is consumed by animals 
and people." The pollutants perme-
ate the land and water, infecting fish, 
produce, livestock and milk with 
chemicals. Challenging IPC's claims, 
Richardson said she didn't believe 
that IPC's boilers were "state-of-
the-art." She further noted that the 
EPA had found that a Wisconsin 
paper mill, which had tested tires 
as a fuel source, had actually seen 
great increases in pollutant levels. 
"Do we want to be guinea pigs for 
a test?" Richardson questioned an-
grily. "Burning tires will allow them 
to save money, but at what health 
cost?" 

Moyer, a Middlebury-based pe-
diatrician, further focused on pos-
sible health risks by highlighting the 
specific effects of toxins on children, 
pointing out that the EPA regula-
tions are based on adult exposure. 
Moyer said that Persistent Organic 
Pollutants (POPs), many of which 
are carcinogens, tend to accumu-
late in breast milk. He noted that 
during early stages of development, 
children's DNA is more receptive to 
carcinogens, and that pollutants can 
stay in children's bodies longer. 

The panelists' presentations 
were followed by questions from the 
audience, most of which reflected an 
acute concern. Sen. Gossens asked, 
"Are you going to test because of the 
EPA, or to make people feel better? 
Why a test?" The IPC representa-
tives responded, "We are testing for 
a long, long list of toxins. We're go-
ing to test with the best science there 
is." They emphasized, however, that 
they didn't believe the tests would 
show that these pollutants would 
be beyond regulation level, and that 
they were confident that the TDF 
would be used in the future. 

However, Jason Gibbs, spokes-
man for Douglas, stated, "The gov-
ernor believes that, at a time when 
states in the East are working to 
combat air pollution caused by 
plants in the Midwest, the last thing 
Vermont needs is a neighbor from 
across the lake to contribute to that 
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Red, Orange and Gold: Vermont Shows Its Fall Colors 
By Alyssa Thurston 

LOCAL NEWS EDITOR 

The times, they are a-changin' 
— and so are the leaves in Vermont. 
That's right, folks, autumn is here, 
and with it, the landmark foliage 
that causes the mountainsides of 
Vermont to burst into a myriad of 
colors. 

The changing fall colors that 
cover the rural Vermont land-
scape define the state's character. 
Jim Kappel, co-owner of the Swift 
House Inn in Middlebury, says that 
Vermont is particularly known for 
its fall foliage due to the relatively 
large number of maple trees that 
are indigenous to the state's land-
scape. Every fall, generally between 
Sept. 15 and the end of October, 
it is the brilliant red colors of the 
changing maple leaves that add a 
fiery touch to Vermont's autumn 
landscapes, attracting visitors from 
all over the world. 

"When people think of Ver-
mont, they think of foliage and ma-
ple syrup. These are features that 
Vermont is historically known for 
and which other states cannot du-
plicate," Kappel says. He adds that 
Vermont is a particularly attractive 
destination because out-of-state 
visitors "often want to get away 
from the city and see more natu-
ral beauty and color" that the ru-
ral character of Vermont provides 
in droves. 

As a result, foliage-related 
tourism is one of the greatest con-
tributors to Vermont's economy, 
drawing the largest amount of 
visitors to the state compared to 

any other season of the year. Ac-
cording to 2003 statistics from the 
Vermont Department of Tour-
ism and Marketing, 33 percent of 
Vermont's visitors come in the fall, 
followed closely by 32 percent of 
visitors coming in the spring. Of 
these, nearly 12 percent make trips 
specifically to view the state's foli-
age, with 31 percent returning on 
repeat visits. 

This adds up to big bucks for 
the state's businesses. According 
to a 2001 University of Vermont 
study on fall foliage and tourism 
in Vermont, nearly $1.6 billion 
of the state's income comes from 
the influx of tourists in the fall. 
Marguerite Senecal, information 
specialist for the Addison County 
Chamber of Commerce, comments 
that foliage-related tourism "defi-
nitely impacts us locally, big time. 
If we didn't have the foliage in the 
fall, we wouldn't have the tourists, 
and the bed-and-breakfast estab-
lishments, restaurants and stores 
would be empty." 

Where can tourists find the 
best foliage viewing opportunities? 
It depends on the year. According 
to Brian Stone of the Vermont De-
partment of Forests, Parks and Rec-
reation, every fall there is great vari-
ability in the levels and amount of 
foliage color in Vermont. "Predict-
ing where and when the most bril-
liant foliage is, is at best difficult" 
due to the numerous environmen-
tal factors influencing the changing 
colors throughout the state. "On 
the other hand, we can predict that 
across the state there will be bril-
liant spots in every area." 

Schuyler Van Horn 

Local innkeepers like Jim Kappel of the Swift House Inn ( above) help leaf peepers locate the best fall foliage in the area. 

Tourists who come to see those 
brilliant spots certainly have no 
shortage of guides to consult on 
the best times and the best places 
to visit. Besides state guidebooks, 
visitors, can refer to the state and 
local Chambers of Commerce for 
area-specific foliage viewing infor-
mation. Senecal estimates that the 
number of visitors to the Addison 
County Chamber of Commerce 
seeking information quadruples 
during foliage season. 

The Vermont Chamber of 
Commerce runs a popular Web 

site, vermontvacation.com, which 
provides twice-weekly updated fo-
liage reports provided by the Ver-
mont Forestry Department. The 
comprehensive site also features a 
thorough scientific explanation of 
why leaves change color in the fall, 
as well as "foliage travel tips" of-
fering advice on when and where 
to see the best colors throughout 
Vermont. Another source of infor-
mation are local innkeepers, who 
provide out-of-town guests with 
personal assistance and advice. 
Both the Middlebury Inn and the 

Swift House Inn, for example, offer 
advice to guests about scenic routes 
or day trips organized around the 
best places to view foliage at the 
time of their visit. 

As Stone of the Forestry De-
partment states, "I have lived in 
Northern New England all my life 
and have never seen a bad foliage 
year yet. Sometime [in the fall] we 
will have beautiful foliage some-
where in Vermont." And as long as 
the colors of the leaves in Vermont 
keep turning, the tourists will keep 
coming. 

EDITOR'S PICK: WE KNOW YOU'RE BROKE FROM FALL 
BREAK, SO DO SOMETHING FUN AND FREE THIS WEEK-
END:CATCH A LAST GLIMPSE OF THE BRILLIANT FALL 
FOLIAGE AND HEAD TO ONE OF THESE LOCAL DESTINA-
TIONS, RECOMMENDED BY VERMONTVACATION.COM. 

ALL YOU HAVE TO PAY FOR IS GASÎ 

IN AND AROUND ADDISON COUNTY: Areas in the lower 
elevations of Addison County are still experiencing bursts of 
color, especially close to Lake Champlain. For the best views, 
head west of East Middlebury on Routes 30, 22A, 74 and 125. 
Don't have time to take a side trip? Enjoy the view driving back 
to campus from Burlington on Routes 7 or 116 South, where 
leaves are at peak color. 

THE REST OF VERMONT: For a longer but still worthwhile 
drive, head north on Routes 30 and 22 around Rutland County 
lakes, where some areas of foliage are just past peak. For an ex-
tra dose of New England autumn pride, take a side trip to the 
village of Brandon, where the streets are lined with "leaf peo-
ple," as the corn scarecrows are affectionately called. 

GHOST STORIES AND CHILLERS: Boo!! Get a (free) frights fix 
at the Bixby Library in Vergennes on Thursday, Oct. 23. Storytellers 
Tim Jennings and Leann Ponder will be armed with an arsenal of 
creepy stories guaranteed to send a chill up your spine. 

THE HAUNTED MANSION EXPERIENCE: If the ghost stories 
don't frighten you enough, take a trip down to Bennington for a 
tour of a haunted Victorian mansion. You'll love the house — but 
hate its ghosts and its scares! Visit www.parkmccullough.org for 
more information. 

DEER HUNTING 101 WORKSHOP: Always wondered just how 
to hunt deer? We knew you did, so here's your chance to get into 
the action this Saturday, Oct. 25, which is when veteran hunter 
Bill Torrey will hold a deer hunting workshop in the Brynn Family 
Forest in Bristol. Admission for adults is $15; kids are free if ac-
companied by an adult. Lunch and refreshments are included. Call 
(802) 453-7728 for registration and directions. 

_ B E Y O N D T H E — 

BUBBLE 
COMPILED BY ANDREA LAROCCA AND ALYSSA THURSTON 

Vermont to Legalize Pot or Not? 
By Kate Doorley 

STAFF WRITER 

Do you think marijuana should 
be legal? Recently, Vermont has been 
asking itself this very question, and 
members of the Vermont legislature 
are coming up with an answer — yes. 
The state government is currendy in 
the process of drafting legislation 
which would legalize marijuana in 
Vermont. 

Last spring, the Vermont Sen-
ate passed a bill which legalized the 
use of marijuana for medicinal pur-
poses, and a similar bill is now before 
the State House of Representatives. 
Although this legislation has been 
drafted, it is uncertain whether it will 
pass, since there is significant oppo-
sition to the bill in both the House 
and in the Gov. Jim Douglas' office. 

Likewise, there is both support 
and opposition for the legalization of 
marijuana throughout the country. 
Over 70 million people in the United 
States have tried marijuana at least 
once in their lives, which makes it 
one of the nation's most commonly 
used drugs. In most states, however, 
marijuana remains an illegal sub-
stance. Nationwide, there are only 
eight states, most prominently Cali-
fornia, which already have medical 
marijuana laws. 

Vermont currently has what 
is known as a pseudo-prescriptive 
marijuana law. Under this law, Ver-
monters are allowed to possess mari-
juana if they have obtained the drug 
direcdy from a valid prescription. 
Federal law, however, prohibits any 
drug store or pharmacy from sup-
plying marijuana, thus negating the 
current Vermont law. 

Supporters of medical mari-
juana claim that the drug can be 
beneficial to people suffering from 
cancer, AIDS, glaucoma, multiple 

sclerosis, epilepsy and chronic pain. 
The Marijuana Policy Project, a pro-
legalization lobbying organization 
based in Washington, D.C., that is 
behind the current legalization ef-
forts in Vermont, asks, "Doctors are 
allowed to prescribe cocaine, mor-
phine and methamphetamines, why 
not marijuana?" 

Nationally, there is a strong sup-
port for medical marijuana. Accord-
ing to a Pew Poll compiled between 
February 14 and 19, 2001, 73 per-
cent of American adults supported 
medical marijuana use. Here at 
diddleburv College, there is also a 

good deal of support for legalizing 
marijuana. One student argued, "If 
it furthers a doctor's ability to treat 
his patients, then doctors should be 
allowed to have the use of that sub-
stance." 

Opponents of the proposed leg-
islation, however, argue that the risks 
of prolonged marijuana use are still 
unknown, that marijuana in its com-
mon market state is too impure to 
use as medication and that the side 
effects outweigh the potential ben-
efits. They also claim that legalizing 
marijuana for medicinal use simply 
opens the gateway to legalization of 
marijuana in general, which can lead 
to more serious drug use. 

The medical community has 
also expressed concern about the 
medical uses of the drug. Mark 
Peluso, medical doctor of the Parton 
Health Center, said, "There are risks 
and benefits to every clinical situa-
tion and intervention. Side effects 
of interventions should be weighed 
against the proposed benefits, and 
patients should be given unbiased 
information from which they can 
make informed choices." Peluso also 
noted the many dangerous side ef-
fects of marijuana, including im-
paired behavior, lung damage and 

addiction. "Clearly," he pointed out, 
"it is not a benign drug." 

While taking these criticisms 
into account, the members of the 
Vermont Senate still passed the Sen-
ate bill legalizing the use of marijua-
na for medicinal purposes. Senator 
Claire Ayer, D-Addison County, was 
one of the sponsors of the Senate bill, 
which passed by a vote of 22-7. 

She explained her position 
by saying, "I feel that the legisla-
tion gives enough medical and legal 
structure to make it a reasonable, 
safe, compassionate way to ease suf-
fering. It's a shame to make sick and 
suffering folks into violators of the 
law at a time when we dispense so 
many other potentially dangerous 
medications in confidence that they 
will be used properly and without 
danger to society." 

Whether the bill passes will be 
determined by how many House 
representatives agree with Ayer's ar-
gument. Even if it does pass in the 
House, the bill still faces an uphill 
climb. Douglas has already vowed to 
veto the bill should it reach his desk. 
According to the 2003 Legislative 
Report of the Vermont Association 
of Hospitals and Health Systems, 
much of the opposition in Mont-
pelier is based on the fact that using 
medical marijuana, even if it were le-
gal in Vermont, would still be illegal 
under federal law. Additionally, there 
are currently other drugs available 
to treat many of the symptoms that 
marijuana would be used to treat. 

On the other hand, a recent re-
laxation of drug laws in other states 
and in Canada, along with an in-
crease in public support for such 
legislation, may indicate that the 
tides could change. As a result, Ver-
mont may very well soon become 
the ninth state in the country with 
legalized medical marijuana policies. 

http://www.parkmccullough.org
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Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of an Independent Vermont 
By Andrea M. LaRocca 

LOCAL NEWS EDITOR 

"I pledge allegiance to the 
flag of the united state of ... Ver-
mont?" Yes, you may have to rethink 
the Pledge of Allegiance. And no, 
that's not a joke, at least not if the 
Second Vermont Republic (SVR) 
has anything to say about it. This 
newly formed democratic grass-
roots group is devoted to restoring 
Vermont to its original 1777-1791 
status of an independent republic 
— in other words, establishing Ver-
mont as a sovereign nation. It has 
been steadily recruiting support and 
makiiig its case to Vermont citizens 
with an increasingly loud voice. 

The message of the SVR was re-
cently heard at an Oct. 8 University 
of Vermont lecture entitled "Ver-
mont Independence Movement." 
Professor Thomas H. Naylor, who is 
a former Duke University econom-
ics professor of 30 years and was 
a visiting economics professor at 
Middlebury in 1993, spoke on be-
half of SVR to explain the group's 
purpose, reasoning, and future ac-
tions. 

As one of the founding mem-
bers of the SVR and the author of 
"The Vermont Manifesto," a book 
that details the possible seccession 
of Vermont, Naylor is considered 
an expert on the subject. Wasting 
no time at the lecture, he posed 
four questions to the audience for 
consideration and promised that he 
would answer these on behalf of the 
SVR: Why should Vermont secede 
from the United States? Would it be 
economically possible for Vermont 
to secede? Would it be constitution-
al for Vermont to secede? What is 
the politic feasibility of secession? 

Addressing the first question, 
Naylor argued that that no empire 
has withstood the test of time. He 
is convinced that the U.S. empire 
is now at the point when it is no 
longer sustainable "economically, 

agriculturally, socially, culturally 
and environmentally." He specifi-
cally noted how globalization, the 
full-spectrum dominance of the 
United States, imperial overstretch, 
the war on terrorism and congres-
sional gridlock are slowly eroding 
the power of the American empire. 
Naylor proposed that Vermont rec-
ognize this declining empire and 
secure its own sovereignty while it 
still can, 

Furthermore, Naylor con-
tended that Vermont is drasti-
cally different than other states. It 
therefore should, by all rights, be 
an independent nation-state. "Ver-
mont is smaller, more rural, more 
democratic, less violent, less com-
mercial, more egalitarian and more 
independent than most states," said 
Naylor. He pointed out, for instance, 
that Vermont has no military bases, 
no large cities and no huge compa-
nies. As an independent nation, he 
argued, no one would have any rea-
son to attack Vermont. "And what 
would they do anyway, burn the 
sugar maple crop?" he joked. Na\ -
lor emphasized that Vermont is not 
a threat to anyone, yet the United 
States is a current threat to Ver-
mont, in terms of the possible risk 
of the re-institution of military con-
scription. Appealing to the unique 
character of Vermont that he had 
earlier defined, Naylor questioned 
the audience, "How many of you are 
willing to risk your life for McDon-
alds, gas-guzzling SUVs, Bill Gates, 
and Fortune-500 companies?" 

Next, Naylor turned to what 
he called the "myth" that Vermont 
could not economically survive as 
an independent country. He not-
ed that Vermont has a population 
of 608,000 people, already making 
it larger than 50 countries world-
wide. Of the 10 richest countries 
in the world, five, such as Norway 
and Denmark, have smaller popu-
lations than Vermont. Furthermore, 
the state annually imports $3 billion 

IPC's Tire Burning Plans 
Spark Local Concerns 

C O N T I N U E D FROM PAGE 6 

problem." 
Community residents also 

strongly voiced their concerns. John 
Bruckner of Shoreham, who can see 
the mill from his house, commented 
that the stench of the fumes that IPC 
already generates is appalling. "The 
odor is almost bad enough to cause 
dry heaves — and that's without 
burning fires," Bruckner said. "It's 
disgusting, and you want to throw 
tires on top of that." For the past two 
weeks, fellow Shoreham resident 
Michelle Eagan has been circulat-
ing a petition asking for Vermont 
authorities to intervene in the New 
York permitting process that would 
allow IPC to burn tires, and told 
those at the forum that she had al-
ready gathered 80 signatures. 

Despite the IPC's efforts 
through the forum to reassure the 

ia»n Awr/itnY it f 
m m 

AUfUUO 
iAJBAKA 

BAHAMAS 
nom» 

M! Mn i n c 
Bt KM: RW Mot 

tel 4m {Mvt Actwr. 
' I f 

surrounding community of their 
safety of the tire-burning practices, 
Davis is now putting together a letter 
addressed to the governor, which, he 
says, Twill be signed by many elected 
officials, groups and citizens." Davis' 
basic demand is that "the governor 
should do everything in his power to 
ensure that there will be no harm to 
human health and the environment 
before the test burn takes place. That 
means mobilizing the Health Dep-
tartment, the Agriculture Deptart-
ment, the Attorney General's Office 
and the DEC to all weigh in and sign 
off that Vermonters are safe from 
the effects of burning tires." 

Davis said VPIRG has "a very 
specific list of demands we will in-
sist be met before any burning takes 
place." 

The forum was followed by a 
protest march across the Champlain 
Bridge on Saturday morning. The 
VPIRG organized the march, which 
attracted about 50 people of all ages. 
Walkers carried signs bearing mes-
sages varying from "No Tire Fire" 
to "Where's the Health Dept.?" and 
"Where's Jim Douglas?" Clearly, res-
idents of Vermont feel very strongly 
about the IPC's tire-burning plans. 
It appears that the IPC will continue 
to face strong community opposi-
tion should the mill decide to go 
ahead with adopting the new tire-
burning methods. 

Andrea Larocca 

Thomas Naylor spreads the word about the Second Vermont Republic at a University of Vermont lecture. 

worth of goods and exports slightly 
less. Naylor argued this gives Ver-
mont a solid foundation for eco-
nomic independence. While he 
admitted that Vermont could not 
be economically self-sufficient, he 
again compared it to other small 
countries, noting that Japan, for 
instance, is also not economically 
self-sufficient yet is still obviously a 
powerful and successful nation. 

To insure economic indepen-
dence as a nation, Naylor proposed 
the Green Mountain Strategy. This 
economic plan focuses on produc-
ing high quality, high value, high 
price1 goods fbf hiche markets 
(which Vermont already does), as 
well as further investing in the sus-
tainable agricultural practices that 
Vermont also currently employs. 
Naylor comically mentioned that 
Vermont need only to focus on 
translating its reasons for indepen-
dence into products, since "selling 
the Vermont mystique, both politi-
cally and actually, is what may make 
this work." 

At long last, Naylor addressed 
what many people view as the most 
important issue of all — the consti-
tutionality of Vermont secession. 
Naylor, however, stated that the 
SVR is simply following the inten-
tions of our forefathers. According 
to the Declaration of Independence, 
"Whenever any form of govern-
ment becomes destructive, it is the 
right of the people to alter or abol-
ish it and to institute a new govern-
ment." He contended, "140 years 
ago, Abe Lincoln did a number on 
us and convinced us that secession 
in unconstitutional. Nothing is 
farther from the truth." For several 
specific political reasons, including 
nullification precedents, ratification 
precedents, the compact of sover-
eign states, and the 10th Amend-
ment, Naylor argued that not only 
are secession actions constitutional, 
but they are also promoted by the 
constitution in times and for rea-
sons such as those that Vermont is 
now facing. 

He concluded with a discus-
sion of the political feasibility of 
Vermont secession. He pointed out 
that in 1985, nearly no one would 
predict that by 1989 the Soviet 
Union would no longer exist — in 
other words, history has shown that 
anything is possible. With this in 
mind, Naylor outlined a political 
movement for secession. It would 
begin with a citizens' request that 
calls upon a statewide representa-
tive convention to rescind the 1791 

Andrea Larocca 
Concerned citizen Ken Lawless said, "Secession should be a last resort. We 
shouldn't take Cherry Garcia away from America yet. We should lead from 
within and change the union before we change anything else." 

request to join the U.S. union. Such 
an action would have to be ap-
proved by two-thirds of the repre-
sentative constituency. If approved, 
Naylor says that Vermont would 
then deliver a statement of their 
independence (likely modeled after 
the Declaration of Independence) 
to Washington D.C. At this point, 
Naylor said Vermont would simply 
have to act as an independent na-
tion-state, though he admitted there 
would likely be some national back-
lash. Naylor does think that there is 
the possibility of Vermont secession 
being non-violent, suggesting that 
the David and Goliath metaphor 
may apply in this instance. 

At the end of Naylor's argu-
ment for Vermont secession, anoth-
er member of the SVR, John Polk, 
took the stand and read the first 
draft of the Vermont Declaration of 
Independence, which he is currently 
writing and revising. Both Naylor 
and Polk then answered questions 
and specifically asked for sugges-
tions about the Declaration, since 
they hope to read this on the steps 
of the Vermont capital next fall. 

Not surprisingly, the audience 
had mixed reactions to the message 
of the lecture and to the SVR's Dec-

laration — some signed up imme-
diately to join the SVR, while oth-
ers walked out halfway through the 
event. UVM student David Bates '06 
seemed cautious about the SVR's 
message, saying, "I don't think se-
cession is a good idea, even though 
Vermont is very different from the 
rest of the union. I think it's bet-
ter to stay in and change the union 
from within than to be an outcast." 
Ken Lawless, a concerned Vermont 
resident, echoed these sentiments: 
"Secession should be a last resort 
because it would leave the other 
49 states in the clutches of Bush. A 
small state can lead! We shouldn't 
take Cherry Garcia away from 
America yet. We should lead from 
within and change the union before 
we change everything else." 

Regardless of these views, the 
SVR will continue to advocate Ver-
mont independence throughout 
the state. If you would like more 
information about the Second Ver-
mont Republic, visit www.vermon 
tsoveignty.com, call 802-651-7642, 
or attend one of the upcoming SVR 
meetings (publicized in local news-
papers). And if nothing else, con-
sider the idea of a Vermont Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

http://www.vermon
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Meeting Half Way on the Bridge to GLBTQ Inclusion 
In the Oct. 9 issue of The Mid-

dlebury Campus, an anonymous 
student stated: "I totally support 
gay rights, but I feel as though most 
of the events are more focused on 
the 'in-group' of MOQA members, 
rather than building bridges with 
the rest of the school" ("MOQA 
Colors McCullough Lawn with New 
Closet"). 

As the co-presidents of Middle-
bury Open Queer Alliance (MOQA), 

we would like to address this inter-
pretation because we feel that it is 
contradictory to the purpose of the 
Coming Out Week events. 

MOQA sponsored Coming 
Out Week in an effort to make the 
College community aware of the 
coming out process and to initiate 
discussion regarding issues of sex-
ual orientation. Designed to target 
members and non-members alike, 
our events invited the community 

to participate in dialogue and cel-
ebrate freedom of open sexual ex-
pression. 

For example, the Ally Meeting 
was geared specifically to educate 
the community on how to help 
build bridges between GLBTQ stu-
dents and allies, and create an ac-
cepting and respectful environment. 
The very essence of the Ally group is 
to provide a forum for people who 
might not participate in MOQA on 

Homophobia Incites Marriage Protection Week 
On the anniversary of Matthew a man and a woman." 

Shepherd's death, on the heels of He goes on to applaud tra 
Coming Out Week and in the midst ditional, heterosexual two-par 
of lobbying for a Constitutional 
amendment that would limit mar-
riage to heterosexual couples, Presi-
dent Bush has created a week that 
condemns the possibility of same-
sex marriage. Citizens across the 
country have expressed their out-
rage at Bush's Marriage Protection 
Week, and with good reason. 

National Marriage Protection 
Week occurred October 12 to 18, 
and was designed by Bush and the 
Alliance for Marriage as "as a week 
dedicated to preserving the sacred 
institution of marriage," which they 
see as "under attack." 

The official Web site, marriage 
protectionweek.com, blatantly urg-
es Americans to show their support 
and not to "bow down to the desires 
of the.. .homosexuals." 

In his proclamation, President 
Bush describes marriage as "a sa-
cred institution... a union between 

ent families at the expense of any 
possibility for diversity, using the 
justification of "the well-being of 
children." 

I support Bush's effort to 
strengthen families and improve 
the environments in which children 
are raised. However, he is speak-
ing from homophobia and bigotry 
rather than good sense. 

While Bush's argument that 
"children raised in households 
headed by married parents fare 
better than children who grow up 
in other family structures" can be 
backed up by statistics, it fails to 
take into account a number of oth-
er factors. 

First of all, the correlation be-
tween two-parent households and 
children "faring better" in life does 
exist, but it does NOT imply cau-
sation. 

Other factors in the family's 

environment also play a part, such 
as income, education, etc. There is 
even evidence that children of ho-
mosexual couples fare just as well 
as children of heterosexual cou-
ples, and indeed the sex/gender of 
the parents has little to do with a 
family's strength, health and sup-
portiveness. 

Bush's intentions are sadly mis-
guided by hatred, discrimination 
and fear. How can he believe that 
such condemnation of homosexu-
ality, even calling homosexual re-
lationships "harmful," can "work to 
create a compassionate, welcoming 
society, where all people are treated 
with dignity and respect"? 

Clearly, Bush's efforts to "pro-
mote the well-being of children" 
and "strength[en] our society" are 
effects of underlying homophobia 
and bigotry. 

JlLLIAN WEISER ' 0 6 
AN UNDECLARED MAJOR FROM 

SUAMICO, W i s . 

a weekly basis, but are interested in 
understanding and getting involved 
with gay issues. 

MOQA's presence on campus 
has not always been felt in the past. 
As MOQA has changed each year 
based on the needs of its members, 
the group has provided varying de-
grees of community outreach. This 
year, we are reaching out to the cam-
pus more than we have in the past 
and we are challenging the commu-
nity to grapple with issues of sexual 
orientation and gender. 

Our goals are to make the cam-
pus aware of such issues and to cre-
ate a respectful community. Exclu-
sion is the antithesis of our goals, as 
we are striving to include as many 
people as possible in our events. 

Although we are often afraid to 
admit it, homophobia exists at Mid-
dlebury. While it does not always 
take the form of open hostilities, it 
appears more subtly. One form is 
silence, the unwillingness of people 
to talk about sexual orientation and 
gender. 

This silence marginalizes 
GLBTQ persons and causes them 
to be invisible on campus. Hetero-
sexism, when others assume and act 
as if everyone is heterosexual, also 
causes invisibility. 

If MOQA appears exclusive, 
it is because of the silent reception 
that is given to GLBTQ students. 
There are times when we put up 
signs only to find them torn down, 
erasing the voice of MOQA mem-
bers, and erasing sexual diversity 

and tolerance at Middlebury. Thus, 
a vicious cycle is created: homopho-
bia fosters an environment of fear 
and indifference towards GLBTQ 
students and issues. 

This general sentiment results 
in low attendance at many of our 
events, our only vehicle of educat-
ing the community about gay issues. 
Without outreach, there cannot be 
change, yet homophobia limits our 
ability to educate. 

We are beginning the process 
of opening communication lines 
between the GLBTQ community 
and the rest of the campus. To build 
bridges, MOQA is reaching out to 
the community, increasing visibility, 
and initiating discussion. We put to-
gether Coming Out Week to educate 
and make the community aware of 
gay issues and how others can help. 
But we cannot build bridges alone. 

As Professor Kevin Moss ex-
plained at the Ally Meeting on 
Tuesday, Oct. 7, the responsibility of 
creating an accepting and respectful 
community cannot fall solely on the 
shoulders of GLBTQ students. Re-
sponsibility falls on all of us in the 
community. MOQA is taking the 
first step toward building bridges. 
Please meet us halfway. 

G A B FONSECA ' 0 4 

A POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR FROM 

CARMEL, N .Y . 

JENA SIEGEL ' 0 4 

A PYSCHOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY 

DOUBLE MAJOR FROM PURCHASE, 

N . Y . 

Truth, Academia, 
and the Christian Faith 
October 23-25, 2003 

Thursday October 2 3 . 2 0 0 3 

"Truth, Religion, and Postmodern Skepticism: Can the Truth Be Known?" 
David O'Hara '91 - PhD Candidate (Philosophy) Pennsylvania State University 

7:30pm - BiHall 216 

Friday October 2 4 . 2 0 0 3 

" The Historical Evidence for Jesus" 
Edwin Yamauchi, PhD - Professor of Ancient History at Miami University 

4:30pm - BiHall 220 
"Reason, Faith, and the Reasons for Faith" 

Daniel Harrell, PhD - Park Street Church, Boston 
7:30pm - BiHall 220 

Barbeque on Discovery Patio - Bicentennial Hall 
Please join us between lectures for a full meal and open discussion with lecture speakers 

6:00pm (Great Hall if poor weather) 

Saturday October 2 5 , 2 0 0 3 

"The Eternal Significance of Education" 
Dennis Okholm, PhD - Professor of Theology, Azusa Pacific University 

11:00am Lecture - BiHall 220 

"Expressing Truth in Music" 
A workshop on incorporating beliefs into music 5:00pm Chateau Grand Salon open to student musicians 

Jeremy Casella and Cason Cooley 

Concert: 
Jeremy Casella and Cason Cooley 

9:00pm - Ross Dining Hall 
Folk-rock musicians from Nashville, T N 

A Symposium organized by 
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship 

with support from the Chaplain's Office 
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EDITORIAL 
Tire-Derived Fuel Threatens 

Addison County's Environmental Health 

T h e In te rna t iona l Paper C o m p a n y ' s T iconderoga , N.Y., 
mill h o p e s to incinerate u p to 73 tons of tires each day to 
generate power for its boilers. Plant officials cite r ising energy 
costs as the dr iv ing force b e h i n d their decision to investigate 
t i re-derived fuel (TDF) . 

The i r p roposed "test b u r n " raises ser ious concerns for 
Addison Coun ty , which lies directly d o w n w i n d f r o m the mill. 
In te rna t iona l Paper may be b o u n d by New York state regula-
t ions, b u t the w i n d doesn ' t d iscr iminate . Each gust car ts tox-
ins across the r ibbon- l ike str ip of Lake C h a m p l a i n and de-
posi ts t h e m across central Vermont . 

T D F m u s t therefore be viewed as a regional concern 
that renders state b o u n d a r i e s of secondary impor t ance . Ver-
m o n t ' s s t rong record of env i ronmen ta l p ro tec t ion mus t no t 
be c o m p r o m i s e d , n o r m u s t New York s u c c u m b to the w h i m 
of i ndus t ry at the expense of the e n v i r o n m e n t and h u m a n 
heal th . 

New York and Vermont have effectively col laborated on 
c leaning u p Lake C h a m p l a i n , which s t raddles their respec-
tive borders . This progress s tands to be considerably u n d o n e 
if the test b u r n becomes rou t ine . G o v e r n m e n t officials and 
local residents alike should be a l a rmed at the prospec t of 
c o n t a m i n a t i n g the air s imply because In te rna t iona l Paper 
has chosen to a d o p t a n i cke l - and -d ime app roach to energy 
costs. 

It's n o secret tha t tire inc inera t ion is hazardous . T h e c o m -
bus t ion process emi t s a h a n d f u l of heavy meta ls tha t include 
mercury , lead and arsenic. It also unleashes dioxin, which the 
Env i ronmen ta l Pro tec t ion Agency has labeled a p o t e n t car-
c inogen tha t m a y bui ld u p in mea t and da i ry p roduc t s . 

Given the l a u n d r y list of env i ronmen ta l threats posed by 
TDF, In te rna t iona l Paper m u s t look beyond its ba lance sheet . 
H a r d e c o n o m i c decis ions m a y balance the company ' s b o o k s 
over the shor t t e rm , b u t only sustainable — and ne ighbor ly 
— pract ices will pay d iv idends over the long t e rm. 

Tha t m e a n s tak ing account of the regional e c o n o m y and 
the potent ia l ly de t r imen ta l impac t tire b u r n i n g m a y have on 
its inhabi tan ts . 

Addison C o u n t y residents, inc lud ing m e m b e r s of the 
M i d d l e b u r y College c o m m u n i t y , shou ld reject In te rna t iona l 
Paper 's T D F proposa l wholesale. 

Given the College's s t rong t rad i t iona l of env i ronmen ta l 
consciousness , it shou ld con t r ibu te to the resistance move-
m e n t that has been spawned by the mill 's t roub l ing scheme. 
We can con t r ibu te to the m o u n t i n g scientific evidence tha t 
d e m o n s t r a t e s the dangers of t ire c o m b u s t i o n . We can also 
con t r ibu te valuable m a n p o w e r to the awareness-rais ing c a m -
paign. 

It's o u r backyard , too . 
In te rna t iona l Paper, tucked on the oppos i t e side of Lake 

C h a m p l a i n , shou ldn ' t be able to recklessly soil it. 

Middlebury and the CM' Word 
Once again the word minority 

has been juxtaposed with the word 
"unqualified" on the Middlebury 
campus. As a senior here and most 
importantly, as a black woman, I 
sometimes wonder how my fellow 
academic peers perceive me, or ev-
ery other minority for that matter. 
Why are we such an enigma? Yes, 
our skin tones vary from yellow to 
cocoa brown, however, that does 
not hinder the number of brain 
cells we possess. While listening to 
the arguments of some conserva-
tives, I am often appalled at the in-
correct statements and somewhat 
condescending tone. It seems to 
be the case that many believe that 
when seeking diversity, colleges and 
universities discriminate against 
non-minorities by prohibiting 
them from competing fairly against 
minorities. 

Many even go as far as saying 
that affirmative action violates the 
Equal Protection Clause. Much to 
the dismay of many, affirmative ac-
tion is not a method in which mi-
norities who are "unqualified" are 
chosen. Instead, the policy takes 
into account those minorities who 
are in fact outstanding, those whose 
overall intellect as well as leadership 
qualities outweigh the typical 1600-
SAT-score applicant. No, this does 
not imply that we don't perform 
well on the SAT as the very biased 
statistics prove. It does, however, 
prove that there are thousands of 
minorities who are succeeding at 
prestigious institutions like Middle-
bury. Although I was assured that 
most campus conservatives are con-
fident that at Middlebury, students 
are admitted only if the admissions 
office believes they can succeed 
here, their overall attitudes counter 
that notion. 

I think many conservatives fail 
to understand the significance of 
the Equal Protection Clause. Yes, the 
clause states that one cannot be dis-
criminated against because of race. 
However, the overall basis of the law 
is to provide "equal application" of 
the laws. Sadly, but true, the people 
in the United States of America who 
benefit most from our "equal" laws 
are upper-middle-class white males. 
Perhaps if this were not the case, 
we wouldn't need policies like af-
firmative action. The same people, 
who denied basic civil rights to hu-
man beings dating back to the slave 
trade, are the same individuals who 
created our pre-dated laws. There-
fore one can validly infer that the 
level of "equality" within our con-
stitution is in fact questionable. 

The language often used to 
address affirmative action is quite 
disturbing. The word minority is 
loosely used with phrases like: It 
maybe in the best interest of colleg-
es to select minorities for the sake 
of diversity. First of all there isn't a 
student here who is accepted for the 
sake of anything besides their over-
all profound intellect. 

Secondly, contrary to the stan-
dard definition of minority, which 
alludes to inferiority, it is because 
of minorities that America is such 
a "melting pot." Even more so, it is 
because of minorities that Middle-
bury College is starting to become 
such a tasteful cosmopolis. What do 
you do for fun? You go to a Riddim 
dance club workshop. When do you 
eat delicious meals? When Pan Car-
ribiean Students Organization or 
Alianza Latinoamericana y Cari-
bena has a weekend dinner. When 
do you talk about the impact of the 
Civil Rights Movement on Black 
America? During an African Ameri-

can Alliance meeting. 
Neither Middlebury nor the 

entire world would be the same 
without the influence of minor-
ity thought and action. Yet sill, it 
is hard to believe that we succeed 
based on our mind. Why should 
any minority have to wonder if 
a student or professor is judging 
them because of the pigment in 
their skin? It is the 21st century and 
ignorance continues to be blissful 
for many. How else could one as-
sume that admission standards are 
"lowered" for people of color?! 

What is even more interesting 
to me is when some even refer to the 
views of Clarence Thomas, the only 
African-American in the Supreme 
Court, and how he believes that mi-
nority preference "unfairly marks 
those blacks who would succeed 
without discrimination (affirmative 
action)." First of all, it is because 
of affirmative action that Clarence 
Thomas is a Supreme Court Justice. 
That doesn't mean that he lacks in-
tellectual greatness. It does, howev-
er, mean that thanks to affirmative 
action, Blacks who would otherwise 
be overlooked for such a prominent 
position are actually taken into con-
sideration. There are many brilliant 
minorities who are discriminated 
against simply because of their skin 
color, thus the need for affirmative 
action. Furthermore, I think that 
those who oppose affirmative action 
need to assess the true definition of 
the policy as opposed to assuming 
what one may think the definition 
is. These assumptions only lead to 
the continuous degradation of us 
"overqualified" minorities. 

C R Y S T A L B E L L E ' 0 4 

AN ENGLISH MAJOR FROM 

BROOKLYN, N . Y . 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
To the Editor: 

I am writing in response to the last article on SGA 
elections. The article portrayed hostilities between the 
SGA and ITS that, by the time of the article's publication, 
no longer existed. Yes, on October 5, Drew Pugsley and 
I did make those statements, but we were ill informed. 
The next day, better informed, we recanted those state-
ments and attempted to offer a more updated account of 
events. The October 5 statements were printed anyway 

with no mention that they were recanted. Thus, the ar-
ticle created the false impression that Drew and I were 
angry with ITS at the time of the article's publication. 
We would like to apologize for our role in this mishap, 
and thank ITS for all their help. 

Sam Rodriguez '04 
SGA President 

O P I N I O N S S U B M I S S I O N P O L I C Y 
The Opinions pages of The Middlebury Campus provide a forum for constructive and respectful dialogue on substantive issues. With this in 
mind, The Campus reserves the right to deny publication of all or part of a submission for reasons including, but not limited to: the making 
of assertions based on hearsay; the relation of private conversations; the libelous mention of unverifiable events; the use of vulgar language or 
personal attacks. Any segment of a submitted article that contains any of the aforementioned will be removed before publication. Contributors 
will be allowed to reference prior articles published in the Opinions section or announcements for the public record. The Campus will not accept 
or print anonymous letters. The opinions expressed by contributors to the Opinions section, as well as reviews, columns, editorial comics and 
other commentary, are views of the individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the newspaper. The Campus welcomes 
letters to the editor at 250 words or less, or opinions submissions at 700 words or less. Submit works to campus@middlebury.edu, Drawer 30, 
directly to the Opinions Editor or via the paper's Web site at www.middleburycampus.com. To be considered for publications, submissions must 
be received by 5 p.m. Tuesday. The Campus reserves the right to edit all submissions. 

The Middlebury Campus (USPS 556-060), the student newspaper of Middlebury College, is published by The Middlebury Campus Publica-
tions. Publication is every Thursday of the academic year, except during offical college vacation periods and final examinations. Editorial and 
business offices are located in Hepburn Hall Annex, Middlebury College. The Middlebury Campus is produced on Apple Macintosh computers 
using Adobe InDesign 2.Q and is printed by BD Press in Burlington, Vt. The advertising deadline for all display and classified advertising is 5 p.m. 
Friday for the following week's issue. Mailing address: The Middlebury Campus, Drawer 30, Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vt. 05753. Office 
phone: (802) 443-5736. Business phone: (802) 443-5737. Please address distribution concerns to the Business Director. First class postage paid 
at Middlebury, Vt., 05753. 
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Wc\t JH&Mdhtrg Campus ONLINE POLL: 
H o w W O U L D YOU RATE THE SGA'S PERFORMANCE T H I S YEAR? 

NEXT WEEK'S QUESTION: 

WILL YOU BE WATCHING THE WORLD 

SERIES, EVEN THOUGH THE RED SOX LOST? 
VOTE ONLINE AT WWW.MIDDLEBURYCAMPUS.COM 

G O O D I D E A S , N O T M U C H A C T I O N 
4 4 % 

W H A T ' S 

THE 

S G A ? 

28% 

28% 
F I G H T I N G FOR T H E S T U D E N T B O D Y 

Note: Results based on 
39 votes cast between 
Oct. 10 and Oct. 21 at 
www.middleburycampus.com 

Recall Rodriguez: Constitution Doesn't Matter Anyway 
Perhaps in our small corner of Vermont 

we can garner some important lessons from 
the events of the past few weeks in California. 
Raging incompetence. Severe apathy. Dis-
regard for constituents. These were charges 
that Republicans like Tom McClinkock and 
Arnold Schwarzenegger leveled against out-
going Governor Gray Davis. The issue of The 
Middlebury Campus three weeks ago first 
compelled me to put forward these remarks, 
but I chose to give the Rodriguez administra-
tion the benefit of the doubt. Now, with three 
weeks worth of revelations about the compe-
tency -r- or lack thereof — of Mr. Rodriguez 
and his carefully selected cabinet, I feel I must 
make my disappointment known. 

What I hear coming from the Student 
Government Association (SGA) cabinet is 
excuses. Frankly, I found it appalling how 
not one of the members of the SGA took real 
responsibility for the election foul-ups these 
past few weeks. They have a simple job — to 
organize Senate elections. It's what they've 
been mandated to do, and placing all or most 
of the blame on Information and Technology 

Services (ITS) was entirely disrespectful and in-
appropriate. The people at ITS work tirelessly 
to accommodate the needs of students and fac-
ulty, and they should not be held responsible 
because Mr. Rodriguez could not get his act 
together enough to give them the compulsory 
one week notice to set up the election Web site. 
He preferred to frantically ask them to do it the 
night before, a request ITS was unable to grant. 

Mr. Rodriguez came into his office with 
promises of change, claiming the privileged sta-
tus of an "outsider." Yet he has failed entirely to 
appreciate that it takes some degree of famil-
iarity with the SGA and the College adminis-
tration to get substantive things done. An info 
table and an online grievance forum hardly 
constitute any real change, and judging from 
the performance so far this semester, we have 
little to look forward to from the SGA this year. 

So what I propose is a simple recall elec-
tion. I doubt we will run into similar prob-
lems that California did in writing the ballot 
and mobilizing voters. We doubt 137 hopefuls 
will come forward to run. What we do have is a 
pretty good online voting system, when it's used 

correctly, and growing discontent among stu-
dents. So I ask that someone step forward 
with demonstrated ability and realistic goals 
for the SGA and challenge for the top spot. 
Even though there is no recall provision in the 
SGA constitution, Mr. Rodriguez has flouted 
said constitution throughout his term thus 
far — namely, in creating and abolishing cab-
inet positions and in trying to stuff commit-
tees with his own appointees, in addition to 
these electoral follies — so this should be no 
real stumbling block. Mr. Rodriguez need not 
fear a recall, either. If he loses, he will be "lis-
tening to the needs of students," as he prom-
ised to do. If he wins, perhaps it will motivate 
him to actually get something accomplished 
with a new mandate. 

The most unfortunate thing is that if we 
were to arrange any sort of recall election, it 
would most likely be up to Mr. Rodriguez 
and his cohorts to organize and administer it. 
There's transparency and separation of pow-
ers for you. And how can Mr. Rodriguez even 
begin to talk about carrying out his agenda 
when he has no Senate to work with or to 

represent the interests and concerns of the stu-
dent body? 

His rhetoric and demeanor clearly betray 
his hidden assumption that simply because he 
was elected, it gives him the mandate and au-
thority to push forward whatever agenda he 
and his cabinet have concocted behind the 
closed doors of "The Plenum." The SGA Presi-
dent is not an enlightened autocrat who ham-
mers together some populist rhetoric, pretends 
to be open for suggestions from his constitu-
ents, but then governs as he sees fit without 
compromise or consultation with other elect-
ed officials. 

So, Middlebury students, it's time that you 
ask for some real change. Take Mr. Rodriguez 
to task, make the SGA take responsibility for 
its actions and behavior, and support the SGA 
recall election. Mr. Carnabuci, the SGA Press 
Secretary, put it all too well when he said, "You 
will be sick of us before the year is up." We will 
indeed. 

ANDREW F . X . GUSTAFSON ' 0 4 

A G E O G R A P H Y AND HISTORY DOUBLE MAJOR 

PROM H A M D E N , C O N N . 

When Even Our Soldiers Ask 'Why?' 
To save your 

world, you asked 
this man to die: 
Would this man, 

could he see you now, 
sk why?" W.H. Auden, 

wrote in his "Epitaph 
for the Unknown Sol-

dier." 
Two more 

American soldiers 
were killed in Iraq 

on Oct. 19, when their 
patrol was ambushed 

by guerilla fighters bran-
dishing rocket-propelled 

grenades and small arms, 
re attack occurred in 

Kirkuk, a 
p r e -

domi-
n a n t l y 

Sunni city about 
160 miles north of 

the capital. 
A day earlier, two 

American soldiers were 
shot to death by Shiite gun-

men in the holy city of Karbala 
while a homemade bomb took 

the lives of two more service-
men in the streets of Baghdad. 

In recent weeks, U.S. occupation 
forces have suffered an average 
of 22 attacks per day. The Iraqi 

people aren't welcoming us with 
open arms; they're resisting us in 
open warfare. 

Our soldiers in the field are 
all too aware of this truth and are 

beginning to speak out against the 
cheerful propaganda disseminat-
ed by the Pentagon and the White 
House. Juan Castillo, a 21-year-old 
artillery man from Daytona Beach, 
Fla., was recently profiled by the 
New York Times in an article about 
the military's new furlough pro-
gram. Specialist Castillo used this 
opportunity to share his thoughts 
on the war. 

"It's madness ... We haven't 
found anything, no weapons of 
mass destruction, no Saddam, no 
nothing. And the people there hate 
us...We're conquerors to them. It 
wasn't supposed to be like that" 
(Oct. 15, 2003). How many people 
would say this war has been a suc-
cess? How many of you would have 
supported this war had you seen 
through the Bush administration's 
prophesies of mushroom clouds 
and terrorist attacks, the alleged 
outcome of continued weapons in-
spections? 

And how many of you, in all 
honesty, can say you still support the 
Bush administration's decision to go 
to war? It's clear that our soldiers 
don't, and they're the only ones in 
this game with anything at stake. 
Maybe it's time to listen to them. 

Yes, Hussein is gone. But at 
what price? The $5 million being 
spent every hour by our govern-
ment to occupy Iraq is not my deep-
est concern. Neither are the millions 
of dollars being reaped by the Bush 
administration's closest corporate 
cronies in the rebuilding effort. War 
is a racket. We all know that. 

What I am concerned for is the 

safety and well being of American 
citizens, especially those whose lives 
are at risk right now, those who have 
been ordered and sent off to fight 
this war of aggression. It is not the 
responsibility of the armed services 
of this country to fight and die for 
the puppet democracy now in place 
in Iraq. My friends did not join the 
military to protect the rights and 
safety of Iraqi citizens, but the rights 
and safety of Americans. 

The rights of Iraqis and the 
safety of Americans are, at best, ten-
uously connected. It is time to bring 
the troops home and grant the Unit-
ed Nations the power it so desper-
ately needs to do its job. American 
soldiers are not trained to be nation 
builders, nor even peace keepers. 
Iraq's reconstruction will suffer as 
long as it is controlled by the Penta-
gon, and our soldiers will suffer too, 
the longer they remain occupiers in 
a hostile land. 

In "Catch 22," Joseph Heller 
wrote, "The enemy is anybody who's 
going to get you killed, no matter 
which side he's on." Our soldiers 
are confronted by the enemy on two 
fronts: in Iraq, the guerillas who at-
tack them every day, and at home, 
by the war-mongering coward of a 
President who sent them to die in 
his place, fighting his imperial war. 
There is only one enemy which the 
citizens of this country can do any-
thing about, and it is against him 
that our wrath must be directed. 

WELLINGTON LYONS ' 0 4 

A POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR FROM 

NORTH YARMOUTH, MAINE 
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Jim Crow Lecture 
Lacks Conviction 

Stocks Soar for Student Investors 

By Crystal Belle 
STAFF WRITER 

It was 8 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 10, 
and Mead Chapel was more than 
half full. Students, faculty and par-
ents came prepared to hear a lecture 
on one of the most painful, horrific 
moments in American history — 
the enforcement of Jim Crow laws. 

As the audience chattered in ex-
citement, the man of the hour finally 
came to the podium — William H. 
Chafe, a relatively tall, bespectacled 
man with white hair. The distin-
guished professor of sociology at 
Duke University did appear to be 
knowledgeable from the catchy tide 
of his lecture, "From Jim Crow to 
Civil Rights." 

His first statement quickly 
moved the audience. He proclaimed, 
"Race is a sin in American democra-
cy." As the audience swallowed these 
powerful words, it became evident 
that Chafe was setting a tone that 

themes of the lecture. 
Black churches, barbershops, 

schools and black writers like Rich-
ard Wright helped uplift Blacks in 
the south as well as in the Midwest. 
Chafe talked about Wright and 
how he used to serve Whites steak 
and potatoes while he was allowed 
to eat only molded bread. Hence, 
once Wright became a writer, he was 
compelled to use his imagination to 
portray race as a result of his own 
personal experiences. 

Chafe also discussed how Black 
barbershops and beauty salons pro-
vided an atmosphere where Black 
men and women could openly ex-
press themselves without being 
judged. This point complimented 
Chafe's notion that, despite their 
oppression, Blacks still managed to 
better themselves socially and eco-
nomically. 

However, within the topic of 
Black resistance, oppression still 

Race in a sin in American democracy. 
—William H. Chafe, professor of sociology 

at Duke University 

labeled race as a central issue and 
a primary divider in American his-
tory. 

As he went on to quote other 
academics and people who survived 
the }im Crow era, his overall tone 
went from powerful to conservative. 

He reinforced the theme that 
America was built upon a bed of 
inequality, saying, "Slavery is Amer-
ica's first proclamation for democ-
racy." The land of the free and the 
home of the brave didn't seem quite 
as appealing as Chafe drew upon an-
ecdotes of black children drinking 
from their "black only" water foun-
tains and the continuous lynching 
of black men in the deep, segregated 
South. 

However, Chafe seemed rather 
hesitant during his most striking 
points. For example, while address-
ing themes of White solidarity and 
their control over the lives of Blacks 
in the South, his tone was monoto-
nous and uninviting. Yes, he was 
stating the facts, but his statements 
didn't seem to carry any conviction. 

Black oppression and resistance 
went on to be the two dominant 

remained at the core—lynchings, 
segregation laws, and economic in-
equality. 

One key detail of Chafe's 
speech was his description of black 
male lynchings and how they actu-
ally gave white men the authority to 
treat black women as sexually subor-
dinate creatures. What could a Black 
man possibly do if a White man dis-
respected his wife? Any "improper" 
action would lead to an automatic 
lynching. Hence Black males were 
trapped, defenseless and unablg to 
protect Black women from White 
advances. 

As Chafe articulated this fact, 
many audience members looked 
on in amazement. They knew it was 
true, but hearing the depth of the in-
equality made it seem so much more 
unbelievable. 

Although Chafe did an excel-
lent job of portraying the realities of 
blacks in the Deep South, he failed 
to dig beyond the anecdotes and ex-
plain how Jim Crow realities are still 
affecting the lives of many Blacks 
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Spring Break - Nassau/ Paradise Island, Cancun, Jamaica 
and Acapulco from $489. Air, Hotel, Transfers, Parties 

and More! Organize small group - earn FREE TRIPS plus 
commissions! Call 1-800-GET-SUN-l 

Spring Break '04 with StudentCity.com and 
Maxim Magazine! Get hooked up with Free 

Trips, Cash, and VIP Status as a Campus Rep! 
Book early for FREE MEALS, FREE DRINKS and 
150% Lowest Price Guarantee! To reserve online 
visit www.studentcitv.com or Call 1-888-SPRING-

BREAK! 

***ACT NOW! Book 11 people, get 12,h trip free. Group 
discounts for 6+ www.springbreakdiscounts.com or 

800-838-8202 

Movie extras/models needed 

No exp. required, all looks and ages 
Earn up to $500 per day 
1-888-820-0167 xU345 

By Charlie Goulding 
ASSISTANT FEATURES EDITOR 

The Student Investment Com-
mittee (SIC) is growing almost as 
fast as its portfolio. Each Thursday, 
a group of students led by Michael 
Cooper '06, Pieter Nijnens '05 and 
John Schirm '05 make presenta-
tions to one another and debate the 
merits of various stock investments. 
The group currently has $173,000 of 
real money in its portfolio, and that 
number figures to grow as the econ-
omy recovers. 

In 1993, the Board of Trustees 
Investment Committee allocated 
$100,000 from the College's bud-
get to the newly formed SIC, giving 
members free reign to invest as they 
saw fit. The SIC was designed to give 
students a taste of the financial world 
by allowing them to use real money 
in making investments that (hope-
fully) would return a real profit. 

The weekly meetings are open 
to all students, and each investment 
requires the majority vote of those 
present at the meeting. Any attendee 
can make a presentation regarding 
an investment, and the group de-
bates the merits of that investment 
until a decision is made. Given the 
democratic nature of the meetings, 
as well as the annual reports pre-
sented to the Board, the SIC believes 
it invests in the most sound, respon-
sible way possible. 

Indeed, the group has invested 
responsibly so far. Profits pe'aked at 
$193,000 in 1996 while riding the 
tech-boom wave. That number fell 
precipitously to $145,000 last year in 
step with the subsequent economic 
downturn. To the group's credit, 
however, the portfolio has grown by 
almost 20 percent in the past year, 
currently hovering around $173,000. 

Schirm and Cooper attributed 
the club's recent success both to a 
spike in membership and in the 
quality of that membership. "The 
club's really growing," Schirm stat-
ed. "Last year, people would present 
stocks they thought were good in-
vestments and the rest of the room 
didn't say much. This year, people 
ask more questions and really chal-
lenge each other," added Cooper. 

Club membership has grown 
extensively in the last three years. 
"When I first came to meetings three 
years ago, we usually had six to eight 
people each week. Now the room is 
always full," noted Schirm. 

"I'd say we get 25 to 30 people a 
week," continued Nijnens. The club 
has closed its gender gap consider-
ably as well. "Intially we didn't have 
many females in the club. Now I'd 
say the ration is somewhere around 
three to two, men to women," Nij-

Vlad L o d o a b a 

Michael Cooper '06 is one of three leaders of the Student Investment Club. 

nens said. 
The club boasts a "highly diver-

sified" portfolio. "We have invest-
ments in aerospace, defense, you 
name it," said Cooper. 

Along with increased diversi-
fication, the group aims to gear up 
for the pending economic recovery, 
riding that wave as it did the tech-
boom of the mid-1990s. "We're also 
looking to diversify our portfolio 
globally," added Schirrn, "in order 
to hedge ourselves against any future 
crisis that may arise. 

Given the SIC's obvious eco-
nomic savvy, one drawback to join-
ing the group is the perception that 
the club requires a prerequisite fi-
nancial knowledge in order to join. 
One student commented that he 
stopped going to the meetings after 
one year because they were "way over 
my head." 

The SÎC disagrees with this per-
ception. "The older members of the 
group offer tutorials to the more 
inexperienced members," noted 
Cooper. "We're willing to help build 
people from the ground up," contin-
ued Schirm. 

Indeed, SIC members glean 
knowledge and networking tools 
that are helpful in pursuing a career 
in finance. "We have access to a lot of 
tools, such as the Bloomberg termi-
nals, which are really helpful in un-
derstanding how the market works," 
said Schirm. "The Bloomberg termi-

nals are the same machines everyone 
uses, whether you're a student or 
working at Lehman Brothers." 

Alan R. Holmes Professor of 
Monetary Economics Scott Pardee 
serves as faculty advisor to the group, 
providing input and guidance when 
necessary. "He'll often put spins on 
topics that we hadn't considered," 
noted Nijnens, "And he helps guide 
us with his extensive market knowl-
edge." 

Board members also provide 
their own educational input. "Most 
members of the Board have had 
great experience in finance, and they 
critique us thoroughly. It's a real 
learning experience," commented 
Schirm. 

The SIC also hopes to offer net-
working benefits to students plan-
ning careers in finance. Last year, 
the SIC helped sponsor Super Sat-
urday with the Career Services Of-
fice and hosted the etiquette dinner. 
The group has plans for a trip either 
to New York or Boston and to host 
a panel discussion with members of 
the financial world. Though the edu-
cational benefits of the club are more 
readily apparent than those concern-
ing networking, the potential for net-
working opportunities is an impor-
tant facet of the club. 

SIC meetings occur every 
Thursday night at 8 p.m. in Mun-
roe 214. Meetings are open to all 
students. 

also 
the middlebury campus magazine 

coming soon to a newsstand near you 

http://www.studentcitv.com
http://www.springbreakdiscounts.com
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College Book 'Guides' Hutchin to Publication r 

By Meghan Keenan 
STAFF WRITER 

Junior Megan Hutchin recently 
reached the first milestone of a writ-
er's career— publication. After initial 
rejection by several magazines, three 
promotions and a crashed computer, 
Hutchin accomplished her goal by 
co-authoring the college guidebook 
"Choose the Right College and Get 
Accepted!" by Natavi Guides. 

Having dreamt of being a writ-
er from a very young age, Hutchin 
previously made several attempts at 
publication. She sent in poetry and 
short stories to various magazines, 
only to receive the all too familiar 
rejection letter. Her luck changed 
her first year at Middlebury College 
when she noticed an advertisement 
in the McCullough mailroom from 
a new company looking to publish 
a "for-students-by-students" guide-
book. "It's not that I was really in-
credibly interested in writing guide-
books, but I thought it was a good 
chance to get published," Hutchin 
said. Contrary to her previous expe-
riences, Hutchin immediately sent off 
a cover letter, resume and application, 

and Natavi Guides soon accepted her 
as a reviewer. 

After sending in a number of re-
views, Natavi Guides was impressed 
with Hutchin enough to ask her to 
increase her responsibilities and join 
them as a collaborator. Her duties 
then included collecting interviews 
from students, college counselors and 
admissions counselors to pass on to 
the guide's main author. This part of 
the writing process became rather te-
dious. "I put out hundreds of e-mails, 
did hundreds of hours of research 
and got few responses. For about 
three months I did nothing but hunt 
down and corner college admissions 
officers and students, demanding re-
sponses and helpful quotes to put in 
this book," Hutchin recalls. Using all 
connections possible, Hutchin con-
tacted students from her high school, 
looked through old guidebooks for 
contact information and became 
entirely frustrated when colleges ig-
nored her as an unknown writer. 

Hutchin persisted in her efforts 
and continued to impress Natavi 
Guides, in spite of her trouble jug-

SEE STUDENT, PAGE 15 

CHOOSE THE 
RIGHT COLLEGE & 
GET ACCEPTED! 

Clancy? King? Hutchin? Who will top the best-seller list this week? 
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H I P T I P S 
DRESS FOR SUCCESS! WHEREVER YOU GO, 
WHATEVER YOU DO, YOU WANT TO LOOK 
AND FEEL YOUR BEST. BUY A CUTE TRACK 
SUIT AND GET DOLLED UP FOR THE GYM IF IT 
MAKES YOU FEEL GOOD. 

BE A MODEL, YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN? D o 
YOUR LITTLE TURN ON THE CATWALK. SHAKE 
YOUR TUSH ON THE CATWALK. FOLLOW THE 
ADVICE OF RIGHT SAID FRED, AND REAL-
IZE THAT YOU, TOO, ARE A HOTTIE WAITING 
TO COME OUT. SPICE YOUR STYLE UP WITH A 
LITTLE LEATHER OR, IF YOU WOULD RATHER 
BE ANIMAL-FRIENDLY, WALK THROUGH YOUR 
WORLD WITH CONFIDENCE. 

KNOW THAT YOU NEED TO ACCESSORIZE TO 
IAZZ UP THAT OUTFIT, BUT DON'T WANT TO 
SPEND MONEY ON A NECKLACE THAT YOU 
WILL ONLY WEAR ONCE? HAVE YOUR. ( FAUX) 
JEWELS AND WEAR THEM, TOO* FORGET 
ABOUT FANCY BOUTIQUES AND APARTMENT 
STORES AND SEEK OUT LOW-END CHAINS 
(LIKE FASHION BUG) OR THRIFTIES. THEY 
TEND TO HAVE HOT, TRENDY ACCESSORIES 
FOR COOL, CHEAP PRICES. 

IF YOU'RE NOT COMFORTABLE, YOU WON'T 
LOOK GOOD. TRUST YOUR INTUITION AND 
ONLY BUY CLOTHES THAT YOU KNOW YOU'LL 
WEAR AT LEAST THREE TIMES. YOU'LL THANK 
YOURSELF LATER. 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY VLAD LODOABA 

LET'S GET PHYSICAL — OFF TO THE GYM! 

F L E E C E : F A S T T R A K , $ 5 

S T R I P E - S I D E P A N T S : $ 4 

AFTERSCHOOL SPECIAL 

S W E A T E R : D I A , $ 1 8 

K H A K I P A N T S : G A P , $ 4 
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Isn't it anti-climactic, I mean 
isn't it just a little? 

The curses stood the test of 
time, and now the World Series 
has two teams with mascots that 1 
as a Southerner am taught to hate, 
hunt or both. 

Former penchant for Big 
League Chew aside, anyone who 
knows me knows that I detest the 
world of organized sports, and 
baseball is no exception. 

Players receive egregious sala-
ries for getting humped by mullet-
ted groupies, expressing a general 
lack of hygiene and swinging,a 
wooden stick the hardest at a fly-
ing piece of cork and hide. 

When I was strolling through 
Washington, D.C., this October 
Break, the first thing I heard walk-
ing into the crisp autumn air was 
an angered voice saying, "I don't 
give a damn about the World Se-
ries. I don't care if the Yankees or 
the Sox play, and I don't know why 
anyone else does." 

At that very moment I 
thought, I am home. 

You've got your Yanks — the 
old-time favorite, the obvious 
choice, and arguably the team 
with the best asses in baseball 
(Jeter anyone?). 

Then you've got your Marlins, 
a sporting fish indeed. 

Sure, it's a nice change to have 
some pseudo-Southern action in 
a sport other than football, but 
(continuing the football analogy) 
when the Bills are playing the 
Cowboys come late January, are 
we really biting our nails in sus-
pense or just resigned to the inevi-
tability of Goliath kicking David's 
tuchas? 

Personally, I prefer the Braves 
because they're from Hotlanta, 
and their team is both a virtue and 
an indigenous people. But haters 
can't be choosers, now can they? 

But now, since the Sox and 
Cubbies' right to vie for a gaudy, 
oversized ring to match their gau-
dy, oversized salaries was brutally 
snatched from their supplicant 
hands, I don't know if I can have 
faith in humanity anymore. 

At least if the two underdogs 
had advanced, I could have been 
down with the fact that it would 
be a total no-brainer. Everybody 
likes an upset. 

Maybe I'm a cruel woman 
who wants to deny the dreams 
of a unified group of talented in-
dividuals, but there's something 
gratifying about sticking it to 
the man, showing the cocky sods 
who's boss. 

Sadly, though, in the world of 
organized sports, we rarely have 
those upset moments that com-
pose the American Dream, but 
let's admit it: most of America re-
alized or woke up from that dream 
a long time ago, and now we win 
our World Series the sensible way 
— by buying good players with 
cold, hard cash. 

Granted, the Marlins have put 
up a fight, and by the t ime this 
column goes to press, I may be 
eating my words. The Yanks may 
not win their first Series in what 
seems like forever, but once again, 
I hate sports, so don't quote me 
on that. 

Each week The Middlebury Campus will take one 
member of the Middlebury College community to a local 
thrift store to revolutionize the way they look at life, lib-
erty and personal style. 

It was a family affair this week as we were joined by 
none other than our fearless leader, Dean of Student Af-
fairs Ann Hanson and TSM's first hapless victim, Heather 
Colamore '03.5, accompanied as an impromptu style con-
sultant. When she began the process, Dean Hanson en-

joyed a little friendly razzing from her colleagues in Forest 
Hall, and she was undeniably reticent to surrender to the 
style savvy of the thrift store experts. Only joking, Dean 
Hanson mentioned, "If anything goes wrong, I have direct 
access to your transcripts!" 

However, once we entered Round Robin, Dean Han-
son perused the racks, finding outfits for all seasons and 
even volunteering to try on Halloween costumes and a 
little bit o' leather — anything for the students. 

2 COOL 4 SCHOOL 

L E A T H E R J A C K E T : W I L S O N ' S , $ 4 0 

M O R T A R B O A R D : $1, B R O W N S H I R T : $ 4 
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T.I.M. 
( T H I S IS M E ) 

by Tom M c C a n n & Ryan Reese 

I'll Take Vermont for 500, Alex 
Trebek Rues the Day that First-year Midd-kid 
Competes in Jeopardyys Annual'College Weeky 

"Terminator" had one, so too did "Home 
Alone," "Mighty Ducks," "Rocky" and unfor-
tunately "Speed," so it should come as no sur-
prise that TIM has one, too. 

This is the sequel to the blockbuster, 
chart-topping, best-selling column that be-
gan two weeks ago to chronicle the life of Tim 
Bellis '06, your average student here at Mid-
dlebury College. 

Last time we introduced to you the 
Girlfriend Exchange Program (GEP) initi-
ated with the University of Nebraska, Lin-
coln. Joy, the lead candidate for Tim's heart 
not long ago, has been joined in the race by 
two other contenders for the throne. Crystal 
'06 and Jill '06 have staked their claim with 
e-mails to Timmers that set the young lad's 
pulse racing. 

It remains unclear to this point with 
whom Tim would be most likely to sit at the 
table of commitment. He is hoping for some 
new candidates to come from you, the read-
ers. Don't keep him waiting. 

Besides trying to balance multiple girls 
yearning for his adoration, the man himself 
has been busy being the quirky bugger that he 
is. In one small, isolated and utterly moronic 
incident two weeks ago, Tim made a frantic 
phone call from his car claiming that his gas 
had disappeared. "A hole in my tank? Did 
someone siphon my gas? What's going on? 
How can I get to Burlington in an hour if I 
have a hole in my gas tank?" 

A disaster? Absolutely not. A hole in the 
tank? No. Siphoned gas? Not a chance. Just a 
bad read on your gauge. Get back in the car, 
Tim, turn on the engine and drive. 

Tim made it back that day all by himself 
and, continuing the adventure, soon found 
himself on his way heading to New York City 
with six of his best friends for Fall Break. 

In Times Square, he pointed out his fa-
vorite ad, the giant steaming Cup of Noodles. 
He also pointed out Central Park and a res-
taurant named "Mexican Restaurant," which 
he admires due to his similar inability to 
come up with creative names, i.e. his stuffed 
animals from when he was little: "Bunny" (a 
small, grey rabbit), "Brown Doggie" (you can 
probably guess) and finally a bear in a Mets 
uniform, named, of course, "Mets Bear." 

His friend Mercy made the mistake of as-
suming that Tim would refer to Julie, his dog, 
as "Julie the Dog" but was clearly wrong when 
Tim pounced on her, which resulted, inadver-
tently, in Mercy's head gushing blood. Need-
less to say, after this incident, he apologized 
and told her that she could call the dog what-
ever she wanted to. 

Tim also spiced up the trip with a hand-
stand competition in the middle of New 
York's Grand Central Terminal, during which 
Tim easily defeated the field of three contes-
tants. He also dominated a rave style ping-
pong competition lit only by a single black 
light. 

It wasn't just any Fall Break, it was an oa-
sis, a Utopia, one of the greatest trips of Tim's 
life. After a journey of such unparalleled suc-
cess anywhere in the United States by anyone 
going on any vacation for any reason, Tim is 
looking for that special someone to share it 
with next time. There are few better vacation-
ers than Tim. If you want to be a part of the 
next one, want to be a GEP candidate or just 
want to be part of his life, don't hesitate to get 
in touch. 

Advice, date requests, help, com-
ments, suggestions, Tim does it all. E-mail 
timthisisme@hotmail.com — he's waiting 
for you. 

By Emily Thaler 
STAFF WRITER 

Keith Williams, a first-year 
from Manchester, N.H., will be 
representing Middlebury College 
in this year's "Jeopardy" College 
Week series, which airs beginning 
Nov. 10. Williams has been an 
avid "Jeopardy" fan for years and 
claims to have first watched the 
show when he was three years old. 

In addition to his interest in 
the show, Williams also has ex-
perience as a game show contes-
tant. Throughout high school, he 
participated in an interscholastic 
quiz bowl, which featured longer 
format questions than those asked 
on "Jeopardy." 

Williams' high school team 
made it to the state semi-finals, 
where he was selected to be part of 
an all-state all-star team. The all-
star team traveled to a larger tour-
nament in Florida, where it lost in 
the second round. Williams attrib-
uted the loss to the competition's 
"unusual format for questions." 

The format of "Jeopardy" 
questions should pose few prob-
lems for Williams, though, giv-
en his long-standing interest in 
the game show. He prepared for 
"Jeopardy" primarily by watching 
the shows or reading old questions 
and learning the correct answers. 

A potential political science 
major, Williams' strongest cate-
gories are geography, science and 
math. He admits that he is "all 
right" at pop culture and celeb-
rity gossip but doesn't really like 
it. World Capitals is the only area 
Williams actually studied for prior 
to the competition. 

Williams found out about 
the college series while watching 
"Jeopardy" and then signed up 
online. After registering, he was 
selected at random to try out for 
"Jeopardy" in New York City. The 
game show recruits potential con-
testants and tests them at four dif-
ferent sites around the country: 
Los Angeles, New York, Indianap-
olis and New Orleans. Williams, 

the geography expert, noted "they 
cover pretty much all areas except 
the Rocky Mountain states." 

The "Jeopardy" test-date was 
initially set for Aug. 16 but had to 
be rescheduled for Sept. 6 due to 
a blackout in the Northeast. The 
make-up date wound up coin-
ciding with Middlebury College's 
First-Year Orientation, and Wil-
liams was left to "wrestle with go-
ing to 'Jeopardy' or finishing ori-
entation." 

He eventually realized, "Hey, 
this is my one chance," and left 
orientation early to travel down 
to New York City. Ironically, the 
Vermonter had to switch out of 
his MOO trip and into "This is 
Vermont" so that he would be able 
to leave early. 

On the Saturday, Williams 
took a written test with about 80 
other "Jeopardy" potentials, at 
the Times Square Westin Hotel. 
The test consisted of 50 questions, 
each representative of a different 
category, and participants needed 
to get 35 right to pass the exam. 
Announcer Johnny Gilbert read 
the question via recording, and 
contestants were given eight sec-
onds to respond correctly. 

In addition to William's test-
ing, there were two other testing 
times that day, as well as on Sun-
day which gives some indication 
of the size of the contestant pool. 

After the written test, Wil-
liams and 14 others in his testing 
group who had passed the exam 
were asked to stay and compete in 

Vlad Lodoaba 
Answer: Keith Williams 
Question: Who is a really smart Midd-kid? 

ibility." He had already proven that 
he could answer the questions in 
the written exam. 

The Tuesday after he tested 
in New York, Williams received a 
call from "Jeopardy" asking him 
to participate in the college se-
ries. The taping would be at Yale, 

'Jeopardy College Week" will run weeknights 
at 7 p.m. from Nov. 10 to 21. 

a mini-game, complete with buzz-
ers and a game board projected 
onto a screen. In the mini-game, 
each group of three was asked 12 
questions. 

Williams admitted that he 
did not do as well as he would 
have liked in the mini-game, but 
it didn't matter, as the mini-game 
was simply a test for "TV compat-

and representatives from the show 
made plans for his travel and ac-
commodation. Williams was re-
united with a fellow competitor 
from the tryouts on his flight from 
Burlington to Albany to Hartford. 

Throughout the early days 
of the tournament, the two con-
testants hung out with another 
contestant from Carleton College, 

whom they met in the elevator of 
their hotel. 

Despite the fact that "Jeop-
ardy" did not want the contestants 
to associate with one another pri-
or to the tapings, the trio spent 
some of their down time seeing 
the sites in New Haven. 

During the first week of tap-
ing, Williams and 14 other college 
students competed in groups of 
three until the field could be nar-
rowed down. 

Confidentiality agreements 
made by all contestants forbid 
Williams from revealing the out-
come of his stint on the show, but 
the results will air soon in Middle-
bury. Williams' first game will air 
on Wednesday, Nov. 12, on Chan-
nel 5 at 7 p.m. "College Week" will 
run weeknights at 7 p.m. from 
Nov. 10 to 21. 

Blurring Boundaries in Bollywood 
Harvard Professor Discusses Role of Women in Indian Film 

By Lanford Beard 
FEATURES EDITOR 

If you were an urban, Indian man, you'd 
see 20 to 30 movies a month, and most of 
them would tell you that rape is acceptable 
and merited. 

On Oct. 10, Rena Fonseca, a Lecturer in 
Harvard's Department of Sanskrit and Indian 
Studies gave a lecture entitled "From 'Mother 
India' to Beckham: Women's Voices in India," 
which explored the "schizophrenic attitude" 
of contemporary, mainstream Indian film to-
ward women. 

Fonseca explained that India's prolific 
film industry, known as Bollywood (Bombay 
plus Hollywood), produces over 1,000 films a 
year, and these films "occupy a crucial place" 
in national culture. 

Since India is a populous country with 
many unemployed, young, single men, these 
films dictate their life perspectives and often 
"stretch the limits of what is considered so-
cially acceptable." 

Fonseca specifically chose to look at how 
this blurring of boundaries, what she termed 
"the dual processes of deificiation and denial" 
of women, impacts culture and the real wom-
en in India who are, ironically, the vast minor-

ity in movie theater audiences. 
One of the most problematic and trou-

blesome features of Indian film, suggested 
Fonseca, is the deeply ingrained sense of vio-
lence that dominates portrayals of the femi-
nine. 

Land is feminized, for example, hence the 
term 'Mother India.' Consequently, the image 
of the "rape of Mother India" or the "violation 
of the Mother Country" is a cultural myth re-
iterated in textbooks and newspapers as well 
as the cinema. 

Coupling this legacy with the fact that 
mothers in Indian film (such as 1957's epic 
Mother India) are portrayed as long-suffering, 
characters who "exist only in their relation-
ships with men," it is only natural that audi-
ences by reflex associate femininity with vio-
lence and aggression. 

Fonseca also observed that the complex-
ity of female characterization has been slow 
in coming, since films have only portrayed 
the polarities of the Madonna with "unshake-
able sanctity and fortitude" or the (blonde) 
Whore. 

Surveying current filmic representations 
in India, Fonseca pointed out the disturbing 
reversal that women in film, now more than 
ever, are stereotyped, objectified and punished 

for their increasing liberation. 
She quoted an Indian director that said, 

"If a filmmaker makes a film without a fight 
or rape, he faces financial calamity." 

Working from the proven principle that 
sex sells, Indian directors often include rape 
scenes under the façade of the hero's dream 
sequence. Yet, she commented, the heroine 
usually falls in love with the hero after these 
sequences. In this way, rape is portrayed as a 
marker, even a generator, of sexual attractive-
ness that is actually socially acceptable. 

Bearing in mind a film's function as a "so-
cial document," she mentioned that the use of 
public rape as punishment for spirited women 
has become increasingly prevalent in North-
ern India over the last 10 years — a fact which 
Fonseca claims in large part must relate to the 
masculine presence in both film audiences 
and authority roles. 

The lecture ended on a bittersweet note, 
as Fonseca mentioned that there have been 
substantial developments in Indian films. 
Fonseca concluded with a quote from Bend it 
Like Beckham that emphasized the female em-
powerment in representation and reality that 
she would like to see both in India and abroad: 
"I don't want Jesse to suffer. I want her to fight, 
and I want her to win." 

mailto:timthisisme@hotmail.com
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Student Symposium Contrasts Systems of Education 
Asian Middlebury Students Discuss Growing Up Differently 

By Abigail Mitchell 
STAFF WRITER 

The majority of students at 
Middlebury College, and on cam-
puses throughout the United States, 
have a limited understanding of the 
relative diversity of educational ex-
periences throughout the world. 
Most American students, starting 
from the age of four or five, have 
spent all their years of schooling in 
American institutions. It is natural 
to assume that one's own experi-
ence is universal. It is hard to have 
a global perspective when students' 
only reality is what they experience 
in their relatively small pocket of 
the world. 

On Oct. 10, however, a group 
of Asian students currently study-
ing at Middlebury College held a 
panel discussion about the inher-
ent cultural differences between 
East Asia and the United States. 
Entitled, "Growing up in a Differ-
ent Way," the panelists spoke of 
their own educational experiences 
in Asia in an effort to raise aware-
ness of the diversity of educational 
systems worldwide. Currently en-
rolled full-time at Middlebury Col-
lege, Alvin Lam '06 and Jeff Lam 
'07 discussed what it was like being 
educated in both Hong Kong and 
the United States. Mio Letomi and 
Sonoko Manzen, both exchange 
students, added another perspec-
tive with their stories of growing up 
in Tokyo. 

They spent time painting a pic-
ture of their schooling experienc-
es: Due to limitations of land, the 
schools in East Asia are compact. 
Many students are squeezed into a 
relatively small space that does not 
allow for land-demanding ameni-
ties such as sports fields or spacious 
playgrounds. In a classroom, there 
are usually around 45 students un-
der the control of one teacher. Due 
to this disproportionate student-
teacher ratio, students are assigned 
a permanent number to which they 
are referred in place of their names. 
A teacher might pose a question and 
then chose a victim by arbitrarily se-
lecting a number. "What is the an-
swer, number... 26?" 

Students sit in fixed seats and 
stay in this seat all day while teachers 

come to them. The teachers gener-
ally teach more than one discipline. 
This fact, when combined with the 
large class-size, places a great deal 
of stress and responsibility on the 
shoulders of these educators. 

Strict discipline is a way of life 
in Asian schools. Talk of any nature 
is strongly discouraged. If students 
want to take a chance and make 
a comment, they must raise their 
hand and, when or if called upon, 
stand up in front of the whole cLss 
to speak. This added humiliation 
acts to further limit student voices 
in the classroom. 

Asian education is heavily 
centered on memorization of ma-
terial. Alvin Lam recalls a Chinese 
literature class he took in which 
the teacher handed out a list of in-
terpretive questions along with the 
answers written out in essay form. 
The test was comprised of the ex-
act same questions and the students 
were expected to have memorized 
the answers and copy them down 
to the best of their memories. This 
educational method contrasts with 
the American emphasis on students' 
ability to think for themselves and 
formulate their own ideas. 

It is a common stereotype that 
Asians tend to excel more often in 
the areas of math and science. The 
members of the panel proposed that 
this phenomenon might be an effect 
of the memorization-based learning 
technique that stresses cut and dry 
answers with little individual inter-
pretation. The areas of math and 
science lend themselves more easily 
to this type of learning than do the 
more interpretive disciplines such as 
literature and history. As Alvin Lam 
said, "Analyze is a very frightening 
word for East Asian students." 

For the most part, the grade an 
Asian student receives for the course 
is determined by his or her perfor-
mance on the final exam. Grades 
are posted for all to see and each 
student is fully aware of how he or 
she ranks academically in compari-
son to the rest of the class. These fi-
nal grades are one factor in applying 
to university. The other factor is the 
much-dreaded, all-important public 
exam called the HKCEE. Alvin Lam 
referred to the HKCEE as "the exam 
of your life. You're screwed if you do 

Courtesy 
Mio letomi EX, Sonoko Manzen EX and David Ly '07 pre-
pare sweet potato purse snacks before the event. 

Vlad Lodoaba 
Alvin Lam '06 shared his experience of going to school 
in Elong Kong. 

badly. It affects your future." The 
stress level accompanying this exam 
is unparalleled, he said. There have 
been incidents of students buckling 
under the intense pressure and even 
stories of suicides. A student's per-
formance on this exam largely de-
termines at which universities he 
or she will be accepted. In America 
there are many factors that go into 
this decision. An American student 
will never know for sure why he or 
she got accepted or denied to a par-
ticular school. In Asia, the decision 
is quantitative and therefore fairly 
cut-and-dry. 

Alvin Lam hopes that, through 
this discussion and others, students 
will have the opportunity to learn 
about cultures and experiences that 
may seem very foreign to them. "In-
ternational students are a resource," 
Lam said. "I want [discussions like 
this] to become part of the Middle-
bury experience." 

Everyone had something to 
gain from listening to these four 
students. As Alvin so truthfully put 
it, "Most people are unaware." Most 
of our lives are but the narrowest 
slices of the world's pie. 

CONTRIBUTING: TOM DRESCHER 

Chafe Addresses History, 
Fails to Relate It to Present 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 

today. There are still strong cases of 
segregation in the South — take the 
example of the segregated prom in 
Georgia last year. 

One did not get a sense of the 
actual evolution of Jim Crow and its 
permanent effects on the Black com-
munity despite new policies like Af-
firmative Action. 

Chafe summarized the histori-
cal significance of Jim Crow, but he 
failed to connect how that history is 
very much a reflection of the socio-
economic and political conditions 
of Blacks today. Too often the lecture 
came across as redundant, lacking a 
true sense of progression. 

The Civil Rights Movement was 
hardly addressed, despite the title: 
"From Jim Crow To Civil Rights." 
The title in itself reflects an evolu-
tion among Blacks from the early 
to mid-20th century — an evolu-
tion that is still very much apparent 
today. More importantly, the title 
reflects an inherent change in the 
United States regarding race rela-
tions as a whole. 

Overall, Chafe did a decent 
job of addressing the inequalities 
experienced by millions of Blacks. 
However, he failed to offer any new 
facts or connect the past to the pres-
ent. How can we understand where 
we are going if we don't understand 
how our past fits in? 

C A M P U S VOICES 
What do you wish you had done over Fall Break? 

C O M P I L E D BY C A R O L I N E STAUFFER P H O T O S BY S C H U Y L E R V A N H O R N 

Student College Guide Hits Shelves, Internet 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 

gling all this research with her nor-
mal college workload. Before long, 
Natavi promoted her to co-author of 
the book. As Hutchin began to wrap 
up all the research she had accumu-
lated over the previous four months 
in preparation for the final writing 
stage, the inevitable happened — her 
computer crashed. This left Megan 
not only without any of her research, 
but also without any of the contact 
information to reobtain the infor-
mation. 

Receiving a gracious exten-
sion, Hutchin somehow managed to 
quickly reassemble all the informa-
tion she had lost and by December 
sent the first draft off to the publish-
ers. Along with contributions from 
two other writers, the book was pub-
lished in September. Beginning with a 
section on choosing the right college, 
Hutchin's section focuses on creating 
a great application, from writing the 
essay to receiving great recommenda-
tions to acing the interview. 

Although Hutchin had not orig-
inally shown great interest in writ-
ing guidebooks, the final product 
represented work of which she felt 
extremely proud. "This book is dif-
ferent because it's not trying to sell 
anything else. The philosophy is that 
you, the reader, are smart enough to 
amply read this information we have 
gathered from real people and do 
what you will with it," Hutchin said. 

The book does not stress the 
need for Standard Aptitutude Test 
(SAT) tutors, college tutors or profes-
sional college essay editors to get into 
the college of one's choice, but allows 
the reader access to actual commen-
tary from college administrators and 
students themselves and make deci-
sions from these examples. 

Hutchin recognizes that by writ-
ing this book she becomes part of 
the so-called "college as a commod-
ity" industry, but hopes that she was 
able to offer her own opinion on the 
actual admissions process. "If there 
are all these people out there trying 
to sell kids things they don't need 

to get into college, I can humbly tell 
them what I know and experienced, 
which is that they don't need all those 
other things," she claims. The book 
does not pretend to be expert advice, 
but rather focuses on the reader as a 
smart, capable person who should 
focus on his or her strengths and 
not the strengths of a professional's 
influence. 

"Choose the Right College & 
Get Accepted!" has already earned 
positive reviews since it hit book-
stores. Hutchin, however, cannot per-
sonally watch the immediate progress 
of her book sales, as she is spending 
her junior year abroad in Florence, 
Italy. 

Yet through the internet, 
Hutchin can track the reaction to her 
views of the college application pro-
cess. On Amazon.com, one customer 
review states, "The advice is realistic, 
dead-on and concise. You could buy 
three separate books, like my friends 
did, or you could buy this one!" 

Congratulations to Middlebury 
College's newest author. 

Anything other than procras-
tinate. 

— MadihaTariq '04 

Collected more burrs. 

— Louisa Conrad '04 

Hung out with Yared [left] 
the whole time. 

—Bear Peterson '04 

Slept. 

—Mat t Longo '04 
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Virgin Zoo Actors Heat Up ̂ play5 with Satire 
First-Year Show Bends Old Trends with Lighter Look at Relationships 

by Edward 
Picker ing 

Title: "Brideshead Revisited" 
Author: Evelyn Waugh 
First published: 1945 

Celebrated for his satiric nov-
els of the 1930s, English novelist 
Evelyn Waugh wrote "Brideshead 
Revisited" during the Second World 
War while recuperating from a mi-
nor parachuting injury. Waugh's 
fourth and probably best-loved 
novel is largely serious, concerned 
with themes of class, religion and 
social change. The novel, whose 
full title is "Brideshead Revisited: 
The Sacred and Profane Memories 
of Captain Charles Ryder," reads as 
an elegy, a tribute to irretrievable 
loves and attachments. 

At Oxford University, Charles 
Ryder befriends a fellow first year 
student, the eccentric and captivat-
ingly beautiful Sebastian Flyte. Fol-
lowing Sebastian's lead, Ryder en-
ters into a life of blithe hedonism. 
Absorbed in their friendship, the 
two abscond from responsibility 
and spend their time in the pur-
suit of gratification: they eat, drink, 
dress— even furnish their rooms— 
in style. Eventually, Sebastian in-
vites Ryder to his home, the mag-
nificent estate of Brideshead— an 
ancient center of English Catholi-
cism. Here, Ryder meets the family 
with whom his life will become in-
extricably linked. A welcome guest, 
a close friend, a confidant, Ryder 
witnesses the disastrous outcome 
of the Flyte's attempts to redeem 
Sebastian. Effete and fragile, Sebas-
tian spins away from his friend and 
family. In the ensuing years, with 
all their vagaries and severances, 
Ryder never escapes the aristocrat-
ic family whom he came to know 
as an undergraduate. The Flytes are 
members of an ultra-privileged but 
dwindling social class and are the 
pious followers of a demanding 
and restrictive religion. Ryder sub-
sumes the incidents of his personal 
life (he becomes a noted archi-
tectural painter) under the larger 
drama of Sebastian's family. Their 
dysfunction, leading to demise, in-
volves both Ryder's platonic and 
sexual love. Like an undercurrent, 
a sense of loss pervades the novel. 
Those passages in which Ryder 
pauses to reflect, to explain, to jus-
tify, are often sublime. Waugh is 
not a 'familiar' writer, maintaining 
instead a distance from the reader, 
a reserve from which he produces 
magnificent prose: 

"Now, that summer term with 
Sebastian, it seemed as though I 
was being given a brief spell of 
what I had never known, a happy 
childhood and though its toys were 
silk shirts and liqueurs and cigars 
and its naughtiness high in the 
catalogue of grave sins, there was 
something of nursery freshness 
about us that fell little short of the 
joy of innocence." 

The event that triggers Ryder's 
memory and thus begins the novel 
is his chance return to Brideshead, 
years later, as an army captain. Ar-
riving in the dead of night, Ryder's 
unit takes possession of the de-
serted estate and transforms it into 
a military camp. Here, amidst the 
bureaucratic bustle, Ryder con-
fronts the defining relationships 
and loves of his past. 

By Laura Rockefeller 
STAFF WRITER 

This past weekend's "4play," a 
pleasing collage piece about relation-
ships that Hepburn Zoo audiences 
have come to expect from the an-
nual First-Year Show, had a refresh-
ing twist this year — the whimsical 
short play "The Ugly Duckling" by 
A.A. Milne (of "Winnie the Pooh" 
fame). 

The second piece presented, 
"The Ugly Duckling," tells the fa-
miliar fairy tale of the princess with 
a good heart but lacking beauty. She 
can't seem to find a prince willing 
to marry her until her true love ap-
pears on the scene and brings out her 
beauty from within. With vibrant, 
over-the-top performances from all 
the actors complemented by truly 
outrageous fairy tale costumes, "The 
Ugly Duckling" proved a charming 
and fun segment of the show unlike 
the serious, introspective work that 
characterizes the majority of perfor-
mances in the Zoo. 

From the vain Queen continu-
ally admiring her fingernails to the 
seductive, giggling chambermaid 
swinging her hips, all of the char-
acters were delightfully quirky and 
unafraid to make fun of the fairy tale 
stereotypes in the same context that 
Milne did in his satirical writing of 
the play. 

Amidst these colorful sur-
roundings, Prince Simon and Prin-
cess Camilla, played by Ben Davis 
'07 and Lauren Turner Kiel '07, still 
stood out as the stars of the show. 
They were completely convincing as 
the naïve Prince and Princess who, 
unbeknownst to each other, both 
switched places with their servants 
to get a look at their betrothed with-
out revealing their identity. 

Their interactions were charm-
ing and perfectly genuine as the 
Princess gradually lost her awkward 
exterior and grew softer to fulfill 
her godmother's prophecy that she 

Vlad Lodoaba 
Muchedei Tichafa Zvoma and Amy Jenkins perform in David Aubern's "Miss You.' 

All the characters were delightfully quirky and 
unafraid to make fun of the fairytale stereotypes 
in the same context that Milne did in his satirical 
writing of the play. 

would turn out to be beautiful on 
her wedding day. 

The evening opened with Da-
vid Auburn's "Miss You," a humor-
ous but cynical look at a tangled web 
of relationships among four people 
and the various needs that tie them 
together. 

Muchadei Tichafa Zvoma '07 
gave a particularly entertaining per-
formance as a slick business man 
switching back and forth between 
telephone conversations with his 
wife on one line and his lover on 
the other. The spotlights switched 
on and off the various actors as their 
spouses or lovers put them on hold, 
which highlighted to the humorous 

switches between the characters' 
boredom with the old loves and ex-
citement over the new. 

Dorothy Parker's "Here We Are," 
which followed "The Ugly Duck-
ling," began comically as a man and 
woman of the late 1920s boarded 
a train to begin their honeymoon 
with just one thing on their minds 
— one thing that it would be com-
pletely taboo to mention — the wed-
ding night. 

Lucy Faust '07 successfully por-
trayed the prim little lady's nervous-
ness every time her husband ap-
proached the subject of what might 
happen when they return to the ho-
tel, but the segment was just slightly 

too long. The joke of the man com-
ing close to saying something un-
seemly and being checked by an-
other nervous outburst from his wife 
— whether about him not liking her 
hats enough, or liking her sister too 
much — was very funny at first, but 
quickly became overdone. 

The final piece, John Patrick 
Shanley's "The Red Coat," left the 
evening on a happy and romantic 
note, bringing the audience back 
from the land of fairy tales to the col-
lege scene as two shy teenagers met 
outside of a friend's party. The two 
actors, Laura Harris '07 and Conor 
O'Neill '07, were perfectly cast. Their 
excitement over their understanding 
of the importance of the red coat was 
truly infectious. 

The evening as a whole was a 
very enjoyable experience. Hopefully 
audiences in the Zoo will see more 
of all of these actors in their years to 
come at Middlebury. 

Clemmons Resounds with Energy and Experience 
By Sadie Hoagland 

STAFF WRITER 

Francois Clemmons, Twilight 
Artist-in-Residence and Choir 
Conductor, has brought much to 
the College community over the 
years. Many of us think of him for 
his spectacular renditions of Amer-
ican Negro Spirituals that routine-
ly awe Mead Chapel's crowds. Yet 
many students may not know that 
Clemmons also spent 27 years as 
Officer Clemmons on Mr. Roger's 
Neighborhood, as well as seven sea-
sons with the Metropolitan Opera 
or that he won a Grammy in 1973 
for his performance in Gershwin's 
"Porgy and Bess." This man has 
had a truly amazing career and is 
one of Middlebury College's hid-
den jewels. The Middlebury Campus 
tracked him down to get the details 
on everything from Mr. Rogers to 
his more current projects. 
The Campus: It sounds like you've 
had quite the career... 
Francois Clemmons: "I've done a 
few things..." (laughs) 
The Campus: You've been singing 
since you were very young? 
F.C.: Well, in my mother's womb, I 
like to say that, she sang spirituals 
around the house, and so I came 
into the world and whereas other 
kids were singing "Row, Row, Row 
your Boat," I was singing American 

Negro Spirituals — and when I sihg 
now I hear her voice in my head. 
The Campus: At one point did you 
decide to make singing into a ca-
reer? 
F.C.: The short answer is, it was 
obvious from the beginning of my 
life. 
The Campus: So I used to watch Mr. 
Rogers and I have to ask, how did 
you get your start on the show? 
F.C.: I've thought about what a 
great blessing it was to meet him 
[Fred Rogers]. Literally he was my 
fan, he wanted to hear me sing, so 
I remember going to his studio 
and watching him work. It was the 
first year he was doing Mr. Rog-
er's Neighborhood, 1968, and all 
I could think about was well, this 
is nice and I'll do it from time to 
time, but I really want to sing at 
the Metropolitan Opera (laughs). I 
was such a naïve kid. I didn't realize 
what the universe was giving me on 
a gold platter, and he wanted me to 
sing on his show. Well, I agreed be-
cause I also needed to make some 
money. I don't think it's an exag-
geration to say he was the kindest 
person I've ever known. He became 
my surrogate father, and I spent 
holidays at his house. He sent me 
on three trips to Europe to audi-
tion and to sing because my parents 

S E E C L E M M O N S , PAGE 19 

File Photo/Vlad Lodoaba 
Artist-in-Residence Francois Clemmons has a Grammy, a stint on "Mr. 
Roger's Neighborhood" and a new TV series to his credit. Here, he serves as 
grand marshal of the PALANA parade in September. 
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I s IT ART? 

Justin's "Crumpled Icosahe-
dron." : 30 paper clips. 

Justin's "Dymaxion." : 216 
paper clips. 

Andy's "Whipper Snap-
per.": 1 paper clip. 

Andy's "Preying Mantus.' 
1 paper clip. 

by 
Just because it's easy and it 

looks like a mfstake doesn't mean it's 
not art. Or does it? As soon as you 
thought you'd heard it all, something 
even more minimalist arrived on the 
scene: "Paper Clip Art." With an en-
tire online gallery devoted to the 
delicate twistings of a pair of small, 
deft hands, (which act according to 
the musings of an eccentric mind, or 
maybe even a bored one) each pa-
per clip "sculpture" defends itself by 
providing the story of its inception 
— icing itself with just a bit more 
meaning. 

One of the earliest pieces, enti-
tled, "Preying Mantus," was inspired 
when the artist, who goes by the 
name Andy Anonymous, tuned into 
the Discovery Channel. He claims 
that it took a significant amount of 
time to make. This is "an obvious 
commentary on the symbiotic yet 
turbulent relationship between man, 
nature and religion," he is quoted as 
saying. "One of my earlier works 
which took 3 weeks to complete." 

.Another example, which Andy 
created five years later called, "Whip-
per-Snapper," originally entitled "An 
American's Vacation in Singapore," 
speaks "of something completely 
different than it did before it was fin-
ished — social injustices against the 
elderly." Yet one of the most ques-
tionable works is "Time and Being," 
a completely unaltered paper clip, 
which claims to have been inspired 
by the philosophies of Plato, Marx 
and Heidegger. In the artist's words, 
although the work is "deceivingly 
simple," "this profound piece brings 
us back to the womb where we are 
asked to re-examine the meaning of 
our own existence and vulnerability 
in the brutal gemeinschaft of today's 
modern world." 

You remember all of those 
paintings featuring a naked woman, 

A b b i e B e a n e 
a bowl of fruit or both? Paper clip art 
has got that all tied up as well. One 
of Andy's pieces is a model of just 
that — a woman lying on a blanket 
with a bowl of fruit, represented by 
two smooth steel curves and a small 
loop at the end reassembling a fist, or 
maybe that's the bowl of fruit? 

And if you never imagined that 
paper clips could get racy, "Firm and 
Round" exists to prove you wrong. 
The artist describes this piece, a loop 
tied at its two ends with an overarch-
ing section of clip rising over the 
middle and hooked into the original 
joint, as a project where "Physical de-
sires abound —The unorthodox use 
of two clips represents the intertwin-
ing of the carnal and the cerebral. 
The thinking man's sex machine." 

So maybe Andy just had a little 
bit too much downtime at the of-
fice, maybe he needed a little more 
top down management, but then 
again, maybe he has a point in see-
ing the aesthetic potential behind 
such trivial, under appreciated ob-
jects. Still think this "art" ain't goin' 
nowhere? Well, just wait until Andy 
incorporates colored paper clips into 
the project. 

On the other hand, if you take 
a look at artist Justin Schlecter's 
paper clip gallery, you'll find some 
much more intense and intriguing 
sculptures. Unlike Andy, Justin uses 
more than one paper clip per piece 
and often upwards of 200. Though 
his pieces do not attach themselves 
to complex, spiritual meanings, 
they are an impressive display of his 
mathematical genius, respresent-
ing intricate geometric shapes, with 
names such as the "Complex Icosa-
hedron and the "Fancy Dodecahe-
dron." And considering how busi-
ness loves science, this guy might 
actually be going straight to the top 
of the paper clip ladder. 

B L O W I N ' I N D I E W I N D 
by Erika Mercer 

A R T CALENDAR 
( H 

THEATER 

"Proof": Vermont Stage Company 's founder 
David Auburn returns to direct this Pulitzer 
Prize and Tony Award winning play, a gripping 
h u m a n drama that explores the line between 
genius and madness. 
Date: Wednesday, Oct. 22nd through Sunday, Oct. 
26th 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Where: Flynn Space, Burlington 
Price: Adult $25.00 | Student $20.00 
Info: www.flynncenter.com 

"Fences": Here's a playwright who has r idden 
some himself, exploring the African-american 
experience with authenticity and power. Now 
Vermont 's own Weston Playhouse Theatre 
company per forms August Wilson's Pulitzer 
Prize Winning play. 
Date: Wednesday, Oct. 29th 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Where: Flynn Space, Burlington 
Price: $28 and $22 
Info: www.flynncenter.org 

MUSIC 

THE NEW DEAL THE MOBIUS BAND 
Date: Thursday, Nov. 3 
Where: Higher Ground, Winooski 
Time: 9:00 p.m. (doors 8:00 pm) | 18+ 
Price: $10 advance | $12 day of show 
Info: www.highergroundmusic.com 

RAEKWON (of the Wu-Tang Clan) PEOPLE UNDER 
THE STAIRS | C RAYZ WALZ | CunninLynguists | ICE 
WATER INC: 
Date: Wednesday, Oct. 29,h 

y, g e t o u t t a t o w n . ) 
Where: Higher Ground, Winooski 
Time: 10:00 p.m. (doors 9:00 pm) 
Price: Adult $25.00 | Student $20.00 
Info: www.highergroundmusic.com 

THE DECEMBERISTS: A band reviewed in the 
Sept. 18 issue of The Middlebury Campus. Get 
in touch with your inner pirate and savor some 
musical gems. 
Date: Friday, Oct. 24,h 

Time: 8 p.m. 
Where: Coltrane Lounge, Middlebury 
FREE 

BROWN COUCH: The band combines acoustic 
funk, folk, rock, jazz and bluegrass with 
sophisticated harmonies and a reflective, lyrical 
song-writ ing style. 
Date: Friday, Oct. 24th 
Time: 9 p.m. 
Where: The Grille, Middlebury 
FREE 

ART 

"Rembrandt and the Art of Etching:" The tour-
ing exhibition has already been seen by per-
haps a million viewers in South America, but 
Burlington is its only Nor th American stop. The 
exhibition offers Vermonters an exclusive oppor-
tuni ty to see many of the 17th-century Dutch 
master 's most impor tan t works. Of Rembrandt 
van Rijn's 290 etchings, 85 are currently on view. 
Don ' t miss this. 
Date: Tuesday-Sunday 
Where: UVM Fleming Museum, Burlington 
Time: Weekdays 9 a.m. - 4p.m., Weekends. 1-5 p.m. 
Price: Student: $5 | Individual: $7 [ Senior: (62+): $5 
Info: www.flemingmuseum.org 

The artist: Belle & Sebastian 
The album: "Dear Catastrophe Waitress" 

Release Date: October 7, 2003 
Featured on WRMC this Friday, midnight to 1 a.m. 

Please, just indulge me for a 
moment while I stick my tongue 
out at all those critics who've dared 
claim that Belle 8c Sebastian has sold 
out with their newest album, "Dear 
Catastrophe Waitress." Sorry to say, 
you've missed the point. 

When the band's first album, 
"Tigermilk," hit record stores in 
1996, hipster culture as we know 
it was just defining itself. Belle 8c 
Sebastian, with its shy, quirky per-
sona and dark, clever sense of hu-
mor, gave many in this emerging 
culture an identity to latch on to 
— and stories to match their own 
lives. But now that Belle 8c Sebas-
tian has grown out of their teenage 
angst stage (at least at little) and re-
leased an album that champions the 
brighter — and may we say poppier 
— side of life, hipsters everywhere 
are down their throats for selling 
out. Come on, folks. The world isn't 
really as gloomy as it seems. 

Belle 8c Sebastian is already out 
to prove its new worldview in the 
very first note of the album. Instead 
of opening with lead singer Stuart 
Murdoch's high, lonesome tenor, 
the band launches the album with 
a bang — or, if not a bang, then 
at least a bop. Drums, horns and 
strings signal the start of the new 
era, joined eventually by Murdoch's 
voice — "She called me up today / 
Meet me down at the old café / I 
jumped into the shower / 1 was get-
ting my marching orders" — which 
gets its own marching orders from 
the song's quick beat. 

In addition to the bouncy tune, 
humorous innuendos also permeate 
the first song, "Step Into My Office 
Baby." Unlike the sexually frustrated 
lyrics of the band's previous albums, 
this song's lyrics take a playful stance 
toward sex: "She gave me some dic-
tation / But my strength is in admin-
istration /1 took down all she said /1 
even took down her little red dress." 
In other words, Belle 8c Sebastian is 
ready to have fun. 

This doesn't mean that the old 
Belle 8c Sebastian has been forgotten 
— first of all, the band has included 
a number of songs on the album 
which flaunt their trademark sound 
— try cue rourth song, "Piazza, New 
York Catcher," or the eighth song, 
"Wrapped Up in Books." Long-
time fans won't be disappointed. 
Yet, even in its more experimental 
songs, the band is just as clever as 

ever, toying with unexpected tempo 
shifts and biting deep with sarcastic 
lyrics. Just because they're happier 
now doesn't mean they're taking 
themselves any more seriously. In 
fact, this ability to laugh at them-
selves is their saving grace — and 
what keep several of the truly pop-
happy songs on "Dear Catastrophe 
Waitress" — for instance, "If You 
Find Yourself Caught In Love," the 
tenth song — afloat. 

Besides, not all of "Dear Ca-
tastrophe Waitress" is as upbeat as 
it sounds on first listen. Sure, you'll 
find yourself bobbing your head 
and tapping your toes, but stop for 
a minute and listen to some of the 
lyrics: "I'm sorry if he hit you with a 
full can of Coke / It's no joke / Your 
face is bleeding / You'll soon be leav-
ing this town to the clowns who 

"Dear Catastrophe 
Waitress" might sound 
childish and slap-happy 
to some, but listen 
closer — it's a sophis-
ticated, experienced 
album. 

worship / No one but themselves." 
Upbeat? Really? 

Growing out of their teenage 
angst doesn't mean that the world 
suddenly appears rose-colored to 
Belle & Sebastian. It just means that 
they've found a balance between 
gloom and cheer. "Dear Catastro-
phe Waitress" might sound childish 
and slap-happy to some, but listen 
closer — it's a sophisticated, expe-
rienced album, which endorses life's 
ironies, pleasures, and pains without 
succumbing to any of them. In the 
refrain of "If She Wants Me," the 
third song on the album, Murdoch 
sings, "If I could do just one near 
perfect thing I'd be happy / They'd 
write it on my grave, or when they 
scattered my ashes / On second 
thoughts I'd rather hang about with 
and be there with my best friend / 
If she wants me." This sentiment 
— one of mortality and joy in life's 
smallest pleasures — runs through-
out the album - d signals a new lev-
el of matur in their songwriting, 
transcending persistently down-
beat and ^al stance of the indie 
cu! 5 y helped create. 

http://www.flynncenter.com
http://www.flynncenter.org
http://www.highergroundmusic.com
http://www.highergroundmusic.com
http://www.flemingmuseum.org
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T H E REEL C R I T I C 
by M a t t h e w C l a r k 

In his directorial debut, George 
Clooney has brought a lonely, lost 
man's fragmented world seamlessly 
together in "Confessions of a Dan-
gerous Mind." Despite the chaos that 
is Chuck Barris's (Sam Rockwell) 
life as a TV producer and CIA hit-
man, the movie flows with the same 
smoothness and vitality as "Catch 
Me If You Can." 

The film begins in a dimly lit, 
somber apartment where Chuck is 
sitting down to write his "confes-
sions." Stated bluntly, Chuck Bar-
ris is a pervert and a nerd. I was 
repulsed by Barris as a young man. 
His deeply scratchy voice takes us to 
his sepia colored childhood, where 
he attempts to convince a neigh-
borhood girl that he tastes like 
strawberry. He even eavesdrops on 
unsuspecting secretaries. Later he 
cheats on his girlfriend, for he is 
always avoiding commitment in his 
search for something better. He then 
talks us through the colorful world 
of NBC and ABC — the glories of 
television. 

Early on, Barris writes a semi-
hit pop song, "Palisades Park," cash-
ing into the music scene to create a 
TV show pilot. When his girlfriend 
Penny (played by Drew Barrymore), 
asks if it's going to be a "show about 
monkeys" he answers, "No, its going 
to be a show about people." It turns 
out, Barris's creation, first "The Dat-
ing Game" and then "The Newlywed 
Game," is in fact a bit of a monkey 
show. "The Dating Game" casts ob-
scene bachelors competing for one 
beautiful blonde who can't even see 
who she is interviewing. "Joe Mil-
lionaire" anyone? Though the shows 
are wildly successful, they are also 
wildly sickening, showcasing Ameri-
cans' tasteless appetite for vulgarity. 

What Barris' show lacks in ex-
citement he makes up for as a secret 
agent hitman. Under the guise of 
chaperone for "Newlywed" winners, 
Barris takes up killing Communists 
and drug lords overseas. On the one 
hand he is serving a primitive blood 
lust and on the other he is serving 
his country. However, it is not obvi-
ous that he knows which one it is. 

The filtered frosty-blue light of 
the back streets of West Berlin and 
sandy yellow tint of Puerto Vallarta 
remove us from the sharp, bright 
colors of TV stages and palm trees. 
Black silhouettes backlit by the 
brightness of the world make us feel 
like we are looking at shadows, not 
real people. It feels like these CIA es-
capades are just some dream he has 
concocted. It is as if Barris needs to 
validate his television creations that 
mock American society by becom-
ing the ultimate protector of it, a 
secret agent. We keep waiting for 
Jim Byrd (Barris's CIA connection 
played by George Clooney) to melt 
into the crowd like Russell Crowe's 
schizophrenic hallucinations in "A 
Beautiful Mind." 

Naked, standing at attention to 
a television playing the National An-
them, it is clear that killing for the 
government isn't the best medicine 
for Barris. Locked in a grungy apart-
ment he is paranoid and delusional. 
He needs something more or some-
thing less. Chuck Barris, just like 
anyone, is a complex man in a com-
plicated world pretending to live 
a simple life. Believe them or not, 
these are his confessions. 

The Steps Capitalize on Lighter Side of Politics 
MCAB Ushers in The Capitol Steps, Entertaining a Capacity Crowd 

By Chris Grosso 
ARTS EDITOR 

Americans love to expose the 
shortcomings of the U.S. politi-
cal system, and they definitely en-
joy a good, hearty laugh once in 
a while. What happens when one 
creatively combines the two? You 
get a political parody. That's the 
case only if the jokes are funny, 
though. Middlebury College iust 
witnessed an extremely successful 
collaboration. On the first night 
of Parents' Weekend, Friday, Oct. 
10, the political comedy troupe the 
Capitol Steps packed Pepin Gym-
nasium with bodies and laughter. 
The Middlebury College Activities 
Board-sponsored event entertained 
a crowd of over 900 people with its 
antics. 

More than 20 years have passed 
since the Steps' took to the stage for 
the first time. It is clear that their 
humor has adapted to the likings 

extremely witty. But it wasn't all 
about politics. The troupe also tar-
geted Martha Stewart, SUV lovers 
and cellular phone addicts. 

One of the highlights of the 
show was a spoonerism routine in 
which the first letters of key words 
and phrases were switched. It was 
funny and quite suggestive. The 
TRL parody appealed to the MTV 
generation. 

The performers also imper-
sonated each of the Democratic 
Presidential candidates and sang 
theme songs to publicize their 
platforms. The personalized tunes 
aimed to evoke each contestant's 
identity. Any decent political par-
ody wouldn't be complete without 
mention of the Clintons. The Steps 
posed the question: why isn't Hill-
ary running in the near future? She 
bitingly claimed in a public address 
that her biggest setback was Bill, 
who pranced around the stage. 

Martha Stewart amused the 

The troupe's comedy is a blend between the song 
parodies of "Forbidden Broadway" and the politi-
cal sketch comedy of "Saturday Night Live." 

of the country. The Capitol Steps 
were born in December 1981 when 
co-founders Bill Strauss and Elaine 
Newport, both of whom worked 
for Senator Charles Percy, were 
planning a Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee Christmas party. 
Their first idea was to stage a nativ-
ity play, but in the whole Congress 
they "couldn't find three wise men 
or a virgin!" Instead, they decided 
to browse the headlines of the day, 
and skillfully concocted a bunch 
of parodies and skits to amuse the 
guests. Fortunately for us, they 
were inspired and ended up devel-
oping a delightful brand of satirical 
humor. 

The troupe's comedy is a blend 
between the song parodies of "For-
bidden Broadway" and the political 
sketch comedy of "Saturday Night 
Live." The merger results in a va-
riety show of songs discussing the 
major political mishaps of the day. 

The points of humor paraded 
by the show were not unfamiliar to 
anyone in the audience. Its funny 
and simultaneously non-threaten-
ing jokes touched on the conflict 
in the Middle East, the Califor-
nia recall elections, and of course, 
George W. Itscomedy was not only 
hysterical and entertaining but also 

crowd with a monologue regarding 
her recent public embarrassments. 
Her monotonous tone and terrible 
presentation proved to be quite ef-
fective as her impersonator had the 
audience chuckling. 

And of course, the Capitol 
Steps mentioned Arnold. In "Total 
Recall," one of the opening skits, 
newly elected Gov. Arnold Schwar-
zenegger was mocked for his celeb-
rity-action-hero status, thick accent 
and womanizing tendencies. 

The six-person cast consisted 
of five performers and a pianist, 
and they all displayed enthusiasm 
and zeal from start to finish. The 
song-and-dance routines worked 
well as the crew rapidly transi-
tioned from one scene to the next. 
They wisely selected props and 
costumes and a variety of wigs. To 
heighten some of their caricatures, 
they applied eyebrows and mus-
taches. The quick pace of the cab-
aret kept the audience interested 
and asking for more — it certainly 
didn't seem like 90 minutes. 

The comedy group's clever 
wordplay and musical frolics made 
quite an impression. To no surprise 
the Washington, D.C., based-group, 
which regularly tours, has amassed 
a respectable audience nationwide. 

Vlad Lodoaba 
Satirizing the American political scene, Captiol Steps brought gaiety to a 
capacity crowd in Pepin Gym. 

Vlad Lodoaba 

The group touched on the presidential race, Martha Stewart and sport utility 
vehicles (above). 

A Capella Groups Delight Masses with a Musical Snack 
The entire scene was reminiscent of an ancient Roman affair in 
both purpose and appearance. Just as the Roman citizens witnessed 
theater as a diversion from the mishaps of their government, the 
concert relieved weary students from work. 

By Chris Grosso 
ARTS EDITOR 

Amid our frenzied and hectic daily lives, it's 
moving that we can put some time aside — even 
during midterms — to enjoy the performing 
arts and support our talented friends. On the 
eve of mid-term break, it was delightful to see 
the amphitheatre in front of the Gamut Room 
filled to capacity. 

The melodies of two of Middlebury's a ca-
pella groups lightened the anxious atmosphere 
that usually pervades the campus before recess. 
Stuck in the Middle (SIM) and the Mischords 
serenaded over 100 students with their appeal-
ing voices and playful antics. 

Adapting to the architecture perfectly, the a 
capella groups performed under the entrance to 
the C ... .w^.u . Sv_ tcked into the cir-
cular arena and some were even forced to stand 
behind the last row. The ancient temple-like 
frontage and the artificial lighting created a very 
theatrical effect. The entire scene was reminis-
cent of an ancient Roman affair in both purpose 

and appearance. Just as the Roman citizens wit-
nessed theater as a diversion from the mishaps 
of their government, the concert relieved weary 
students from work. 

As usual SIM wonderfully entertained its 
fans with a bunch of songs from its repertoire. 
The 30-minute display of creativity included, 
one of my favorites, Sister Hazel's "A Beautiful 
Thing," along with "Again" by Lenny Kravitz, 
and the classic "St. Robinson's Tree." Clearly the 
audience would agree that the finale was one of 
the highlights. The "Enormous Penis Song" by 
DaVinci's Notebook, caused a commotion as 
the group had its fans hysterically laughing. 

The Mischords complemented the all-male 
group nicely. They charmed the audience with 
their lovely voices and elegant presence. Espe-

cially enjoyable was their cover of "Sexual Heal-
ing." Very skillfully, the group combined sensu-
ality and a bit of humor into the reggae tune. 
They also sang "Passionate Kisses" by Mary 
Chapin Carpenter. The sweet song was soothing 
to hear. At one point during the performance, a 
member selected a young man in the front row 
and borrowed his baseball cap. Unfortunately 
the lucky fan never gave the lady the passionate 
kiss that the song was describing. 

The two groups who organized the show 
deserve priase. The intimacy and cheeriness of 
the brief study break was heart-warming. The 
auditory treat was just what was needed to relax 
after a tough week and a half of papers and ex-
ams. And as evident by the crowd, we all craved 
the musical snack. 
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Novice Artwork Ignites Firehouse with Fresh Flare 
Firehouse Center Welcomes First 50 Artists to Test Their Talents on the Public 

Despite the range of ability displayed, "The Open" 
has given the somewhat inert artistic community 
in Burlington a chance to display its work, discuss 
its ideas and interact in the process. 

By Suzanne Mozes 
STAFF WRITER 

A uniquely egalitarian art ex-
hibit opened Friday, Oct. 10 at the 
Firehouse Center for the Visual 
Arts in Burlington. Giving artists of 
all abilities an opportunity to dis-
play their work, "The Fourth An-
nual Firehouse Open" now show-
cases the first 50 artists that arrived 
at the Firehouse doors on Monday 
morning, Oct. 6 and runs through 
Nov. 16. 

Toting single pieces of artwork 
prepared for installation, artists be-
gan assembling at 5 a.m. on lower 
Church Street. When the Firehouse 
doors unlocked five hours later, the 
line had wormed its way down the 
street with approximately 70 to 80 
pieces of artwork in tow. 

The artists' range of ages — 20-
something college students to an 80 
year-old woman — bridged a gap 
as wide in years as the show itself 
bridges the breach between diverg-
ing styles, materials, subject matter 
and artistic messages. The purpose 
of creating "The Open" is "to sup-
port a wider range of artists, with 
diverse disciplines, styles and back-
grounds," according to the mission 
statement on the gallery's wall. De-
spite its arbitrary "first come" sub-
mission process, the system yielded 
representation in almost all médias 
— painting, sculpture, photogra-
phy, sound installation, cartoon 
and pen and ink. 

For six hours following the 
morning registration, Jessica Dyer, 
director of exhibitions and curato-
rial services, designed the exhibit 
with her staff. Emily Currin, a 
member of Dyer's staff, explained 
that the artists' "high energy" that 
morning made it particularly excit-
ing to "find the flow" of the show. 

In spite of the indiscriminate 
collection of artwork, many of the 

pieces found natural connections 
among themselves that allowed 
for a predominantly easy installa-
tion. For example, Emily Kalina's 
oil painting of a female nude with 
her head bowed in shame, entitled 
"Don't Look at Me," perpendicular-
ly faces Jonathan Wolloch's collage 
piece, "Wreckless Abandonment," 
made of acrylic, watercolor, mark-
er, pen, pencil and whiteout pen. 
The two yards separating the works 
almost suggest that Kalina's nude 
abandoned Wolloch's unorthodox, 
wild piece in shame. Moreover, 
Joshua Highter's untitled mono-
print strangely reiterates the female 
profile of Gampo Wickenheiser's 
granite sculpture of a female bust, 
"Heather," on a flat, two-dimen-
sional surface. 

Dyer told The Burlington Free 
Press, "In some cases, it may not be 
a style of work that we typically ac-
cept at this particular gallery for a 
show, as we focus on more avant 
garde, contemporary pieces." While 
the show undoubtedly does present 
a contrast to The Firehouse's char-
acteristic exhibits, many contem-
porary pieces made the cut. 

Jennifer Pond's "Dark and 
Stormy," placed in the front of the 
gallery, lures passersby in from 
the street. Chiefly using blues and 
whites, Pond creates a tension of 
soft lines, reminiscent of a sea ane-
nome, pulling the viewer into the 
disturbingly dark depths of the 
piece. By assuming an intrinsic hu-
man emotion expressed through 
body language, the line work ex-
ceeds artistic motion and illumi-
nates an emotional storm beneath 
the waves of the flailing activity 
on the canvas' surface, suggesting 
a depth of despair that the viewer 
still cannot access. 

Neth Urkiel-Taylor's "Mother's 
Womb" proved to be a highlight at 
"The Open." A bulbous rustic bas-

ket encloses a handwritten letter 
from a birthmother asking to make 
contact with her son. The piece, 
dated 1998, echoes the same year 
as the letter. Quietly letting view-
ers draw their own conclusions, 
"Mother's Womb" passively evokes 
emotion by establishing unique 
maternal connections through 
identification with a nest and its 
feminine counterpart with natural 
materials. While the artist could 
simply be making a statement, the 
letter seems to be written by Urkiel-
Taylor's own mother, as he now has 
appended her last name onto his 
own, reinforcing the importance 
of the mother-son relationship 
that resounds inside the belly of 
the basket. 

The liberal acceptance process 
allowed for several pieces that failed 
to actually communicate with its 
audience such as Brian Guercio's 
untitled sound installation. Ema-
nating from a plastic tub covered in 

cloth, the listener, aided by a stetho-
scope, hears a heartbeat interrupted 
occasionally by a voice whispering 
"I'm going to share some personal 
information with you." This sub-
mission failed to interact on either 
an intellectual or artistic level and 
seemed to have been presented sim-
ply for the sake of submission. 

While engaging the viewer 
with images like little girls play-
ing in the water, the photography 
submissions were slightly lacking in 
originality. However, Kate Rower's 
"Speedqueen," an Iris print featur-
ing dryers in laundry facility, stood 
out as a positive example of experi-
mentation with angle and compo-
sition. 

Despite the range of ability dis-
played, "The Open" has given the 
somewhat inert artistic community 
in Burlington a chance to display its 
work, discuss its ideas and interact 
in the process. 

Marketing and Public Rela-
tions Director Ted Fisher told The 
Burlington Free Press, "It's a very 
democratic way to have an art 
show. It's based strictly ont drive, 
enthusiasm and persistence." 

Essentially, the Firehouse has 
eliminated any pretentious under-
tones in the exhibit. By arbitrarily 
accepting artwork on "first come 
first serve" submission basis, the 
gallery has chosen to let the art 
speak for itself. 

Clemmons Serves Up an Ecclectic 
Palette of Artistic Endeavors 

MIA 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16 

couldn't afford it. 
My life began to revolve around 

the show. A lot of times you live by 
things that you're planning, you go 
ahead and do those things, but it's 
the accidents that happened that re-
ally formed the foundation for my 
career. My saying always was that I 
started at the top. Now that sounds 
crazy because it wasn't financially at 
the top. We weren't the most popu-
lar show in the world, but from the 
standpoint of integrity and high 
quality commitment, it's the best 
experience I've ever had. I started 
at the top. 
The Campus: You are also known 
for founding the Harlem Spiritu-
al Ensemble. How did that come 
about? 
F.C.: Yes, well, I always had this de-
sire to do more, and when I realized 
I was not going to be the star on Mr. 
Roger's Neighborhood, I looked 
around for something to do. When 
we traveled around, I'd go to the 
Handle Society, the Wagner Society 
to hear what they were perform-
ing, and I'd say how come there is 
no American Negro Spirituals be-
ing performed in Utah or Arizona? 
And some of it was obvious, but on 
the other hand, I still couldn't fig-
ure out why Detroit didn't have a 
professional organization, or other 
cities that had a large black popu-
lation, Atlanta. And if I'm the one 
that saw the need, or the vacuum, I 
hadto fill it. Some people thought it 
would be too controversial because 
of our racial history in this country 
and that slavery is an issue you can't 
bring up and talk about. 

I didn't find any of that to be true. 
What I found was that people want-
ed a quality product — sing them 
well, sing them in an interesting 
fashion, and we literally sang them 
all over the world. It was just so 
amazing. I had no idea when I start-
ed that group the kind of success we 
would enjoy. All the time I felt what 
a sacred commission I had been 
given to be the one to do something 
like this and to try to give people a 
quality experience that they would 
carry in their hearts forever. 
The Campus: How did you end up 
here at Middlebury College? 

F.C.: Well, at one point Susan 
Stockton came to me and said 
Middlebury College would like you 
to do J-term, would you be able to 
teach a course in American Negro 
Spirituals? I liked the idea, and I 
came here. Well, they asked me to 
come back a second year and a third 
year. I think this will be the seventh 
year I've done the January term. Af-
ter that the College came to me and 
said, "Would you like the choir full 
time?" I wanted to stop traveling so 
much. I wanted to settle down, and 
I love it up here because I love what 
I'm doing. I love the people more 
than anything — the weather is 
not the world's best. It's cold in Ver-
mont, and the winters seem to go 
on interminably, but when you're 
doing something you love, it chang-
es your view of the weather. 
The Campus: And you've started 
some new projects... 
F.C.: Yes, I have. I started last year 
this project Studio 104. All that 
out in Vergennes and some places 
in between, I feel there's a certain 
neglect, particularly in the arts. So 
I decided to start covering it. How 
could I make a contribution back to 
the larger Middlebury community. 
After 27 years on television, 1 feel 
that that's probably the thing that 
I'm most adept at and comfort-
able with in addition to just plain 
singing. And I'm interested in ar-
chitecture, glass blowing, painting, 
dance, everything — theatre — to 
do with the arts. So I decided to put 
together this little production com-
pany that would go around and re-
cord the arts in this community and 
show it on MC-TV. I had no idea 
how much time it would involve, 
but I have to say the College has 
been very supportive. For example, 
I've interviewed Gov. James Doug-
las, as well as Dick Forman — he's 
a pianist, a jazz pianist, who works 
here at the Center for the Arts. This 
Friday we're going to Burlington 
to film at the Flynn. They're doing 
"Porgy and Bess." I'm going to do 
a lecture before the concert, which 
we're going to film. But that's what 
my Studio 104 would do — no-
body else here is covering "Porgy 
and Bess" at the Flynn. Maybe most 
of the kids don't even know about 
it! That's how I feel Middlebury 

just doesn't have enough focus on 
the arts. Some of the students are 
so focused on being academically 
proficient that they don't take time 
and breathe and smell the roses. I'm 
constantly saying to them,"Take 
some time off and come to a con-
cert." But I think the arts need a lit-
tle more profile, so that's what Stu-
dio 104 is about. I wish that the arts 
had the same emphasis here that 
athletics have. Support the arts the 
same way you support the hockey 
team — that's my goal here. 

I really feel that I'm here as a kind 
of an ambassador for the arts for 
Middlebury College. I will say that 
for the most part the faculty, the 
staff and the students are very co-
operative. I feel good [laughs] — 
being in their face about the arts. 
The Campus: So has this inspired 
the New Gospel Choir that's getting 
underway? 
F.C.: Yes, the Gospel Choir is defi-
nitely a student-generated idea. 
The word is beginning to get out. 
So far we've had a lot fun. It's very 
rewarding emotionally, psychologi-
cally, spiritually. I think the Gospel 
Choir is going to eventually be a 
very important part of this com-
munity. I want us to grow strong 
enough so that we can sing for the 
Martin Luther King, Jr., breakfast in 
January. 
The Campus: So, out of curiosity, 
do you sing when you're just hang-
ing out, now that you sing profes-
sionally, or do you save it for per-
formances? 
F.C.: I don't stop singing. I sing all 
the time. I'm rehearsing tomorrow. 
I do enough continual singing to 
perform. However, I have this curse 
in that I hear music in my head. I 
hear the Verde Requiem, the Mes-
siah at Christmas — I hear it now 
and I can't turn it off. I don't try to 
turn it off. So when I try to explain 
to people why I don't just walk 
around singing all the time, I hear 
so much music in my head! 

If you are looking to get more in-
volved in the arts, or want to see 
more of Clemmons, Studio 104 airs 
Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. on MC-
TV (channel 15). The New Gospel 
Choir meets Thursday nights at 7 
p.m. in Mead Chapel, where anyone 
is welcome (no tryouts)! 

Julia Randall 
In an attempt to attract the attention of visiting parents, the Student 
Government Association created a tower of Proctor cups crates pleading for 
students to return the containers. 
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Julia Randall 

Using his lanky frame to his advantage, Chris Loeffler '04 of the Iron Monkey intramural soccer team manages 
an unorthodox slide tackle during a Wednesday afternoon match. 
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Sox Keep 
Piling on 
the Pain 

By Jake Heller 
STAFF WRITER 

This is the year. At the be-
ginning of every baseball season 
Red Sox fans forget about the 
disappointment of the season 
before and reaffirm their stead-
fast belief that in fact this is the 
year. This is the year in which 
the Curse of the Bambino will be 
lifted and Boston will take home 
its first World Series since 1918. 
Allow me to bring some people 
up to speed with a brief history 
lesson. In 1919 the Red Sox sold 
Babe Ruth to the Yankees. Since 
then the Yankees have gone on to 
win 26 World Series titles while 
the Red Sox have come up empty. 
The Red Sox have been to four 
World Series since 1918, losing 
each one in a deciding Game 7. 
As an outsider to the Red Sox na-
tion I am always utterly amazed 
at Sox fans ability to actually ar-
gue with a straight face why the 
Sox will finally win after years of 
heartbreak. One would suspect 
that after 80 years of failure these 
people would realize the baseball 
gods are not with them and ac-
knowledge that most likely "this 
is not the year." No chance. Red 
Sox fans believe they are a cho-
sen people and only through 
complete faith will the team ever 
have a chance to reach the Prom-
ised Land. 

Perhaps it is time for Red 
Sox fans to change tactics. My 
grandfather passed on at 74, He 
was another lifelong Sox fan who 
never saw them win one. When 
Grady Little passes on, man is he 
going to hear about it for leaving 
Pedro in that game. Maybe they 
should take the Chicago Cubs fan 
perspective and accept the inevi-
table while hoping for a cham-
pionship instead of feeling they 
are entitled to one. The Cubbies 
never win anything so "getting 
close" is a real change of events 
for their fans. The Red Sox always 
get close. This season added on to 
the legacy of brutal Red Sox play-
off exits — a game 7 ALCS loss 
at the hands of the hated Yankees. 
Watching the games with Red 
Sox fans I was struck by what I 
must admit is the most passion-
ate following of anything I have 
ever seen. I love Red Sox fans. We 
always win but these fans have 
given their souls to this team. 

I am genuinely jealous that 
there is a chance I will see the 
Red Sox win before I die because 
to be a Sox fan on that day will 
be far greater than any Yankees 
championship. Rooting against 
the Sox made me feel as if God 
was going to strike me down for 
teasing these "spiritual" fanat-
ics. As always, each Sox win ex-
ponentially increased the confi-
dence of their fans to the point of 
frequent comments such as "This 
series is ours." 

The fans knew the history. 
These Sox made them forget 
all of it. This team was going to 
do it. Boston would party like 
its 1918! And then it happened. 
Once again this was not the year. 
So I offer this advice: Kick the 
habit Sox fans. Surrender to the 
Dark Side. In the baseball world 
there is only one God, Babe Ruth. 
Remember he walks around the 
eternal hall wearing pinstripes. 

mailto:CAMPUS@MIDDLEBURY.EDU
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Rollercoaster Week for Volleyball Women's Tennis 
Ends Season Strong By Dan Russell 

STAFF WRITER 

The Middlebury College 
women's volleyball team has gone 
an impressive 4-3 in its last seven 
outings, played over an exhaustive 
10-day stretch. The Panthers began 
by playing Skidmore at home on 
Oct. 8. In a tight, four-garne series, 
the Panthers narrowly beat out the 
Thoroughbreds by a score of 30-27 
in the first match, lost the second 
match 30-17, prevailed in overtime 
in the third match 34-32, and finally 
triumphed in the fourth by a score 
of 30-28. Co-captains Katy Hicks 
'05 and Danielle Boniello '04 played 
strong games on offense with 13 kills 
apiece, while Boniello also played a 
strong game defensively, with three 
solo blocks and three block assists. 
Sydney Hartsock '05 also produced 
a great all-around effort will 11 kills 
and two service aces, as well as 22 
digs. On defense, Jamie Wong '07 
was a nearly ubiquitous presence, 
with a phenomenal 33 kills, while 
Lacee Patterson '07 (18 digs) and 
Luz Brito '04 (23) also made strong 
contributions. 

The Panthers then traveled up 
to Maine for a three-game sweep 
against Bowdoin, Bates and Colby. 
In the first game against Bowdoin, 
the Panthers maintained control 

of the game throughout. Except 
for the first match where the Polar 
Bears took the Panthers to over-
time, with Middlebury winning 
32-30, the game was never really in 
doubt, as the Panthers won the next 
two matches by the scores of 30-24 
and 30-25. Hicks and Boniello com-
bined for twenty kills, while Sydney 
Hartsock added 3 service aces. Wong 
continued to be stalwart on defense 
with 25 digs, while Lacee Patterson 
added 19. 

The game against Bowdoin 
took its toll as a physically exhausted 
Panther squad fell to Bates the very 
same day in three successive match-
es 30-18,30-27, and 30-20, and con-
tinued to struggle the very next day, 
falling Colby College by scores of 30-
18, 30-21, and 30-26 

Returning home to play Colby-
Sawyer College, the Panthers strug-
gled once again, but were able to 
pull out the game in dramatic fash-
ion. Middlebury and Colby-Saw-
yer traded matches back and forth, 
pushing the series to five-matches, 
before the Panthers ultimately pre-
vailed in the final match 15-11. 
Hicks accounted for nearly a third 
of the Panthers' output offensively, 
with an exceptional 18 kills, while 
Patterson played a strong all-around 
game with 13 kills, three service aces 
and 18 digs. Wong added 21 digs of 

her own 
The Panthers then hosted a 

double-header against conference 
opponents Williams and Hamil-
ton. In the first game, the Panthers 
fell for the second time this year 
to a very strong Ephs by a score of 
30-26, 30-26, and 30-20. In the sec-
ond game of the double-header, the 
Panthers were able to rebound and 
gain some measure of redemption 
against Hamilton. They dispatched 
the Continentals fairly handily in 
the first game, were pushed into 
overtime the second game, 33-31, 
and finally recovered to win in the 
final match 30-27. 

"We did some good things, but 
there are still some things we need 
to work on," said Coach Sarah Rau-
necker. "We've pulled out games 
when we've needed to, but I still 
don't think we've played fully up to 
our potential. Our hitting is fine, but 
our defense still needs to improve if 
we want to advance in the NESCAC 
tournament, where we have a legiti-
mate shot of being entered as a sixth, 
or possibly even a fifth seed." 

With their latest win, the Pan-
thers move to 9-9 on the year (3-8 
in the NESCAC). They will next play 
three non-conference games before 
competing in the NESCAC tourna-
ment held on October 31 at Wes-
leyan College. 

Field Hockey Team Still Flawless 
C O N T I N U E D FROM PAGE 2 4 

lead and eventually the final whisde 
was blown with the Panthers lead-
ing 4-3. Middlebury got the win, 
outplayed Bates for 65 minutes and 
then almost saw its house of perfec-
tion come crashing down on them 
in the most unexpected of fashions. 

When the dust settled, the Pan-
thers realized that not only had they 
moved to 11-0, but also, Wesleyan 
had beaten Amherst, meaning that 
regardless of Middlebury's results 
to come, the NESCAC Champion-
ships will be held here in early No-
vember. One of the biggest advan-
tages for the Panthers is that after a 

game this coming weekend at Tufts, 
on grass, Middlebury will be on turf 
for the rest of the season. Just three 
games remain now for the women 
who have the chance to finish the 
regular season 14-0, and in all prob-
ability earn an "at-large" bid to the 
NCAA Championships should they 
slip up in the NESCACs. However, 
the women will, of course, want to 
earn their place in the NCAAs with 
a Championship and few would bet 
against them doing it. 

Middlebury is still ranked 2nd 
in the nation with the College of 
New Jersey flip-flopping with Salis-
bury for 1st and 3rd. On the cur-
rent mood in the Middlebury camp, 

Brakeley commented, "At this point 
everybody wants to beat us, so we're 
just taking it each game at a time 
and working on the little things." 
While the little things are all im-
portant, the big things are not going 
unnoticed either. Meghan McGillen 
'07 has been recognized as having 
the lowest goals-against average of 
any Division III goalkeeper in the 
country. While this is of course a 
measure of the team effort, with 
such a solid defensive unit, Middle-
bury will continue to be hard to 
beat and with the midfield and of-
fense pulling the strings on attack, 
the Panthers may enjoy a long, al-
beit cold, post-season run. 
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C O N T I N U E D FROM PAGE 2 4 

the team dynamic." Siegel went on 
to note that the women have re-
ally stepped up their play this sea-
son and that they are now looking 
forward to the spring season. The 
NCAA tournament in the spring is 
the real culmination of a year's ten-
nis for the women and Middlebury 

made its first appearance there last 
year. This year, with the talent that 
runs through the team and con-
fidence gained from their perfor-
mances in the fall, the women aim 
to improve on their performance at 
the NCAA tournament last spring 
and excel in a manner that has been 
one of the stories of Middlebury's 
fall sports season. 
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Cross Country Maintains Its Stride 
By Peter Yordân 

SPORTS EDITOR 

Fleet of foot and full of fury, 
the Middlebury cross country teams 
pulled of a pair of strong showings at 
the Albany Invitational last weekend 
in preparation for the upcoming NE-
SCAC tournament. The men pulled 
off a respectable seventh place finish, 
while the women solidified their hold 
on the number one national ranking 
with a tournament victory. 

The men's team came into the 
race looking to gain momentum for 
a strong finish at NESCACs. The 
squad pulled together in Albany to 
pull off one of its best results of the 
year. "We ran really well, 75 percent 
of our guys ran their fastest time of 
the season," said Russ McCracken 
'04. "Everybody really stepped it up." 
Middlebury placed four runners in 
the top 50, with Jon Erwin '05 setting 
the pace at 26 overall. Garrott Kuzzy 
'06 came in next for the Panthers at 
35, co-Captain Marshall Green '04 
finished 43rd and Nick Digani '05 
took 50th. Overall the Panthers were 
seventh best of the 20 teams present, 
a strong finish for a team looking 
to break into the upper tier of New 
England programs. 

Looming on the horizon is 
a tough NESCAC championship. 

Three of the nation's top 20 teams 
race in the league and will provide 
the Panthers with a very stern test. 
The squad, however, remains opti-
mistic about its ability to perform 
well in its most important race of the 
season. "During the past two years 
our team has undergone a real dis-
tance running renaissance," said Mc-
Cracken. "Two years ago we finished 
dead last in NESCAC. Last year we 
were 10th. This year we're solidly 
looking at fifth or sixth place. It's re-
ally just been everybody stepping up 
in racing, everybody stepping up in 
training. That combines to just raise 
the bar for our whole team." 

The women runners' biggest 
obstacle may be the onerous weight 
of expectations. The team, a national 
powerhouse with two national titles 
in the last three years, is once again 
ranked number one in Division III 
and looks to be the team to beat for 
any postseason hardware. 

The Panthers provided an-
other convincing demonstration of 
strength at the Albany Tournament 
with a compelling first place finish. 
The team demolished the field, over-
powering its opponents with incred-
ible depth. Seven Panthers finished 
in the top 20, led by Jess Manzer's 
'05 third place finish. Andrea Gid-
dings '04 finished just behind her 

at number five, and Erin Archard 
'07 gave an inspired performance in 
ninth place with a personal best of 
18 minutes, 19 seconds. The second 
wave of Panthers, composed of co-
Captain Molloy Yazwinski '04, Steph 
Nuy .it '07 and Marisa Cawley '05 , 
came in together in the 12 through 
14 spots. Amber Trotter '06 crossed 
the finish in 20th place to round out 
the top seven and give Middlebury 
a very impressive victory over the 
field, which included several Divi-
sion I schools. The team now sets 
its sights once again on postseason 
glory, starting with the upcoming 
NESCAC tournament. "Our depth 
is our biggest strength," said Yaz-
winski. "We've got a pretty strong 
core group of five." The Panthers 
may be burdened with great expec-
tations, but they remain loose in the 
face of their illustrious history. Yaz-
winski said, "We don't really look at 
the rankings, but we're a bit stronger 
than we thought we'd be." 

Both teams will also seek to 
benefit from their role as hosts at 
this year's NESCAC championship, 
which is being held at the college. "It 
should be a huge advantage for us, 
because we're just so familiar with 
the course. We're really just making 
a point to get out on the course every 
day," said McCracken. 

K a t h r i n S c h w e s i n g e r 

Williams earns a red card the old-fashioned way with a brutal tackle against 
Kellan Florio '05 during Middlebury's 1-0 defeat. 

Women's Soccer Team Eyes Top Four 
By Mike Kennedy 

STAFF WRITER 

With wins over arch rival 
Williams and non-conference 
opponent Lyndon State, and a 
disappointing loss to Bates, the 

WOMEN'S SOCCER 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11 

Middlebury 
Williams 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14 

« 
Lyndon State ID 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 

Middlebury ID 
Bates 

Middlebury women's soccer team 
heads into the final two weeks 
of the regular season sitting in a 
fifth place tie in the NESCAC and 
ranked 22nd nationally. The Pan-
thers will need to finish strong to 
have a chance to host a first round 
NESCAC playoff game. If the sea-

son ended today, the Panthers fifth 
place standing would send them on 
the road for first round action. 

Middlebury and Williams 
squared off two weekends ago in 
front of the largest home crowd 
of the year, brought upon by Mid-
dlebury's first Fall Family Week-
end and the great soccer these 
two schools have been known to 
produce when they face off. Wil-
liams came out looking to dictate 
the tempo of play and take con-
trol of the game early. They man-
aged to get one by Panther goal-
keeper Els Van Woert '05 midway 
through the first half to jump out 
to the early advantage. Middlebury 
evened the score before the half on 
junior Brittany Cronin's breakaway 
goal, her team-leading 10th of the 
season, which ranks her second in 
the NESCAC. After the break, both 
teams came out strong and each 
had their chances to take the lead, 
but solid defense and goaltending 
kept the score even late into the 

half. Middlebury's Mayo Fujii '05 
broke through for the Panthers and 
got the game winner when she bur-
ied a perfect serve from first-year 
Erin Pittenger into the back of the 
net. Coach Diane Boettcher com-
plimented the play off the bench 
and noted the gritty play of senior 
co-captain Michaela Dietz, who 
played her first game since being 
injured in the early part of the sea-
son, as keys to the victory. 

The Panthers added another 
win against Lyndon State last week, 
cruising to an 8-0 shutout. First-
year player Laura Kwoh led the 
Panther attack with two goals and 
an assist. Other scores for Middle-
bury included Amanda Vrecenak 
'07, who tallied the first of her ca-
reer, and Dietz, who got the first of 
her injury-shortened senior cam-
paign. A1 Shube was rarely tested in 
the net, earning the shutout. 

While most students traveled 
home for fall break, the Panthers 
made the long trip to Bates, where 
they came into the game in a five-
way tie atop the crowded NESCAC 
standings. Bates would give the 
Panthers all they could handle, as 
they came out attacking and play-
ing with a high level of intensity. 
Middlebury's defense held strong, 
but Bates was able to get on the 
board before the half on a clever 
play that stifled the Panther backs. 
Middlebury pressured the Bob-
cats for most of the second half, 
and Cronin almost got the equal-
izer after breaking into the box. A 
questionable offside call negated a 
potential goal for Fujii late in the 
game. "The final six minutes was 
all Panthers, all but a goal," noted 
Boettcher. 

The loss dropped the Panthers 
all the way down to the fifth spot 
in the NESCAC standings, in a tie 
with Trinity. 

The Panthers will look to 
jump into the top four this week-
end as they travel to Tuffs, closing 
out the regular season next week 
with games against Plattsburgh 
and Connecticut College. 

The NESCAC tournament be-
gins Nov. 2. 

Men's Soccer Flounders 
in Wake of Tough Losses 

By Dave Freedman 
STAFF WRITER 

The Middlebury men's soccer 
team lost its first two games of the 
season in back-to-back weekends, 
dropping a disappointing 2-0 loss 
to Williams College at home and a 
frustrating 2-0 score at Bates Col-
lege in Lewiston, Maine. 

Despite a midweek 5-0 rout 
of non-conference opponent Nor-
wich University, the Panthers have 
struggled to find the back of the net 
in the past five games. 

"The one area we have to im-
prove in is in front of goal," Head 
Coach David Saward said. "It's 
not from a lack of practice, but in 
matches we seem unable to find the 
magic touch." 

Middlebury's offensive strug-
gles are not from a lack of chances 
either. The team out shot Williams 
28-9 and Bates 12-8 and in both 
losses had at least one goal disal-
lowed by the referee. 

Middlebury had been vying for 
the top spot in the NESCAC head-
ing into the Williams game with 
its undefeated record and top-15 
national ranking. It took only five 
minutes for the Ephs to capitalize 
on a counter attack that would put 
the visitors up 1-0. 

The Panthers thought they 
had knotted the score with a head-
er from J.B. Gerber '05 off a restart, 
but the referee indicated that Gabe 
Wood '06 had collided with the 
keeper prior to the goal. Wood 
had to leave the game because of-
the collision, but returned in the 
second half to turn up the team's 
intensity. 

. The Panthers played most of 
the second half on Williams' side of 
the field, but 20 minutes in Middle-
bury's defense was broken down by 
a header off a cross from a long run 
down the sideline. 

Wood and co-captain Pat 
Saunders '04 picked up their efforts 
in the midfield, winning almost ev-

ery ball they were near, giving the 
team chance after chance to get 
back in the game. Two point blank 
opportunities were squandered, 
and many more shots went out of 
bounds or right to the goalie. 

Against Norwich the team had 

MEN'S SOCCER 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11 

Williams 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 

Middlebury 
Bates 

more success scoring, and ran away 
with the game with four goals in 20 
minutes in the second half. Saun-
ders started the scoring off a head-
er from Andrew Stewart '05 fifteen 
minutes in, while Kellan Florio '05 
netted two goals in the second half, 
Derek Cece '06 had one of his own 
and Andrew Helming '04 powered 
home the goal of the match with 
a 25 yard rip that bounced off the 
cross-bar and in. 

Middlebury then traveled 
to Lewiston to face Bates, a team 
without a win in the NESCAC and 
without a victory over the Panthers 
in years. 

"Saturday was a pretty poor 
performance. We just weren't as 
strong as we normally are, which is 
a little frustrating," said co-captain 
Jason Griffiths '04. "We came out 
flat in the second half and didn't 
seem to get up for the game at all." 

The Bobcats scored off a quick 
counter in the second half, and 
added their second goal with 10 
minutes remaining in the match to 
seal the win. 

"Hopefully this is a wake-up 
call for us, something to get us 
back on track [for the rest of the 
season and the playoffs]," two-year 
start Wood said. 

There are three games remain-
ing on the team's regular season 
schedule, with a game against St. 
Michael's College this Thursday. 

Vlad Lodoaba 
Amanda Green '04 moves the ball during the Panthers' epic victory over Ephs. 
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Stormy Exit Sours Golf Season Club Sports Beat 
By Jake Donaldson 

STAFF WRITER 

What started as a season full 
of hope and confidence ended in-
auspiciously this week, when the 
final glimmer of optimism for 
the men's golf team's fall season 
was extinguished at the 69th an-
nual New England Inter-Collegiate 
Golf Association Championships 
(NEICGA) in Brewster, Mass. After 
a week's rest during which the team 
tried to regroup from its fourth 
place NESCAC finish, the Pan-
thers once again received no help 
from mother nature, who assaulted 
Cape Cod with rain and wind over 
the weekend, making it difficult for 
Middlebury to ever completely gain 
its focus. 

"Heck, I'll be the first to admit 
that the weather bothered its. This 
whole season, we just can't catch a 
break," said a frustrated Jay "future" 
Yonamine '07, who also noted that 
the team was "miffed" that the New 
England tourney took away their 
fall break. 

Indeed, with midterms behind 
them, and more to come in less than 
a week, our student-athletes had a 
tough time working up motivation 
for the weekend's cold, gray battle. 
Especially since their real season, 
which ended at Williams two weeks 
ago, was no longer of any conse-
quence. "There were more things 
on our minds than [golf]," admit-
ted Mitch St. Peter '06.5, "I hate to 
say it, but with nothing really on the 
line, we didn't bring everything to 
the table." 

The field of competitors at the 
NEICGA was filled with daunting 
competitors from the most presti-
gious Division I and II programs, as 
well as a few other D-III squads, in-
cluding a thinned NESCAC lineup 
of Amherst, Trinity and Wesleyan, 
as well as the Panthers. None of the 
D-III teams finished near the top of 
the 45 team pack. In fact, it is es-
timated that all finished in the last 
10 spots (final results were not yet 
posted at press time). 

Middlebury was not without 
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Schuyler Van Horn 
Mitch St. Peter '06.5 tees off during practice. Middlebury finished the season 
with a tough fourth-place result in the NESCAC tournament. 

some individual highlights, howev-
er. Chad Bellmare '07, shot a first-
day 79, the only Panther to break 80 
on either day. Chuck Clement '04, 
who has been a pivotal member of 
the team in terms of morale, turned 
in a solid two-day score of 172, 2nd 
best on the team, and Derek Singer 
'05 shot a 175 total. 

One disappointing finish was 
St. Peter, who started the season in 
a blaze of glory but finished with a 
tumultuous lack of confidence in 
his short game. He failed to keep 
his composure. "What can I say?" 
a defeated St. Peter said hours after 
he got off the course. "It was a dis-
appointing end to a disappointing 

season. 
Certainly, none of the Pan-

thers were happy with the end of 
their season. But the players are 
keeping a positive attitude about 
the spring. Bellmare expressed ea-
gerness for another crack at rival 
Williams, and Clement is looking 
towards a strong finish to a storied 
Middlebury career. So, the desire is 
definitely there for Coach Beaney 
to channel. "Chekhov, when look-
ing at winter, spoke of a season cold 
and bereft of hope," waxed St. Peter, 
"but after the encouraging attitudes 
I saw [after the weekend], I think 
the coldest time of year will serve to 
heat our drive for a spring title." 

Women's Golf Finishes One Stroke Short 
By Andreas Apostolatos 

SPORTS EDITOR 

In what can only be called a 
heartbreaking finale to an other-
wise strong inaugural varsity sea-
son, the Middlebury women's golf 
team came up only one stroke short 
of St. Lawrence for a second-place 
overall finish at Williams on Oct. 12. 
The Panthers posted a team score of 
350, which put them just two strokes 
ahead of third-place Wesleyan in a 
very tight top half of the six-team 
field that also included Vassar, Holy 
Cross and host Williams. 

"To lose by only one stroke to 
St. Lawrence is pretty disappoint-
ing," commented first-year Kerry 
Ortega, who delivered Middlebury's 
top individual performance with an 
83 for the day. "They have a very sol-
id golf team, and after working hard 
all day, having one stroke decide it is 
rough." 

Heather Gallagher '07 shot 
an 87 on the challenging Williams 
course for Middlebury's second best 
individual score, followed by a pair 
of 90s from Sally Hartman '06 and 
first-year Allison Ortega, Kerry's 
twin sister. Senior captain Emily 
Lord put in a 91 for the day. 

As Middlebury's opening sea-
son is officially done, it is impor-
tant to recognize both the high level 
of play the Panthers brought to the 
table this season and the success that 
came with it. The team won its first 
two tournaments in stirring fashion, 
notching convincing victories at the 
Williams and Middlebury Invita-
tionals. While Middlebury's results 
in the second half of the season re-
flect a mild slip after the pair of first-
place finishes to start the season, the 
Panthers were clearly put up against 
tougher competition towards the 
end. Middlebury comes away from 
its 2003 and first-ever varsity cam-

paign having gained a mix of vi-
tal experience and relative success, 
which bodes well for the future. 

With five of six players set to 
return next season, the Panthers 
should only up the ante. Further-
more, a different player led Middle-
bury in three of its four matches, 
which speaks to the amount of tal-
ent present on the roster. In only a 
few short years the team has evolved 
from a haphazard club sport search-
ing for players to fill out the roster to 
a full-fledged varsity program able 
to compete with and defeat the top 
teams in New England. 

"Things have been very posi-
tive through the season," said Kerry 
Ortega. "There seems to be lots of 
commitment to the future of Mid-
dlebury women's golf. The interest 
level is high, and the hard work of 
all the players shows that we really 
wanted to set a precedent in our first 
year as a varsity program." 
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Men's Rugby 
No Panther team this fall has even been able to approach the level of 

dominance displayed by the men's rugby team. The squad, which has es-
tablished itself as a national power over the past several seasons, asserted 
its dominion over the state of Vermont with an overwhelming victory over 
close rival St. Michael's before unleashing its wrath upon dangerous Bryant 
College last weekend. 

Middlebury was expecting a stern test from their in-state adversary, 
who the year before had pushed the Panthers to a tight 19-10 victory. What 
they got was a team hobbled by injuries to several key players. The Panthers 
took advantage of St. Mike's weakness, running away with a score of 46-5 
despite an injury scare of their own. "They'd had some injuries, thus they 
were not as competitive as we'd thought they'd be," said Dave Wisner '04 of 
the opponent. "We were surprised to win so easily, because we lost scrum-
half Luke Hammock '06 right at the beginning of the game." In his place 
went fellow sophomore Jeffrey McCormick, who had never before started 
in that position but still managed to score a try as he and his fellow team-
mates hammered home the win. 

Middlebury did not let up in their final regular season match, butch-
ering a big, brawny Bryant College team 47-12. Despite bringing in three 
new starters — McCormick, Calvin Garner '06, and Chris Straub '07 —- the 
Panthers had more than enough experience to handle their tough oppo-
nents. "They were massive dudes, they were really big guys," said Wisner. 
"They kept coming at us the whole time and they gave us a real test because 
of their physical size." Bryant's heft was no match for Middlebury's offen-
sive pyrotechnics, and the Panthers left the field with a third consecutive 
undefeated regular season. The group now turns to Yale for its first post-
season match-up. Middlebury has shut out its august rival several times in 
recent years. "They are definitely looking to get back at us," said Wisner. 

Cycling Club 
In a few short seasons the Middlebury cycling club has gone from a 

small- time affair to a bustling and competitive team looking to make an 
impact on the national scene. The fall mountain biking season drew to a 
close last weekend with a number of promising signs for the rising program, 
when the team garnered second place overall in the Eastern Collegiate Cy-
cling Conference. Racing every weekend in different spots around the East 
Coast, the team has been buoyed by first place finishes from a number of 
Panther cyclists. Andrea LaRosa '06 and Peter Hall '06 earned headlines at 
in-state rival UVM's race on Sept. 20 with a pair of victories — LaRosa's in 
short track cross country and Hall's in the downhill discipline. The next 
week at the Eastern Championships two other Panthers took their place in 
the limelight, with James Rogers '06 and senior Ben Christensen earning 
first places in downhill and short track respectively. All-American road cy-
clist Ted King '05.5, the team's leader and most consistent performer, quali-
fied for Nationals after finishing second in each of the team's last two races. 
At the tournament he proceeded to finish 16th in the short track race and a 
strong 9th in cross country. 

The team's strong showing is the result of a new emphasis on team rac-
ing rather than individual performance. We're a growing team with a lot 
of promise," said King. "In the past the people who were running it were 
more concerned with individual racing, but now the foetus is on putting to-
gether a team." The Panthers have already demonstrated their presence in 
the Eastern conference with their strong mountain biking season and now 
look ahead to road racing in the spring. King has set high expectations for 
himself following his third place finish in Nationals last spring. His brother 
won the championship last year for Colorado College, and King is looking 
to follow in his tracks and bring a first place finish back to Vermont. 

Men's and Women's Crew 
No team at Middlebury is more reliant on first time participants than 

crew. Most men and women rowers have little experience pulling an oar 
when they first decide to give up their mornings to join the squad and must 
learn (he difficult technical skills demanded by the sport in the midst of 
competition. That's why it has been remarkable that Middlebury's two 
youthful teams have defied conventional expectations by putting together 
strong performances this season. 

This past weekend saw only the women in action, as they traveled 
down to Cambridge, Mass., for the world-renowned Head of the Charles 
regatta and carved out a 32nd place finish out of the 51 teams from the far-
thest rowing reaches of the globe. I t was the most charged rowing atmo-
phere I've ever seen," said co-Captain Betsy Sullivan '04. "We thought we 
had a great race and it was very exciting to race with teams from around the 
world. We used it as an opportunity to see where we stood against all dif-
ferent kinds of teams " 

Both squads will travel to Saratoga Springs this weekend for the annual 
Head of the Fish Regatta, where they will seek to cap off their fall seasons 
with another characteristic display of verve and alacrity. The teams have 
much to be happy about this autumn in the wake of strong pulls at the Tex-
tile River Regatta and the New Hampshire Championships. "We've had a 
lot of boats medal this fall, and we're very excited with our performances," 
said Sullivan. "This is the most successful fall team I've ever been on. We've 
never had a team that's been able to work so well together — no personality 
issues at all. We're one big happy family." 

Faced with the challenge of integrating a number of new rowers into 
their eight man boat crews, the men's squad was prepared at the beginning 
of the year to rebuild with an eye to the future. The group underestimated 
its own resiliency, however. "We are definitely doing better than most of 
us thought we would, we're very satisfied," said senior rower Luke Mueller. 
"We're definateiy surpassing our expectations. We thought this would be a 
development season. It's hard when new rowers are on the team. It's hard 
when you don't have a lot of experience. The new guys have made humon-
gous leaps." Both crews will be looking to maintain their momentum both 
for the Head of the Fish and for next semester's league action. "We've really 
had a successful season, I know everyone is already really excited for spring 
season and winter training," said Sullivan. 
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Women's 
Tennis 

Finishes on 
High Note 

By Tom McCann 
SPORTS EDITOR 

With winter fast approaching, 
the women's tennis team conclud-
ed the fall season campaign with 
matches against Colby, Bates and 
the season-ending NEWITT tour-
nament. A season that has includ-
ed the emergence of an extremely 
talented first-year class, a historic 
victory over Williams and a con-
sistently high standard of play cul-
minated in comprehensive victories 
over Colby and Bates before a per-
formance in the NEWITT tourna-
ment that has been unrivaled in 
recent years. 

Coming off the back of a his-
toric victory over Williams, the 
women's tennis team hosted Colby 
and Bates and barely flinched in 
the face of competition. Dropping 
just one individual match over the 
course of the two visits, Middlebury 
romped to an 8-1 victory over Colby 
and blanked Bates 9-0. The Panthers 
were aware, however, that although 
the matches against Colby and Bates 
had been relatively smooth, the NE-
WITT tournament would provide 
a whole different standard of com-
petition. 

The sensational form that the 
team attained at the end of the 
season continued into the season-
ending tournament and carried the 
Panthers to fourth place — their 
best in recent years. Jena Siegel '04 
put it in perspective when she com-
mented, "Fourth place is the best 
we've done since I've been here. We 
were beaten by Amherst, Williams 
and Tufts who are undoubtedly 
three of the best teams in the U.S." 
With the points total corresponding 
to the number of matches won by 
each team, Middlebury tallied 22.5 
points — an increase of 9 points 
from the 13.5 earned last year. The 
difference was that this season, for 
the first time ever, every team that 
Middlebury took to the tournament 
recorded at least one victory. 

Highlights for the Panthers 
included a performance by Claire 
Smyser '07 who reached the final of 
her bracket in the singles. The third 
doubles team of Kristin Baker '04 
and Smyser also reaching the final 
of its bracket. Despite losing out in 
the final of those two matches, Mid-
dlebury was able to take one win 
home with them when the second 
doubles team of Siegel and Amy 
Roche '07 defeated a team from 
Williams by a score of 8-2. With ap-
pearances in the final of three out 
of the nine brackets, Middlebury 
finished its season with a bang and 
clearly signaled that this team will 
be a force to be reckoned with when 
the spring season rolls around. 

In looking back on the fall sea-
son, Siegel cited the performance of 
the first-year players as a key to the 
successful season: "The first-years 
have been a great addition to the 
team both in terms of what they 
have brought to the tennis and to 
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Football Lifts Off with Win Against Bates 
By Sally Hartman 

STAFF WRITER 

Homecoming Weekend will be 
an event not to be missed given the 
Middlebury College football team's 
performance at Bates last Saturday. 
The Panthers traveled to Lewiston, 
Maine, to face off with the Bobcats, 
who shied away from some charac-
teristically fierce and persistent com-
petition to lose the game 21-13. 

After slipping between the Mid-
dlebury defense on its opening drive 
and completing the extra-point con-
version, Bates would go on to kick 
two field goals later in the game. 
However, their luck eventually be-
gan to run out just as the Panthers 
caught fire. 

With 6:54 left in the second 
quarter, quarterback Mike Keenan 
'05 delivered a two-yard comple-
tion to Charley Howe '04 to put the 
Panthers on the board. Scrambling 
to match their competition, Bates 
attempted to one-up Middlebury 
before the half concluded. With 
characteristic skill and agility, Cam 
Brooks '04 intercepted a pass at the 
Middlebury 30 yard line, shifting the 
momentum in his team's favor. 

Halftime found the Panthers 
trailing by three. But Keenan, Brooks 
and their teammates were just getting 
started. When the game resumed, 
Middlebury answered the bell by 
racking up 66 yards in five plays. 
With three flawless passes by Keenan 
totaling over 15 yards, he connected 
with Mike Murray '05 for another 28 
and a second Panther touchdown. 
The extra point confirmed a shift in 
power as the Panthers rose to 14 with 

Ernie Miller '04 takes to the sky during Middlebury's 35-25 loss to Williams on October 11. 
Vlad L o d o a b a 

Bates trailing at 10. 
Early in the third quarter, the 

Bobcats mustered a bit of fading 
strength to kick a field goal and 
sneak to within one of Middlebury. 
Inspired again by their competitor's 
challenge, Keenan and Matt Wolf '04 
joined forces in a spectacular series 
of three pass-completions to gain 
over 36 yards. The rest of the team 
followed suit and drove an addi-
tional 30 yards into the end-zone to 

score a third touchdown, crippling 
any hope Bates might have held out 
for recovery. 

At the end of the day, there were 
many unsung heroes that made the 
21-13 victory possible. Richard De-
cembrele '05 and Phil Reiff '05 tal-
lied 10 and 11 tackles, respectively. 
Brooks added another interception 
to his first, and Tom Cleaver '04 
made five catches for a total of 99 
yards. Quarterback Keenan connect-

ed 17 times out of 33 attempts and 
teammate Eric Shanley '05 rushed 17 
times for a total of 76 yards. 

With this triumph under their 
belts, the Panthers prepare to face 
Trinity Saturday at 12:30 for the an-
nual Homecoming game. In light of 
recent performance, the competition 
should be an exciting affair bolstered 
by alumni and student support as 
well as the ever-important home-
field advantage. 

Field Hockey Hangs On for 11th Straight Win 
By Tom McCann 

SPORTS EDITOR 

Sports can be crazy. Some-
times, no matter what happens 
during a match between two teams, 
the final score just doesn't reflect 
the flow of the game. When the 
Middlebury women's field hockey 
team traveled to Bates on Oct. 18 
attempting to take its season record 
to 11-0, it produced a game that was 
a bizarre as anything likely to hap-
pen this season in any sport. When 
the match ended, Middlebury had 

come away with a 4-3 victory, ex-
tended its win-streak and moved 
one step closer to a perfect season. 
Getting to that point though sent 
the women through a rollercoaster 
of emotions after a frantic final few 
minutes. 

The first half saw Middlebury 
pile on the pressure, and when 
Ashley Lyddane '06 put the finish-
ing touch on a run and pull back by 
Ashley Pullen '05 to give the Pan-
thers the lead, another win looked 
on the cards. Bates, without a league 
win to that point, had nothing to 

lose in the second half and Middle-
bury was wary of a backlash that 
might come after the restart. As it 
turned out, Middlebury was able 
to continue its dominance in the 
FIELD HOCKEY 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 

second half when Allison Smith '06 
finished a pass from Char Glessner 
'03.5 in a move that bore a striking 
resemblance to the one that yielded 
the first goal of the game. The Pan-

Vlad Lodoaba 

Ashley Hall '05, wearing face paint and a fierce grimace, chases down the ball during Middlebury's victory over Williams. 

thers added a third, the goal of the 
game, when Abigail Lamb '04 beat 
a Bates player down the left wing, 
completed a give-and-go with 
Lyddane, went back door to receive 
the pass and fired into the net. It was 
smooth, crisp and beautiful, and 
then when first-year Emily Reed 
finished another assist from Lydd-
ane to put Middlebury 4-0 up, you 
would have been forgiven for think-
ing the game was over and leaving 
the stadium to avoid the post-game 
parking-lot crunch. Anyone that 
was so foolish would have missed 
a finish that looked more unlikely 
than, well, a Cubs World Series vic-
tory. 

With just over five minutes to 
go, Bates pulled one back on a pen-
alty stroke. With the game as good 
as over, the starters for Middlebury 
were removed from the action to 
preserve some energy for the next 
game. However, as Becca Brakeley 
'04 commented, "Bates had noth-
ing to lose and just didn't give up." 
Bates scored another goal inside the 
final five minutes and then, to the 
disbelief of everyone in attendance, 
scored another with approximately 
one minute remaining. Having es-
tablished a 4-0 lead and then been 
pegged back to 4-3 in the space of 
five minutes, nerves were jangling 
throughout the entire Middle-
bury camp as Bates pushed for the 
equalizer. The seconds ticked on as 
Middlebury defended its one-goal 
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MEN'S SPORTS THIS WEEK 

Football vs. Trinity Oct. 25 

Soccer @ Tufts Oct. 25 

Tennis @ Dartmouth Invit. Oct. 24 

WOMEN'S SPORTS THIS WEEK 

Volleyball vs. St. Michael's Oct. 28 

Field Hockey @ Tufts Oct. 25 

Soccer @ Tufts Oct. 25 

2 4 Thursday, O c t o b e r 23, 2003 
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